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DISCOURSE L 


The Inſufficiency of Human Reaſan. 


2 Cor. ill. 
Not that wwe are Wien of of 125 to- „ thi 
e Ves, ur 


thing, as of our. gficiency is 0 -"g 
The Sufficiency of Reaſon lately advanced 
| = - > as capable of diſcerning all nioral and rele 


gious ru 


- = = AS  ſopported with Evidence equal to that - 


The at ty of theſe Poſitions pr proved 

- - - from 15 Hiſtory of Mankind in in a Ages. 
. from our own Knowledge and Experience. 
„ - from the very Writin ng of theſe Ren in K. 
171 Eu ET 


Opjections, ariſin from the Time and Manner of of 
Revelation, werd. 


The Arrogance and Impiety of theſe Obj jectionz. 
DISEQURSE II. 
The neceſſary Agreement of Faith and Virtue. 
5 Epheſ. ii. 8 * 
For by Grace are ye feoed, through Faith, 
Faith lately declay "to be neither Virtue n nor Rice. 


| An Enquiry into the Namre iy Faith: , 
= - - how aſtinguiſh'd from the other As of the | 
Mind, by which Truth is perceived, + 

- = ſuppoſes a foreign Produce. 


+ 4. our Stock of Knowledge without it would be 


: very ſcanty. 
„ its Influence in Matters 1 
„5 -- - - - 1 Nattrs Divine, 


An Enquiry into the Nature of Virtue. | 
Virtue a ſincere Endeavour to know, and do, 
what is fitteſt and beſt to be done. 
The Agreement betwixt the Ohjects of Faith 
and the Rules of Practice. 
The Reſult of this Agreement. 


DISCOURSE II. 


A Fondneſs for Worldly Eſteem a * Hin- 
drance to religious Truths. 


John v. 4. 


How can ye believe, who receive Honour one of ano- 
ther, and * not the Honour abe cometh from 
God only ? 


The Deſire of receiving "Honour, Se. a Hin- 
drance in religious Truths. 

The Principle of Sclf-Preſervation ana itſelf 
to a Deſire of receiving the Approbation of the 
Society we belong to. 

The Honours, Sc. of Society eſteem' d as ſo many 

Evidences of our own Excellency. 

To be hated and contemned by it one of the 
greateſt Puniſhments, _ 

The Abuſe of this Princi ple, which is natural, 

and, under proper Directions, extremely uſe- 
ful, N of the worſt Conſequences. 


How 
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In vain to alledge 55 Diffculties of doing ie. 

Our Affections ſhould be chiefly inflcencer by Di- 
vine Motives. 

Worldly Honour ſhould be directed by this Rule, | 


A in this Place, viz, Univerſity of Oxford. 


DISCOU R 8 . 
The Nature and Danger of Hypocriſy. 
| Luke xii. I. 


In the mean time, when there were gathered _ 
ther an innumerable Company of People, inſo- 
much that they trod upon one another, he began to 
ſay to his Diſciples, Firſt of all, beware ye of the 
Leaven of the Phariſees, which is Hypocriſy. - 


The Fews not more remarkably or ſcandalouſly 
wicked at our Lord's 2 than other 
Men. 

What is meant by Hypocriſy. 

The Characters of it in the New Teſtament. 

Hypocriſy compar*d to Leaven on account of its 

| ties. 


F I. Its ſecret and inſenſible Influctzce. Sa ok 
2. Its puffing and elating the Maſs it works in. 


This had tinctured the whole 7eiſb N ation, 
» - = ſpread itſelf among Chriſtians, — 2 
Motives againſt Hypocriſy. 

It makes all — — Oblervanices gue : 
- Immoralities. | 

Is the greateſt Obſtruction to all true Religion. 
Is at the fame time a weak and fooliſh Diſguiſe. 

The beſt of Men have neverthelcfs 128 to be- 
wWiare of it, 
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DISCOURSE Y. 
. Nature and Advantage of ny 
| T 
Sn fat eſdt und bis 1725 25, fie unn 
dome Mex Ne, Er r 
Self. Denial a reaſonable — | 
The Exerciſe f it fifade re oO by 1 
Self- Denial cbhſicdter d a Duty Man 1 n to 
in a State of Solitud 
The Rule here eaſy an "obvicus enough. 
SF Deninl confieldr*d ws Duty ih Sec. 
Here More difficuſt. 
The 2 Mines, wich nge wit Bar, 
tea out | 
I. Pore the PolteMons of whik Works, 
2. from He, 141175 Life. ä 5 
el Bat ed © as a ; Duty with at to 


God. 
This implies a full Sabin ir in all Ul he Aion 
OY that may | befall u us. 4 


ot unreaſonable to endure 1 


| _ of a future Recompence. | 
= | ISS . * 


FI thou ſhalt not We a 2 
- the” Heart of a — 2 e e bar s 
"is the Lale Be 7 by 


Wuietey pcken bf in wer gene u ue UnkP K. 
The 


2 5 our N ature. 
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CONTENTS: 
A 3 of Inſuinc 


We are not le n —— t the flow Re 

ſolves of R | | 
Mercy conſider'd ih its Social Rilation. -.. .” 
The Want of it moſt provoking to Gd. 
The Behaviour of the Fetus in this Reſpott, | 


The Delight of ſhewing og Mercy 
The Caſe of the Strang con Jered. 
The moſt prop 0000 of Mercy a the c 


_ wants it mo 
The Motive her: aſſign'd w the Jur. ee 


Nothing Wen 1 5 to miſe 
the d 
This mention'd as a Motive In It, ale Bee | 


viour. 


in our bleſſed Lord's bite. 
Some Gbſervations on the Whole, 


D'I very Sree VL 55 
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= for This, 6s The Grace goth aul Ps. io Tvery 
Man that'is nig jon, not to think i kun, 
more highly #han he — ro Wint; but to think 


pberly, according as God wh dealt 10 Man 
E. Medflte of Fun. * 


Self. Kſteem interwoven in our Comp ſition. 
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s, If we miſtake in 
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Direftions bos 5 eee what . 
NT wry of Cultivation in us. „„ 


DISCOURSE. VIII. 


The different Charakter of Real and Ditemb!ed 
| Let Love be enithout Diſimulation. 0 
' Io its ſeveral Kinds and Degrees, 5 
| = of Diſſembled Love. | | 
1. General Comp laiſane. 

2. Friendſhi ne Self. Intereſt. 
= A feignt LANE WR rar Envy. 
Sorts of Real Love. 
| . Mutual Benerolence. 

Good- Nature. 
4 - Generolitys more hazzling, | but not & uſe | 


4. Friendſhip, excellent in itſelf, but of les | 

Benefit to Mankind than any of the others, | 

5. Love of our Country, of extenſive Influ- J 
ence, but very. —_— 

6. Charity, greater t including al | 
the reſt in the higheſt Degree, 


DISCOURSE. IX. 
Character of the Scorner. * 
| | Luke vi. . 
— Wo unto you that laugh now : or fl oe | 
weep. 
' Lavghter, what Het of it is here condemned. 


- - - Such as proceeds from Self-Sufficiency. - - 
5 Fews much _ to this kind of Laughter, | 
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| Our Saviour the Object of Wet dne 
Enquiry into the ature of hag Laughter. W 8 
122 uite contrary to Poverty Spirit. 
Contem and Ridicule, moſt bac ro * others: - | 
ba dangerous to ourſelyes..” ' 1 985 
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Charakter of the Phariſee and Publiean. 


Luke xviii. 14. 


| T tell you this Man went down to his Houſe juſtify'd 
raiber than the other. | 


Theſe two Characters compar*d, with relation to 
the three great Branches of Duty. 
The Phariſee, full of his own. Attainments, de- 
fires no Advice, nor will liſten to any. _ 
The Publican muſt diſapprove: of his Conduct 
whenever he conſiders it. 
If the Phariſee be guilty of the ſame Crimes with 
the Publican, they muſt be attended with more 
f injurious Effects. 
| Though both their Sins are odious to God, the 
FF Publicanis more likely to repent, as being free 
from Hypocriſy. 


DISCOURSE xl. 
8 of the Sadducee and Herodian. 


Matth. xxii. 2 * 
The ſame Day came to him the Sadducees, which 
ſay there is no Reſurreftion. 
An Account of the Herodians. 155 
Tube Dangers of a Court in general, 


4 TABLE. my 


- - - the latter wholly addifted to Ambition, 

4 tuouſneſ and Ir del 

- - - both very oppoſite to Telus Chriſt, and bi 
Doctrine. 


- - - NO Account that any Sadduoee wis ever con- | 
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DISCOURSE 


SUBSCRIBERS 


Steen qe 


> N s the following 
7 27 6 
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: 0 Jour generous Encou- | 
gn ragenent, I hope they will 
W meet with your favourable Mecep- 

5 tance; - and that any Tnaceuraties, 
or even FEE, Errors, that may ap- 
pear in em Will be candidly EXCUS 'd 
in the Author, who never intended 
them for the Preſs; and in the Edita, 
whoſe chief Care was to let bans have 
them genunee. 
Being greatly oblig d to erb. of 
different Sentiments, I was deſirous 
that /uch Pieces only ſhould have a 
t in this Collection as would be 


AS leaſt 


WE -- 2 L ö che Sons CAE. . 
5 leaf liable to offend auy; and —_ 
this Caution frft obſerv'd, it was but 
natural to make choice chiefly of thoſe 
Diſcourſes which were lateſt com- 
Pos d- and bet liked by the Author. 
I ſhall only beg leave to add my 
publick and unfeign d Achnowledg- 
ments for this kind and /eaſonable In- 
ſtance of your Goodneſs, equally a- 
greeable and obliging to ne, whe- 
ther it flow'd from a particular Re- 
gard to the dear Deceas d, or from a 
charitable and compaſſionate Diſpo- 
ſition to the Fatherls * and W 


and am, 


1 1 * 5 
* * 


Nur i altes and 


| of obed? ent, bumble Servant, 


Mary STRAIGHT. 


Ap oflle having: egiiti 
"commend him AY ex- 
confirms what 


* not 46 fis own, oy 


. from God, he Aer in the en 
following His Preaching of the Go. 


pel: Who hath alſo 5} us able Mi- 
niſters of the New rag not of if the 
Letter, but of the Spirit. He ex 75 
ly inſiſts, that he neither ve. 
Goſpel of Men, neither was * taug 5 


it hut by the Revelation of Feſus Chri wry 


He calls it the Revelation of the My- 
ſtery, which was kept ſecret fince the 


World began; but mow is made mani- 


feſt, and by the Scriptures of the Pro- 


phets, according to the Commanttment of 


the everlaſting God, made known to all 
Nations, for the Obedience of Faith. + 

I have choſen this Text, and re- 
cited theſe Paſſages with Deſign to 
examine into a certain Sufficiency 
lately advanced in oppoſition to that 
of St. Paul, the e of Hu- 
man Reaſon. 


JS Gal. 1. 12. + Rom. xvi. 25, 26: 
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> bod of fond hens ui 


0 pf bien Times * ſos Mei | 
have © far exalted Revelation, as 
by and deſtrey Rea- 


wholly to ſet 
bon: But new Reaſon is to make Re- 
pale, to kold up its Head, to boaſt 
its abſolute Sufficiency, and as it were 
take irs Revenge, by repreſenting Re- 
velation, not only to be a needleſs, 
but an abſurd and ridiculous thing. 
Tubus inſtead of receivin and enjoy- 
ing the united Gifts of God with 
Humility and Thankfuliies, fome 
Men, by overvaluiig One, have 
thrown back the Other upon his 
Hands with Imnpiet7 and Ih Jo 
tude. 

The Advocates of this naw 
cover'd Sufficiency aſſert, That had 
God from time to time ſpoke to all 
Mankind in their ſeveral Languages, 


the ſame Ideas to all 5 yet Hs 
could not 0 more ; plainly than 
B 2 he 


and his Words miraculouſſy cenvey'd 
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4 * The Tnſuficienyof _ 
be has done, by the Things them- 
ſelves, and the Relation W hich Rea- | 
ſon ſhews there is between them. 
The Inference from this is, That Re- 
velation is needleſs. and abſurd. Ano- 
ther Author affirms, ' that Human 
Reaſon is in itſelf ſufficient in all Cir- 
cumſtances to guide Men to Virtue, 
and Happineſs conſequent to it. 
That Reaſon is a much more ſure 
Guide in Matters of Religion, than 
Senſe is, or can be in the Affairs of 
this Life, that is, Reaſon aſſiſted by 
Senſe. --- Thar the Difference of Good 
and Evil, and the Obligation of na- 
rural Piety, are as manifeſt as any 
Objects of Senſe can be, and have 
that Certainty and Demonſtration, 
which the others are not capable of f. 
All this is ſaid with a view to prove 
Revelation not neceſſary, : but expe- | 


dient and uſeful only. 


FY 1 L221 


i. 


© * Chviſtiahity as old, &c.'p. 27. 
; + Plea, Sc. p. 10. 12. Ps 


_ Theſe Writers carry this Matter 
very high. Had they affirmed, that 
ſome Men of very happy Talents, 
and uncommon. Genius, Men who 

had the Advantages of a good Edu- 

cation, Converſation, Books, Leiſure 
| and Retirement, had after much Ap- 
plication and Study diſcover d all our 
moral and religious Obligations; 

„ this, tho we know no ſuch Man, 

had been a much modeſter way of 

c alking, than to affirm that the Rea- 

„bn of every Man, in all States and 

1 © Circumſtances, is capable of theſe 

_ I Diſcoveries; that they lie as open to 

our Underſtandings, as ſenſible Ob- 

e ſects do to our Senſes. Thoſe great 

„Men, who have been thought to have 

diſcoverd ſome few moral and reli- 

gious Obligations, have been hitherto 
highly eſteemed and applauded: But 
now on a ſudden, the Wonder is, that 
every Man in all States and Circum- 
ſtances, is not able to demonſtrate 
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every religious and moral Relation, | 
as clearly as he perceives the Bright- 
neſs of the Sun, or that Snow 'is 
white. Aſſertions, fo contrary to Fact, 
ſo repugnant to the Experience of 
Mankind from firſt to laſt, require 
ſome extraordinary Proof to gain our 
Credit and Aſſent. Mankind wou'd | 
doubtleſs be very fond of this Suffi- | 
' ciency, cou'd they be fure to find it | 
in themſelves: But, as it is what none 
ever had, or pretended to have, ex- 
cepr a few Perſons in this Age, who Bf - 
have at laſt demonſtrated nothing ſo 
clearly, as that they are very poor - 
we ſhall not be flattered into a Belief 
of this Sufficiency of our Reaſon, | 
and fo loſe the little Underſtanding 
which we have, or attempt dange- 
rous Flights, till we are well aſſured} 
that we have Wings to ſupport us. 
Lot us therefore take this bold Pro- 
poſition under Examination. 
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4150 Brff then, It is plain 


Matter of 
Fact, that no one Man did ever, by | 
the meer Strength of his Reaſon, diſ- 


wy 8 K 0 my 
y | ' Hs 


cover all our religious and moral 
Obligations: On the contrary it is 


Fact, that the beſt Writers were 


miſialen in many, and dowbrful in the 


moſt important Points. One of the 


Authors above cited challenges the 
World to produce any Doctrine of 
W Revelation whatſoever, and undertakes 
= to ſhew the fame Doctrine to be 
taught by ſome Heathen Writer or 


other. Should we allow this, (which 
is in no Senſe to be allow'd) yet it 
would by no means come up to his 
Point. For ſuppoſing that all the 
Doctrines of Revelation were to he 
found ſcatter d up and down in ſome 
or other of the Heathen Writers, 
would it follow fram thence that 
the Reaſon of every Man in all States 


aud Circumſtances was capable of 
diſcovering every moral and rcligious 


B 4 O bli- 


87 -. Ve Inſufficiency of 
Obligation? He confeſſes that even 
theſe his admired Writers did not, 

each apart by himſelf, make all theſe 
Diſcoveries: It is known that they 
belong d to different Schools, and 
maintained oppoſite Sentiments, and 
allowing that a compleat Syſtem of 
Morality and Religion might be col- 
lected from them all, yet the only 
natural and juſt Inference from hence 
would be quite contrary to this Au- 
thor's, u That the. Reaſon. of every 
Aan is not, in any State or Circum- WW 
ſtance, capableipf diſcovering all our 
moral 3 religidus Obligations, ſee- 
ing, as is allowed, not one of theſe 
admired Writers was capable of do- 
It muſt be owned, that ſome of 
theſe Writers have treated ſome parti- | 
cular Truths and Duties with great 
Strength and Beauty; but after - all, 
how ſhall we be aſſured that theſe 
were the Products of meerly their 


Ar. 


* 


own Reaſon? The Greek: Philo phy 
was brought out of Egypt, a Place 
which could not be ignorant of the 
ewiſh Revelations and Traditions; 
che Roman Philoſophy. from Greece. 
Human Reaſon was fo far from ma- 
king theſe great Diſcoveries, that it 
did not in fact preſerve thoſe original 
Traditions tranſmitted to it; but 
urned them into idle and ſuf perſti- 
Wrious Fables, and by degrees loſt the 
Wwholc Truth of _ NF IEEE: 
it into a Lye-. eh 

I would not infer jibe Gate Pads 
than they will reaſonably ſupport; 
Wand chat is firſt, that it is highly im- 
Wprobable that there ſhould be ſuch a 

Nufficiency of Human Reaſon in all 

States and Circumſtances, which ne- 
er appeared in any one State or Cir- 
N in any one Inſtance from 
I ning to this Day; and fur- 

ther, <= if there be any ſuch thing, 

it is . to be —— For 
4 * 


ee SW 


| ſent Caſe, which docs not flow from iſ 
that it is highly probable char no ſuch 
was a traditional Knowledge fer on 
not be avoided, and chis will at leaſt 


the Fewipp 
that Man had no uch Sufficiency in 


* Hjhſhan of 
what Proof. can there be in the pre-| 


Fact or Experience? And ſecondly, 


Sufficiency was intended, becauſe there 


foot from the Beginning, which could i 


take off all Pretences to any Necefliry | 
for ſuch —_— We learn from 


his State of Innocence as to exclude 
the Neceſſity of Revelation: He wal 
made apes of converting with God, 
and from thence might Maine a Suf. 
ficiency, but had none of his own, | . 
of knowing and doing every ching 
independently of him. 

But Secondly, let us leave Hiſtory| 
and come to our own Kn q 
and Experience, which theſe Wrizen 4 
can make no RP o _ ar 
dung m. 1 


1 / / / c / . tb ie 


q | Von the World the —— help- 
leſs and inſufficient of all Creatures, 


. 
We are 1 Iofanrs then, and 


in every view. We cannot ſubſiſt 
for a conſiderable time, but by the 
Care and Protection of our Parents: We 
are at firſt meerly paſſive and teacha- 
ble Creatures, under a neceſſicy of 
learning the Language, the Cuſtoms, 

WY che Manners, the Notions of our At- 
endants and choſe about us; and 


in were we then to be removed from 


if we 
could ſubſiſt at all, we ſhould be 
without Language, and almoſt with- 
H. bout Ideas, except what the hard Ne- 

eeſſity of ſupporting our own. Being 
oo would furniſh us with, and inſtead of 


al others of our own Kind, i 


SEVAgES. 

Man is fo much 25d. long 2 

paſſve and taachable Creature, and 

| thoſe fir Impreſſions, which be is un- 

der a Noceſſity of admitting, do fo 
_ 


11 


Philoſophers, we ſhould come out meer 


ſtrongly prepoſſeſs the Mind, and 
grow up with it, that it is a known 
Fact, that they are, not without 
ſome Pains and Difficulty, corrected 
in the After-Stages of Life, when the 
Mind, if ever, ſhould be grown up 
to its free and inquiſitive State. We 
ſee all Ages and Nations, in ſome WF 
degree or other, following the Errors, 


ſing each others Opinions and Abſur- 
dities, how ſeldom is it that Opinions 
are embraced, or rejected purely ac- W- 
cording to the Strength of the Argu- 


While Intereſt, - Vanity, Prejudice, 
have all manifeſtly their * in 


The Inſufficiency of 4 


the Superſtitions of their Forefathers, 


and content with thoſe Notions, 


whatever they were, which were at 
firſt inſtilled into them. And even. 
in thoſe States, where there is an al- 


lowed Liberty of debating and expo- 


ments that ſupport, or confute them: 


keeping up Opinions upon the old 
Ground. And if Men are ſo rarely, 
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off from, 


to aſſiſt their own, how is it to be 
expected that they ſhould alone diſen- 


reform the Superſtition of Ages all at 
once, and become perfect Maſters of 
all religious and moral Truths? 
lt is certain, that there have been 
In all Countries, National Revolutions 
and Alteratians in Religious Cuſtoms and 
Opinions, and that ſome few Converts 
are made in every Age, by the force 
of Reaſon, from one Party to ano- 
cher, --- Prizes, and Reprizals; but as to 
National Revolutions, they are gene- 
rally to be aſcribed to other Reaſons, 
they have often taken place, when a 
clear demonſtrative Diſcovery of the 
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ind with ſo: much Difficulty brought 
hen the Reaſon of others concurs 


gage themſelves from theſe Errors, 


Truth, by the meer Strength of 

free and unprejudiced Reaſon, has 

had the leaſt ſhare in effecting them. 
n The 


ontinually ſollicited by Information, 


2. ah of 2 
The Aſſerters of the A of 
Haman Reaſon have nothing to al- 
ledge in oppoſition to all hee Facts, 
and this Experience, bur that Man- 
kind in theſe Circumſtances have not | 
made a due Uſe of their Reaſon ; bur 
then to ſupport their Parallel, they 
| ſhould ſbew us that they have made F* 
as undue a Uſe of their Senſes. 
' I think it is now evident that 
theſe Writers have no juſt Idea offi 1 
Human Nature, nor of Virtue, nor 
of the Demonſtrations they talk of 
with ſo much Familiarity. They | 
peal ro a Sufficiency in the Clouds, 
not really exiſting, and make theit 
own Vinity the Standard to judge af * 
Mankind by. Can we help our be. 
ing born Infants? of can we, in out 
| paſlive State, avoid the Impreſſions | 
made oh our Minds? Can we intite- | 
ly prevent that Reverence and Zeal i 
tor them, which are bred up with us, | 
180 become as it were a Part of us? | 
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r 
dan Teal and. Negligence, Aſſurance 
ind Doubting, ſubſiſt together in the 
ame Mind? Can we elcape thoſe 
mployments, which have probably 


f 
? 


PNubſiſtence, = all turn Demonſtra- 
Wors and Phil 


g oſophers at once? Muſt 
ot ckis ſuppoſe ſome Fountain of 
Night, ſome Spring of Power, which 
re ell conſcious to ourkives wo 
„re not Maſters of > The Idea of Vir- 
ue has been hitherto: very 
f lntdition; it has carried ſomething 
f Difficulty and Labour in it. The 


World. As to the Point of Demons 


to be much better acquainted with 


as the Form and Appearance of one: 


een choſen for us, and by which 


unlike that 


Virtue of Seeing or Hearing is a 
hing, which has nor as yet been pro- 
- peſed to the Conſideration of the 


trations, thele Writers do not ſeer 


them; at leaſt they have not yet 
given us any Thing, that has ſo much 
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Could we be favoured with a Set 4 
theſe Gentlemen's Demonſtrations of 


: of che Queſtion they are moſt deſirous 
; ſtrenuous i in maintaining the Sufficiency 4 \ 
Both theſe Claims are ſuch a Contra- 


ducing their ſtrong Reaſons, would | 
never fall into. And yet we find the 


rity continually interſpers d thro! theit | 


ſtructive of each other, than theſe 
ou and 3 9 75 


e 
MP | 2 "re 
Ag EET wo 
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moral Truths, it would probably far- 
niſn out a "way curious Entertain: 
ment. 


But be: all they "I advanced] in 
33 of this new. 23 this abſo⸗ 


_ Sufficiency of Human Reaſon; it | 
ay poſſibly be doubted which fide 


— 


© Has has on ON nr N 


to ſupport; whether. they are moſt 


or Inſaaficienoy of Human Reaſon : i 


diction, as Men, ſo capable of pro- 


Doctrine of the Sufficiency of Since- 


Writings. . Now, no two Doctrines 
can be more contradictory, or de- 


are: The Doctrine of Sincerity . | 


are 


e weak; ignorant, and frail Beings 
ut that an honelt integrity of Mind 


inly be accepted. But this is all Ab- 


o' it does not always ſucceed equally , 
2 diſcovering Truth, will yer cer- 


irdity and Contradiction in the 


= Whouths of choſe, who aſſert that the 
it Neaſon of every Man, in all States 
le Wd Circumſtances, is a more fure 
18 uide in Matters of Religion, than 
ſt enſe is, or can be, in the Things of 
is Life: In that Caſe Sincerity 
: uſt always produce equal Know- 
ge, and uniform Effects. But this 
erm does not ſuit with this new 


ſtem. For who ever talked of equal, 


ightneſs of the Sun, or that Snow 


WF un<qual Degrees of Sincerity, or 
Wy Sincerity at all, in diſcovering the 


3 ki” Fe Ss {72 

e- In ſhort, the plain Truth and mate 
(ſc r of Fact is this, that Men conſi- 
- rd apart by themſelves, in their 
re Nieer perſonal Sufficiency, are very _ 


weak 


Tolh - 5 


The Inſuſfriency of 

weak and imperfect Creatures in eve 
ry View, and were intended to bl 

ſuch ; That whatſoever Perfection 
they may attain to, they ariſe chick 
Gn their ſocial Relation, from tha | 
collective or corporate State, in _ 
Things are fo ordered, that theſe {| 
parately weak Creatures do form ont 
ſtrong and beautiful Body, firly Joi b 
together and compatted, by that uubid 
every, Joint ſupplietb. We are in 


: 


1 


very ſtrict Senſe Members one of F : 
ther, agd no Member has in it 1 di 


any ſuch Sufficiency, as to ſay to an 
other, I have no need of ay | 
have their ſeveral 'Takinns, and Fe 4 
3 Stations wid Offices; fo 1 ) 
arc deſigned to govern, W e obey 
ſome to teach, others to learn, Tl 
different Orders of Mankind vequiir , 
that different Provinces of Laboulf 
__ Knowledge ſhould be afligned mf 


| Hz 


Had Mankind from the Beginning 


heir Powers, we cannot ſay to what 
igh Degrees of Virtue and Know- 
edge, they mighe by this time have 
Wrcived : But God knew that this 
ould not be the Caſe. One of the 


@7hole Earth was overſpread) was curſed 
boon after his coming out of the Ark. 
nie have the Hiſtory of the Wicked- 


ſell 
an Terms, chat Alen did not Hike to retam 
bi heir Ignorance was wilful Obſtinac 
l 1 d Perverſeneſs. The Poſterity of ac, 
ten, bred up in, and prepoſſeſſed by 
15 nfluence of bad Examples, muſt be 
iir nder the greateſt Diſadvantages: The 
oF ruch wholly neglected, and almoſt 
} ofancelled from among them; their 
ndetſtandings darkened, an 
Ss Minds 


Ha 


ade all poſſible improvements of 


Whree Sons of Noah (by whom the 


zod in their Knowledge; the Cauſe of 


error, and hardened by the continual 


d their” 
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es, and Idolatry, and Puniſhment of 
dis Poſterity. We are told in plain 
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Minds reprobate; and themſelves given] 
up to all Uncleanneſs thro the Luſts of 


not have been ſaid to have winked a 
| them upon that Account. The abuſing 


Mankind at this preſent, have no wif 
ficient Guide at all in matters of Rei 


The. Inſufficienty of 


their own Hearts, having a real Eſteem, iſ 
and deliberate Preference of what wa 
Evil. In this Caſe, can we — 


| theſe Men as capable of diſcovering ali 
moral and religious Obligations, ie 


their Senſes were to diſcover Coſi 8 
Objects? Nothing could have beer = 
more provoking or unpardonable, than 


en 
this Sufficiency ſo abuſed. Theſe had no 1 
been Times of Ignorance, as the Apoſtle rea 

c 


preſents them; and therefore God could 1 


of ſuch an abſolute Sufficiency mull 


| have been every way inexcuſable, andy 


by this means, the Iniguity of hel] te 
People had been . filled up. Wa 

Bur it is objected, that if Reaſonliſ; 
be not a ſufficient Guide in matten 
of Religion, then five Parts in fix of 
yin 


li gion 
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>99 Parts of a 10006 had no ſuffi- 
Fient Guide to direct them in their 


Mankind was not ſufficient to dif- 
over all religious and moral Obliga- 
ions, they could not be accepted of 
od; as if every Man that has not ten 
AT alents cannot have one. Is it not 
an nough, that God is not a hard Ma- 

r, char he does not reap where he 
Vas not ſown, nor gather where he has 
ot ſtrewed, that Allowances will be 
Wade for different Attainments, and 
1 lifferent Rewards aſſigned to them? 
ul Again, it is objeckel, that if Reaſon 
as thus inſufficient, and Revelation ne- 
eſſary to inform Mankind of their mo- 
al and religious Duties, why was not 
on evelation vouchſafed - ſooner; and 
en rhen it was given forth, why was it 


duty. --- That is, if the Reaſon of 


ot granted equally to all? Can this 


vindicated. Pag. 10. 


| Anſwer to the Poſtfeript of the Second Part of Sciipture 


3 = 


gion, and for 4000 Years together, 


The 1 i * 


any way conſiſt with the divine Good: i 
nels, and Juſtice,and Impartiality But 
who made us ſuch competent Judges Ni 
of what is fir for God to do with his I 
Creatures? Where will this Suffici- 
.ency, this Arrogance of Reaſon ſtop? 
May not he, who hath wade of one Blood WP 
all N ations of Men, for to duell on alll * 
the Face of the Earth, and bath deter- 
. mined the Times afare-appointed, and th 
Bounds o f their Habitations, may not: 
he fee the juſtneſs of Times, andi 
Propriety of Seaſons much better than * 
we can do? If we know a Diſpe * c 
tion to be from God, the Obediencel * 
of Faith ought immediately to take 
place: If the Fitneſs of it does not 3 
appear to our Reaſon, it muſt be — 4 
3 There is nothing fo highly ce 
ebrated in Scripture, as that Faith 
and Obcdjency which was ow | 
by the moſt difficult and trying 
Circumſtances: Such was Abraham's o 
ſuch was Elizabeth 5, Joſe ps and 
| Mary's 


ut here more - eſpecially faid to be im- 
uted for Righteouſneſs, and which 


is lieſe Advocates for Reafon would 


i» Wave rejected and defpiſed. But let us 

„ eaſon wich them in their own way: 
Do all Men equally deferye ? If not, 
hy muſt they be treated equally! 
- gain, are all Men equally prepared ? 
f not, why muſt they be equally in- 
o. ructed? And as God only can judge 
nd f theſe moral Circumſtances of Man- 
an Find, as they are abſolutely out of the 


4 
» 


l. each of our Knowledge; ſo it is the 


c noſt abſurd and audacious thing ima- 


mes and Seaſons of them; Pau! atrd 
Hmorby were forbidden by the Holy 
Chet oly 


I to preach the Word in 4/2; 
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and paſt our finding out, as to the 
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ary's Faith. It was this, which is 


e inable, for Man to atruign God of 


nd when they eflayed to go ineo BH 


5 1 C 4 1 


the Spirit ſuffer'd them not; doubtlels 
for good Reaſons, tho unknown both WW 
ro them and OC ak 
ginning had a People to whom he 


_ and 22 and by all theſe 


religious Knowledge, than their own 


Polite to the Reaſons, and Relations 


To conclude, God from che Be- 


manifeſted himſelf, and inſtructed, ſup- 1 | 


3 
3 
3 


eans render d them a much more 
ſufficient People, as to all moral and 


— 


Reaſon could ever have done, and 
would have continued the King of 
that People, if they had not, in their 
great Self: ſufficiency, rejected him. 
And we can conceive nothing more 
immoral or unfit, nothing more op- 


of Things, chan for ſuch Creatures a 
we are, to ſet up for an Independency 
againſt God, a Sin probably not un- 
like that of the fallen Angels. It hould 
on the contrary behove us to deſire 
the promis'd Return of the divine 
Preſence to teach Man, and help his i 

| | In- 
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Bina Reaſm 25 
a firmities, and more eſpecially to ef- 
fect thoſe great Events, which we are 
aſſured from Revelation, are yet to be 
brought about, The Calling of the 
ews, and the Fulneſs of the Gentiles, 
When the Earth ſhall be full of the 
nowledge of the Lord, as the Waters 
cover the Sea, II. xi. 2 SE 
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DISCOURSE I. 
The neceſſary Agreement of F ac | 0 


and Virtue. 


EH Es. ii. viii. 


7 * 2 Grace e Are ye faved * 7 


Faith. 


5 Orwithſtanding the many ; 
great Characters of Faith 
throughout rhe Scriptures, I 
tho' it be number'd among 
the weightier Matters of the Law; 
tho we are ſtyled the Children off 6. 
Abraham in Conſequence of it, and 
have no other Means of being ad- 
mittedf 


| into a ren of the 
_ made to him; tho it is de- 
4 lared to be one of the Fruits of the 
pirit of God; tho we are continu- 
1 told, that we have nothing to 


Post to, but the — which 


q . by it, or in the Words of | 
| phe Fg poſtle, to be kepr 10 the Power of 
* 1d Faith unto Salvation -—— ve+ 
| ; Vung the End of our Faith even the 
ovation of aur Sable: Natwith- 
we; all theſe great, and glorious 
AChaagers, we are informed by the 
Author of Chriftienity at old as the 
| eation, that Faith, cnfuler d in it ſelf 
h Fan neither be a Virtve, or a Vice, We 

re not to wonder at chis, remembting 
5] rk the Spirit, which worketh in 
che Children of Diſobedience, will 
vy degrees weaken the Influence 
got aich * at laſt make it almoſt 


* 1 Pet, v. 9. 


al 
d- 
ed 


1 


Th as e ot 


| impoſſible to be found upon the Earth; f 
but, by behaving according to the | | 
Apoſtle s Advice, to become gentle to- 
wards all Men, apt to teach, patient, 
in Meekneſs inſiruiting thoſe that op- 
Po ſe themſelves, if God peradventure will 
give them repentance to the ee wv 
ing of the Truth. 
No Truth Whatſoever, no Branch 
of Religion, or Virtue can ſuffer i 
Examination: A raſh Poſitiveneſs, or Wi de 
a blind Obſtinacy are in all Caſes * 
hurrful ; they bar up our Mind 
againſt Enquiry, and prevent all Im- 
provement; even when we are in cel 
right, they are hurtful to our hy 
and offenſive to others, and in all In- 
: eee leave Impreſſions of Diſadvan- 
e to the Cauſe we are engaged in. 
T oſe Men, who feel nothing but In- 
dignation ariſing in their Minds from 
the Errors 5 Miſtakes of others, 
who have cloathed their — 


oe Tim. i ii. 24, 25.— : 
with s 


q Faith and Virtue. 
as Will admit of no Contradiction, 
or ſo much as Doubt, are in a State, 
ot only the moſt unchriſtian, but the 
oft unnatural. The 2 who 
are certain of nothing, an 


e are in that Spirit, which is recom- 
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he Caſe of our weak Brethren evidently 


25 


„ Ind prepared, to convince others, or 
„de convinced our ſelves: Whereas the 
1- ppoſite Temper is plainly adapted 


u- tead of doing Service to Virtne or 


m F eligion, is promoting only Superſti- 
s ion, and Ignorance: It is a Chain of 
ns arkneſs, rhe ſtrongeſt of any we are 
—cquainted with. * 


N the Dog- 
FÞratic, who are certain of every thing, 
re in equally oppoſite and dangerous 
Extremes. When the Errors of others 


nove our Pity, and make us apt to 
each in Meekneſs of Wiſdom, then 


ended tous in the Goſpel, and which 


90 defeat both thoſe Ends, and, in- 


In 


e equires; then we are rightly diſpoſed 
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with ſomething ſo aweful and ſacred, 
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The neceſſary Aoreemnt of 


Ia examining the Propoſition before 


quoted, that Fai conſiuer d in ir /arl 
can neither. be a a Virtus, or a Vice, n 
ſhall . 


3 Enquire i into FY Nature of faith. 


lv. Into the Nature of Virtue; 4 
which Enquiries I ſhall dee 1 
o explain che Terms of the Prop e 0 


ſation. 3 


Laſily, I ſhall compare theſe two 3 1 
conſider d, and obſerve what Aol 
ment or Diſagreement there is beY 


twir 0 them. | b 1 
I. Then, I ſhall enquire into «el I it 
Nature of Faith. 9 


Faith is uſually defined to be 0 4 


Teſtimony of another: It 6 is contra J er 
diſtinguiſhed from all thoſe Acts o 3 


the Mind, by which Truth is per 
ceived 8 the Teſtimony of others. 
There are many Wat by — wel 


arrive A 


Nay , 7 * * n 
. 3 . 
© %. 


nrccive at the Knowledge of Truth. 
some Truths are fo plain, that, they 
reed only be mention d, to be aſſented 
o: The Matter of them is ſo ſimple, 
xt the Mind perceives their Agree- 
ent immediately, without calling in 
ny third Idea to compare them with. 
1 rruths of this kind come by a ſort of 
Intuition, and are preſented to the 
ind, like Objects to the Eye, only by 
ypearing before it. Others are diſcove- 
rr 
„ions: In theſe Caſes the Mind works 
ichin it ſelf, upon its own Materials. 
Haut Faith imports a foreign Produce, 


be ic brings home ſomething either diſtant 


a Time, or remote in Place; fome- 


es 
e 


un thing which the Mind could never 
Krach by the Exerciſe of its own Pow- 
2 ers, never difcover by the moſt indu- 
ſtrious Improvement of its own Stock; 
r(omething which does not immediately 
epend upon the comparing and ſepara- 
ing ont own Ideas, which is the ground 
1 — Han 


"Iv 


The neceſſary Apreement 9 . 
of Evidence in other Cafes, but upon 


the Teſtimony of the Perſon who af- 
ſerts the Propoſition. In Matters of 


Faith, the Mind has no Enquiry toi 


make (ſuppoſing the Propoſition cre- 


dible) but into the Force and Value 
of the Teſtimony, here it is to be 
exercis d, and to make the ſame Uſe 


of its Powers, as in all other Caſes. 


But when the Teſtimony is found 
to be authentic, and ſufficient, Aſſent 
follows; and the general Evidence of 
the Authority deſcends to, and ſpreads 
it (elf over, all the Particulars, which 
may not contain in them any internal 
Marks of Truth: It is ſufficient, inf 
this Caſe, that this Defect is ſupplied 
by the Force of the external Teſti - 
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mony, which recommends them. Our 


own Stock of Knowledge is very nar-| 
row and ſcanty; Were we left wholly 
to the Informations that our own Rea- 


ſon and Experience ſupply us with, 
how ſenſibly ſhould we ſoon feel their 


great 
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rreat Defects 2: It is Faith that recalls 


n p 
hings paſt, that anticipates Things 


. 
f 
of 
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1e 


iſible, that forms them into Prin- 
iples of Action, into Motives of Con- 


de uct, equal ſhall I ay, I fay ſuperior, 


ſe o things preſent, and ſenſible. The 
lind —_—_— in the Evidence of 
d hem, and then their Importance gives 


= 
bb 
"$5 . 
"; 5p” 
: * Fr 7 
* 
RS . 
3 
{Fg he 
1 
3 : 
l 
O 3 
1 
"SH 


I 


i. iſplays to us their Knowledge, and 
Weir Ignorance, their Succeſſes and 
iappointments, their Calamities and 
leſlings; it conveys to us very ule- 


inder our Obſervation, and furniſhes 


oy 


o come, that preſents and ſenſible- 
izes (pardon the Expreſſion) things in- 


em more Influence, than even thoſe 


; l Leſſons in a very ſhort and caly 
anner; it brings innumerable things 
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Experiences either never to be attained| 
and expenſive, which generally wr 


would come too late to be of an 


Preſerver and Redeemer of the World 


The neceſſary Agreement of 
us with Experiences not our own, 


by us, or only in ways very tediou 
could reap no Advantage from, and 


N 
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In Matters divine, Faith points oullf 
to us the Creator and Governor, th 
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It ſhews us our own Origin; the pet 
fect State, in which we were formed 
the Fall of our firſt Parents; the Cav 
of our preſent infirm and corruyi 
State: It diſplays to us all the Dil 
penſations of God's Providence, an 
of his Spirit, from the Beginning ll 
this Day, and promiſes a Supply thy 
is yet to come, and continue even i 
the End of the World. Nay, it golf 
even beyond this, and opens to oi 
View everlaſting Scenes of Glory an 
Happineſs; it exhibits to us in Ml 
cleareſt Light the Relations we ſtan 
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n, to almighty God, and to one ano- 
eder, the certain Means of obtaining 
us Favour, and avoiding his Diſplea- 
well 
nd 
i ritous Concern for us, and Inter- 
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lankind could never have arrived to 


lay Certainty in; and thoſe, in which 


Pet 1 


ei erhaps they could have made ſome 
zul ctures about, are made plain and 
un miliar by Faith, even to the meaneſt 


1 7 0 . - | 
Dig apacity, that is provided only with 


aun honeſt and good Heart. 
II. My next Enquiry is into the 


Nature of Virtue. 


oi whom I take to be one of the beſt 
nf ivines, and Moraliſts, that any Age 


bY - 7 


force of the Soul, by which it fs di- 


3 


re: It informs us of the various 
ders of Beings above, of their ſo- 


Porſe wich us for our Good. Moſt if 
out all which things the Reaſon of 


1 hxious Gueſſes, and doubtful Con- 


ol Virtue is defined by Dr. More 


as produced) to be an intellectual 


zz a. 
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rects the animal Impreſſions, or cor- 
poreal Paſſions, as in every Action to 


I ſhall not follow him thro'--his Ex 


Definition, but only obſerve that tha 
two principal Things which conſti tui 
Virtue are, 1ſt, a * Endeavour 


we are poſſeſs d of, to diſcern what il 


act according to it, however laudabi 
they may chance to be, are not virtuſ 
ous Actions, they are incapable of tha 
Denomination. There is nothing d 


A. neceſſary Agreement o * 


purſue with Eaſe, what is abſolutely 
and ſimply beſt, or fitteſt to be done; 


plications of all the Branches of thidlf 


0 
c 

C 

E 
[ 

. 

2 


according to the intellectual Power 
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beſt and fitteſt to be done; and 2400 
a ſincere Purpoſe to praftiſe it: Thi. 
Exerciſe of the Mind, and the Dill. 
poſitions, and Habits ariſing from thi 
Exerciſe, form the virtuous Mail 
Whatever Actions proceed from aufn 
Perſon without the Exerciſe of thei 

Powers, i. e. without diſcerning tl 
Rule of Duty, and determining ul 


C 
— 


Fuitß and Firtue. © 
udement, or Choice in them, no 


5. our Nature and Station. Such Ac- 


een no ſuch diſcerning, and directing 
"Mower, and might ariſe from ſome- 
Ping like Inſtinct — Brutes, 
ho are regularly diſpos d in moſt 
Faſes to do what is beſt, and pro- 


x oncern which they are under to pre- 
Move themſelves and their Young, 
ad yet there can be no Virtue in 
Ich Actions, however expedient and 
WF oper to be done. Or Actions, that 
e ſeemingly praiſe-worthy, may 


ately acquainted with their Influ- 
ce, and muſt obſerve how they 
ten hurry, not only the Young and 
WW ocxperienced, but thoſe who ſhould 
hahe more conſiderate, into ſudden and 
mediate Action, without giving 
= 8 


ons wou'd have come out, if there had 


ereſt for them; we ſee the anxious 


metimes ſtart out from the ſudden 
Wotions of Paſſion: We are inti- 
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delign of acting to an End ſuitable 


The "bs prints ws 


them - Leiſure to reflect, or chooſe at 
all: And in this Caſe, which may be 
owing to the Accidents of Conſlit 
tion, Education, or Company, and 
cannot poſlibly be Virtue, nothing 


ſeems to be left, but to examine wha | | 


is paſt by an After-reflezion, and then 
as far as it was right ahd fir, to giv 
our Approbation, and rejoice that ii 
falls in with the Rules of Duty diſco 
ver d by us. ® 
It is plain from hence, hn the fil * 
Step towards being Virtuous is to di 
cern what our Duty is, and to api 
prove or diſapprove Things, juſt i 
they are conformable or repugnant f 
it: But this inward Act of the Mind 
tho a neceſſary Foundation, is ſtill 
Foundation only; if we ſtop herlf 
and do not direct our AﬀeRioris ann 
Actions ſuitable to ſuch a Diſcernmeni 
the Virtue is not half formed, ail 
nothing will come out that is advan 
tageous to ourſelves or others; ; th 


d 


Faitß and Virtw. 
irefting and governing Power muſt 
R diſcerning; and Approba- 
on mult riſe into Action, otherwiſe 


iſing a War in our own Breaſts, and 
ntinually furniſhing out new Mat- 
Er of Self. upbraiding and Difappro- 


z entire, unalterable Union and Cor- 


ad approving and direft ing Faculties 
* this preſent State. Thoſe Circum- 


ons of Mortality, thoſe Jarrings and 
WD ppolitions berwixt our Underſtand- 
| * our Affections, which we 
all, and not improperly, our Infir- 
Wicies and Corruptions, may and 
W2ult be, if not the Source of our 
irtue, the Exerciſe, the Improve- 
nent of Virtue, and by conſequence 


_ . 


ation. Not that we are to hope for 


pondence between our diſcerning 


ances of our Nature, thoſe Condi- 


LOFT the Eſtimation and Valye of it. | 
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Is nothing, or ſomething worle to = 
than nothing; it is ſetting one Part 
f ourſelves. againſt the other, and 


The neceſſary Agreement of 

Were our Underſtandings ſo formed 
as to perceive all the Relations of 
Things, without any ſort of Labour 
or Induſtry, and were our Aﬀec- 
tions ſo happily diſpos d and ballanc'd, 
as eaſily and conſtantly to follow the 
firſt and moſt gentle Dictates of the 
Mind, we ſhou'd indeed be much 
more perfect Beings; our Nature 
would be excellent, and would great 
ly diſplay the Excellence of its Au- 
thor. But with our Nature, our Vi- 
tues would take another Character, 
and muſt frequently be things very 
different from thoſe we uſe to call Vir 
tues: They could not be ſo much] 
employ'd in the Government of our 
ſelves, or in reſiſting the Impreſſions 
of Eyil, but in raiſing thoſe nobler 
Faculties and Exerciſes of another 
Kind, and employing them to the 
Service and Glory of him who gave 
them. Whereas in the preſent State 
of things, there is a continual Occa- 
fon 


"We" 8 x : . LY | . 
* o „ 9 : - 
0 2 BTW „ 7» | ; | 
& ; L 4 H ; tf. 4 * * *. * : & 9 - 
Hab an 1 8 41. 
. by . - " * , 


edn for Oppoſition and Vigilance, 
or preſerving the Ballance of our 
ur linds, and exerting that Self- Go- 


rnment, and thoſe ſocial Virtues, 
hich ariſe from it. We cannot con- 
ive any thing more worthy, or more 
recable to the Supreme Being, than 
WS {cc theſe his frail and infirm Crea- 
res, whoſe Underſtanding are dark, 
Whoſe Paſhons are irregular, who are 
Wot with innumerable Difficulties and 
emptations, both within themſelves. 
Wd from without, to ſee them cau- 
Woully _—— theſe Irregularities, 
ad bravely combating theſe Difficul- 
Wes, reſolutely exerting the weak 
owers they are endued with, going 
W from Strength to Strength, from 
Prace to Grace, and forming their. 
onduct in ſome Imitation. of the 
Divine Perfections: We cannot bur 
Wonclude, that when they cry unto 
Wim in their Diſtreſs, he muſt hear 
heir Cry, and help their Infirmities, 


The neceſſary Agreemens of 
raiſe their Reſolutions, accept theirliii: 
Endeayours, and —_—_ to do. "0 


Havin FE * into th 
Nature of Faith an Virtue, 1 an i. 
now to compare them together, ann 
examine what Agreement or Dil 
greement there may be berwixt them 1 # 
from whence we ſhall ſce into te 
Truth or Falihood of the * Nc 
that Faith, confider'd in irſelf, cannot mot Wl 
a Virtue or a Vice, = 

Faith was defined to be our r Aſen * 
12 to a Propoſition upon the Teſti 
mony of another; and Virtue an Ei 
ny according to our intellectui 
Powers, to diſcern what is abſolutchp 
| beſt and fitteſt to be done, and Mt 
Purpoſe to act accordingly. Now ile: 
there are in the Objects 2 Faith, ani 
Relations whatſoever to Human AY 
tion or Manners, any thing proper ol y 
be known, in order to be done, al" 
part of the Rule of * * 0 
thing 


ing fic to be known as a Motiveto 
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em at Rule, as a Means to determine 


th 


la AF D rding tO their Worth and Value, 
mill be as much Virtue as the know- 


„nd on the other Hand, the ne 
Ig che Objects of Faith, a wilful 
id affected Ignorance of them, and 
Neglect of acting according to them, 

ill be as much a Fault or a Vice in 
us, as any other Neglect of diſcern- 


glect- 


} Wicteſt to be done, ſuppoling the Ob- 
i ects of equal Value and Importance 
J our Manners and Conduct. 


My this, Whether the Objects of Faith 
have x thing to do with Practice, 


ro 


r Purpoſes of Acting, then it will 
the ſtrict and proper Buſineſs of 
irtue to know theſe Things; the 
nd nowing of them, and uſing them ac- 


g or uſing any other things can be, 
Heir Value being ſuppoſed _ 


g and practiſing what is beſt and 


or whether they bear any Relation to 
5 the 


So that che Queſtion now is bare- 


be neither a Virtue nor a Vice. 


fore faid concerning Faith, we mul 


We neceſſary Agreement of 


the Manners and Conduct of Man ut 
kind; if they have, it will be the Bu 


ſineſs of the Underſtandin f to en 
3 into theſe Truths ariſing fror 


theſe Objects, and to form our Rule 


and Actions according to them; bu - 


if there be no ſuch Relation, then th 
Mind, conſidered as acting virtuouſl;,8* 
can have no Reaſon to enquire int 
it, and conſequently Faith will thenli a 


Nov if we recolle& what was be : 
ſee at once, that a Faith merely humarf : 
is of great moral Uſe to us: It fur 
niſhes out to us innumerable Exam 
ples of Virtue and Vice; it ſhews uM 5 
Human Nature at large under all [ 
poſſible Circumſtances, in all Ages 
and Nations; it teaches us many Lel-| 
ſons of Conduct, many Cautions and 
Encouragements, which our own nar- . 
row Scene of Experience and Know- , 
ledge could never have let us into. 

| But 


Faith and Virtue. © 
ut in that Faith, which is the more 
mediate Buſineſs of the preſent In- 
uiry, in the Aſent to divine Things 
pon divine Teſtimony, we muſt clear- 
ſee that there may be infinitely 
zore Virtue in this Faith, than there 
n be in any other Exerciſe of our 


ally informs us of more Truths that 
Wave a Relation to our Happineſs, of 
Wore Dutics of the greateſt Impor- 
Ince to us, of more Motives of the 
moſt Conſequence towards diſcharg- 


10 


any other Way, or in all other 

= ays together : This therefore muſt 
Wc 2 great Source and Support of 
irtue, and we muſt conclude, that 
WW hatfocver weakens our Faith does 
the ſame Proportion deſtroy. our 


Virtue allo. There is no Perſon who 


xperimentally, that the more careful 


Inderſtanding whatſoever: This ac- 


g thoſe Duties, than we can diſcern 


as much ſtudied thoſe Books which 
re the Rule of Faith, but has found 


_ 42 
: A 
* 5 


he 5 


The neceſſary Agrettnent of 
he has been in examining the Obje& 
of Faith, the more converſant in ſud 
Enquiries, the more he has ſtill al 
vanced in all Virtue; and that upo 
neglecting this Study, his Love « 
Virtue has declined, and the Love fff 
other things crept into the Place of 
ir. So that Faith not only teaches u 
what Virtue is, and affords us ti 
moſt effectual Motives to the Pra 
tice of it; but is Virtue itſelf ; It noi 
only adds new Motives, new Sanction 
to Virtue, but we may truly ſay, adi 
new Virtues alſo, is the great Foun 
dation of thoſe Chriſtian Duti 
which are the moſt exalted of all Vi 
tues, and the moſt beneficial in Hl 
man Life. 1 | 5 

Enough may have been ſaid to ii 
duce us to hold faſt our Faith, t 
eſteem it a Virtue, and Infidelity & 
Vice. But as the Author of Cl 
ftianity as old, 8c. ſeems to hai 
ſome- Reſerve in the Expreſſion, wha 
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en by diligent Enquiry diſcover 
re Appearances from Realities. The 


n appears to go round the Earth, 
t che direct contrary is believed, 


Cauſe found to be Truth, that the 
Ich goes round the Sun. Or, if 


ly againſt all other Truths, and 
8 courſe againſt all other Virtues al- 
W. Suppoſe the laſt Act of the Mind 


mmands and even forces Aſſent: If 
Whis holds in Faith, it holds in all 


erceiving Evidence, N 
There are ſome Degrees of Evi- 
Hence in all Caſes which will not ſuf- 


was the Caſe, the Objection lies 


neceſſary; that perceived Evidence 


ve, That this is not always the Caſe: 


1 — in all our ways of 


Er us to doubt any longer; and is it 
Fault in our Underſtandings, that 
85 wit” 


48 De neceſſary Agreement of 
they are thus formed? Is there 
Vu.irtue, becauſe the Force of ſome! u 
deniable Evidence obliges us to co 
fels it? Allowing the laſt Act of f 
Judgment neceſſary, yet the interm 
diate Steps are not ſo: We are free 
chooſing out the particular Truths 
contemplate, and muſt be virtuouli 
if there is any Virtue, in diſcoveri 
w What is beſt and fitteſt to be done. A 
we are more ſo in Matters of Fail 
than in any other; becauſe, beſidi 
the ordinary Exerciſe of the Und 
ſtanding in diſcovering the Eviden 
whether the Teſtimony be divine, 
no, there are other Difficulties to 
_ encounter'd. Faith is full of Prece 
which interfere with our carnal P. 
. fares, we may naturally wiſh them 
be falſe, and have an Intereſt : in dec 
believing them. To overcome the 
Renitences, theſe Averſions, to mal 
a faithful, an impartial Enquiry ini 
Matters of Faith, muſt be ſuch a 
ri „„ ma_ 


«a. 


ack af 54 1 a. 
/ill, as is highly vircuous, becauſe a- 
eat to the Rules of Virtue in - 
her Caſes. | 
_ whatſoever ihe Aa Mean- 
5 may be in this Propoſition, as it 
25 in his Book, it has a: very ill 
:ndency to perſuade Men, that their 
Inderſtandings are under a neceſſary 
irection, and by this means to pre- 
at all diligent UL of them in en- 
ring after Truth. It is calculated, 
dis his whole Book, to withdraw 
cn uns Revelation,” and to give 
>mſelves up to a ſort of Intuitive 
nowledge in Morality, which no 
an ever. was, or ever was defign'd 
be Maſter of; . which Suppo- 
on his own Performance, and in- 
ad all other Men's, would be as 
cat an Impertinence, as he would 
ſuade us that Revelation is. He 
W continually aſſerting, that nothing 
or can be revealed, which is not 
Vox. I. = open 
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may be confuted by univerſal Expe. 
rience. For it is certain that Perſot 


at greater moral Knowledge and Per 


Knowledge to Revelation, which b. 
oppoſes to it, and by which he woul 


Our Corruptions will be always aft 


8 Nen IP 4 


aer , 
are to their Senſes. This Poſition 5 
ſo monſtrous that it expoſes itſelf, and 


t 
{ 
{ 
f 


of the meaneſt Capacity and Educa 
tion have, and do every Day arri 


J 
I 
I 
7 
E 


fection, than ever any one of the Phi 
loſophers of old did, or could artai 
to: And no one can doubt but 'tha 
the Author himſelf -owes that ve 


perſuade Men to deſert it, and teh 
only on their o.n Reaſon. 

We live in an Age, in which Re 
velation has been attacked with gre 
Art and Subtilty by ſome, with gre 
Boldneſs and Perulancy by others, an 
with great Unreaſonableneſs by al. 


to favour the Side that favours then 


ba, wa ** e 
ſiſtances of Faith. ore tale un- 
to you the whole Armour of God, that 
ye may be able to withſtand in the evil 
Day above all taking the Shield of 
Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able to 
quench all the fiery Darts of the FOR 


* vi. 13, 16. 


DISCOURSE II. I. 


4 F andpeb for worldly Eſteem 
a great Hindrance to religion 
Truths 6 


R ; 


Jeux v. 44. 


How can ye Believe, who receive He 
nour one of another, and ſeek nit 
the Honour which. cometh from 
God wow P. - 


E may ities chat our Lod on 
XN 8 not only in a genera a | 
way inſtruct his Hearers in I int 
the Preparations neceſſary to pit 
| believe in, and follow him; but a ve. 
Occaſions offer, * 9 the pu. 
28 ticulat 


Fondneſs 


as theſe came in our Lord's way, they | 
gave him a handle of applying him- 


to them. So that beſides general and 


— 


ſuch as, Deny your ſelves, repent and 


find particular and ſpecial Inſtructions, 
adapted to thoſe many Inventions, 


thoves ; We may hear our Lord ſpeak- 
ing to the preſent State of our own 


ſelf in a proper and ſuitable manner 
comprehenſive Rules of Behaviour, 


believe the Goſpel, and the like, we may- 


which Men have ſought out unto: them 


Souls, and in whatſoever way of 
Wickedneſs our Feet have wandered, 


our infallible Guide points our to us, 


a ſhort and ſure Way of our Return 
into the Paths of our Duty and Hap- 
pineſs. The Scripture therefore may 


very reaſonably bear this Teſtimon / 


ticular Hindrances, and draws from 
them Perſonal Directions. There were 
doubtleſs in that Age Perſons under 
all ſorts of Indiſpoſitions and ill Ha- 


bits in regard to religious Truths, and L 
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. 1 for — — 
of it ſelf, that it is profitable e th 
 Friue, for Reproof, for Correibion, for Wn. 
ſruttion in „ that ile Man 
of God may be perfect, and ny 
farniſhed unto every good Work. So in- 
deed is the manifold Wiſdom of God 
expreſs d, ſo modelled and varied in 
the Scriptures, chat, like the flaming 
Sword, it turns every way to keep the 
Way of the Tree of Lik. It applies 
1 2 lf to every Age and Condition, 
every Diſpoſition and Capacity, every 
Want and Exigence, and draws us 
with all the Cords of a Man 4 
The Words of my Text are one of 
theſe particular Inſtructions addrefs'd 
to thoſe who receive Honout one a 
_ intimating, f 


Firfl, That whilſt they continue in 
that Practice, it is very difficult for 
them to believe in Chriſt, 


And Secondly, T hat in order to b 
lieve in O08 we _ not E. 
| e 


a Hindfante to-nelgious N.. 5 
the Praiſes of Mien, but that Honour 


EN 

1 which comes from God 19 = 

be 

ly Fat, The Words of my Tex in- 

- Wl timate to us, that whilſt we receive 
d — 0 
n very difficult for us r dekkere in 
5 Chriſt 

Ml We are not more fenfibls f'o our 

es Being, than we are of a Principle 

„ implanted in us to preferve it; and 

y dhat this Principle does net prompt 

as i us barely to continue our Exiſtence, 
but to extend and enlarge, and make 

of it as happy and comfortable as we can. 
de cannot conceive it poſſible for the 

of WO Almighty to bring a rational Being 


into Exiſtence, without making this 
Principle or Inelination a Part of his 


0 Conflicution. From a Conſciouſneſs of 
our own Powers and Perfections __ 
ariſe a Complace them, and 
„Deſire to improve t — Sa perfeckions 
ek 2 Conſciouſneſs, and Conſciouſ- 
he 
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around us, do ſo evidently and pow: 


— for- worldly Bern > o 


neſs without Complac 


imparted in vain. 


From this Love of our being pre 
the perfection of it we naturally de. 


fire all thoſe in ward Qualifications and 


_ outward Conveniences, which we think 
may beſt preſerve, improve and render 


our Exiſtence happy. 


As we are ſocial Creatures, * re 


* much Good or Evil i that 


Relation, ſo we naturally avoid all th: 


Evils and purſue all * Eappineb 


which we apprehend in Society. 
Nov the Love and Good-will, the 
Praiſe and Admiration of the Socicy 


_ erfully contribute to the Preſervation, 


ures, that the Man who does not per 


— and Happineſs of our Na 


ceive, and is not influenced by the 
Fitneſs and Suitableneſs of theſe _— 

to anſwer theſe ends, muſt be 
moſt dull an ſtupid Creature in the 
Wodds Thee is not a more ſtrid 
Re- 


rern AD > AE O00 =D 


> WW a Hindrance'to-religiour Truth. &© 
ſocts of thoſe Appetites, than between 
the: Particulars before mentioned. 
„The Honours and Praiſes: of Men 
ate ſo many Teſtimonies of our own 
Worth and Excellence; they are fo 
re · many Aſſurances of the Intereſt we 
hat have in them, of their Readineſs to 
the preſerve our Being and adminiſter to 
our Fans. e e 
The fame Principle which prompts 
the us to purſue and delight in theſe 
ej Honours, ſets us alſo on work to be- 
. ftow them; the ſame End is anſwer d 
on in our being obſerv d by ſuch as have 
Na many Admirers and Dependents, and 
er ſo much Power to make our Being 
the happy or miſerable, to preſerve, or 
deſtroy it : The Security and Hap- - 
. pineſs in this Caſe is mutual, and re- 
the ciprocal. i DSS Es = 
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de 
— is 


fall of Terror of veal Danger and Ny 
ſery, that we can no more reſtrain:@y 
Endeavours to avoid this difm 
fortorn and dangerous Condition, than 
the Diſſolution of our Body. No 
State can be more uneligible, none 
more repugnant to every Inclination 
of. our Nature, than to have out 
Hand againſt every Man, and ever 
Man's Hand againſt us, to live unde 


Cains Apprehenſion, a Puniſhment 


er than he or any other can bear 
 tharevery one who finds us ſhall ſhy ui 
So that to love the Praiſes of Men 
and feek Honour one of another, i 
2 Principle implanted in us by ou 
Maker, and muſt neceſſarily be: 
conſtituent Part of a rational and {6 
cial Creature ---—-- Trahimuy owns 
Laudis ſtudio, et optimus hs maxi- 
me Glorid ducitur. 


But 


difmnal;ichi 
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o H. 9 
But as all our Principles and Incli- 
ations are good, and wiſcly contri- 
ed and accommodared to great and 
llutary Ends, fo all are liable ro 
Abuſe and Irregularity; and the Abuſe 
or Miſapplication of any Power or 
Faculty of our Nature always bears a 
Proportion, and is more or leſs perni- 
ow and deſtructive of IG 
other Men's Being and Perfection, ac- 
ording to the Order it ſtands in, and 
the nearer or more remote Relation it 
Sears to theſe Ends. 
It is obvious to the firſt Thought, 
at this Direction of our Nature is 


= 


E. = 


moſt neceſſary and excellent, that no- 
ching could more effectually contri- 
ur bute to its Preſervation and Perfec- 


: tion. > 87 1 
ſo· What can be more worthy 


our 


1. Creator, or more beneficial to his 
xi Creature, than for this latter to be 
I thus laid under the ſtrongeſt Motives, 

I may ſay a kind of Neceſſity of ſeek- 
N ing 
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amongſt his Fellow-creatures as hi 
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ing his own Preſervation, Perfection 
and Happinels, and of rendring him- 


ſelf as agreeable to and conſiderable 


Nature will admit of? What more 
lovely and excellent than a general 
Emulation, who ſhall be moſt emi 
nent in all thoſe good Qualities, and 
poſſeſs molt of thoſe Materials which 
contribute moſt to our own and the 
Common Happineſs, to fee a whole 


”u * 


Species of Creatures contending toge. 


ther in Perfection, every one mani: 


feſting his beſt Endowments, and not 
bearing the Diſcovery of his Faults or 
Imperfections, without the utmoſt; 
Shame and Confuſion. - 
No if it ſhall appear, that this 
noble Propenſity, this divine Inſtind 
is mifapply'd and inverted, how fatal 
muſt be the Conſequences! What can 
follow but a general Deſtruction and 
Miſery, Imperfection and Degenerac 
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Hindrance to religious Truths. Of 
If chen we look abroad, and exa- 
mine into the State of the World, 
which is much the ſame now as it 
was in our Lord's Time, and the Ages 
before, we ſhall ſoon be convinced 
that this Principle, under its preſent 
Direction and Application, is one of 
the moſt effectual Cauſes of the pre- 
ſent Deſtruction and Miſery, Impet- 
fection and Degeneracy of Mankind, 
and of conſequence the greateſt Hin- 
n. drance to our Faith in Chriſt, and 
Obedience to his Doctrine. 
Let us only conſider with ourſelves 
upon what the Emulation of States, 
Cities, Families, and private Perſons 
turns. I need not give you a lon 
Detail of thoſe Particulars which are 
all Matter of our conſtant Experience. 
It may be ſufficient for me to appeal 
to every one of my Hearers, whether 
or no he does not find in every Com- 
pany he may fall into, many things 


ed by them as honourable and 


at all Adventures, and receive Hd 
nour one of another, as was befor 


ſet forth; then the extreme Difficuly 


to practiſe himſelf and recommend unt 
others, barely upon account of th 
Praiſes that are annex d to . in 


x if the Manners of Men are ge 


2 


Confederacy to honour theſe Ma 


the fame Exceſs of Riot; and laſth 
if we are under thoſe powerful li 


£ —_ 
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#4geous, Which he mult r 
his Reaſon and diſapprove in his E 


perience, but nevertheleſs is drawn it 


the Diſapprobation that muſt 2 


0 contrary Behaviour. ef 
I the World ſill lis in Wicks 


nerally i gular and pernicious, i 


of Combination 4 


ners, and diſcountenance and ſpei 
evil of thoſe who run not with us 1 


ducements to ſeek the Praiſes of Mu 


which muſt ariſe from chene of B 
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Pare or Concomitant of that Belief * 
very apparent. 

Shiny ane be een * 
upon a Behaviour which, he before 
knows, will involve him in general 
Diſgrace, or walk in a way which is 
very where ſpoken | i d 
encounter forbidding Loss de 
empruvus Words on eve Hand, thi 
m bear up under Scoffings and 
hame, and will nor be gail e d. 
molt 3Hy y Cortipliatice eo ad en. 
y and Bade apes bs. FO 


Teſtimony c 
be uncut 66/66 on Deng t H 
and on the left, that it I us 
thro” Honour and Difhonour, chro- 
Report and evil Report. 

It muſt be acknowledged indeed, 
ae this is the fitſt and moſt neceffaty 
Ingredient of Happineſs, atid were vw ] 
2 5 Creumrer, ** ſalflice us. 
But 


a regular Behaviour, which watt be u | 
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* | But as we have ſocial Faculties ani 
Inclinations, we muſt exert and in. 

dulge theſe as well as the reſt; t 

' neither pplvble nor:reaſopable. foe n 

to ſuſpend or obliterate one Half 0 

our Powers. The Fire neither can not 
ought to be pent up in our , ow: 
Breaſts, it endeavours by its own n 

tural Force to emit its Rays, and mu 

foine as well as burn. If our Con 
ſcience condemns us for. thoſe ven 
Things, for which others admire an 
applaud us, we can extract but lik 
Comfort from thence, our Praiſes ar 
our Reproach. And if we can acqui 
ourſelves when we are, condemned 
by the World, this muſt be rather: 
State of ſevere Trial and Exerciſs te. 
than of Freedom and Happineſs, vaſi 
ly remov d from that —— We 
enjoy when our ſingle and ſilent Te 
ſtimony is echoed and multiplied by 
the Approbation, and ſeal d to us by 
the joint Conſent of the Society # 
V round 


ance 10 ie 7 . 65 
round us; when every Man's Heart 
ſpeaks the ſame things in our behalf 
with our own, and ſtands as open to 
our Converſe, to our Intimacy and 
Familiarity, as our own doth. 

From what has been ſaid it muſt 
ppear with ſufficient Evidence, thar 
he Honours and Friendſhips of the 
World, as wicked as it is, or can be, 
ave ſo powerful an Aſcendant over 
us, are ſo adapted to our Inclinations, 
hat it is impoſſible, in the nature of 
hings, but we muſt ſeek and delight 
n them, till ſome ſuperior Motive be 
xhibited to us, I mean ſome Motive 
yhich is better accommodated to our 
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r iMAfcttions, and brings with it a grea- 
il ter Recompence of Reward. 

u Now the Honour which comes 
vom God only, is propos d, and will 
E = appear to be ſuch. 


y the Honour which comes Hein 
bj God only, we arc principally to un- 
+ derſtand the Honour which will ſuc- 
nd Vote ä ceed 
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to our Love of Being and Perſeoſpe 


ceed in our future State of Exiſt 


of it are moſt frequently inſiſted 


Endeavours by a neceſſary — 


muſt be. preferable to a mortal 2 


imperfect, and mixt with Good 2 
Evil; the Society of Angels and dt 


_ Converſation of Men very 


ö 26>," 2s * g N FER ES . * 3 ; p CLINE” 0 I" 4 
n * 9 3 N r n n * de Ko 
* . L . 8 * ST 34. by 
=; : Us , SR 
. 18 ; 
1 La * . * * 0 . * 4 K 
— , 4 - . — } 1 Wy un V , 4 % 


the Glory that ſhall follow. - _-- 

Of al the Circumſtances ads ou 
he State reveal'd in the Scriptures, 
the Glory, Honour, and Immortality 


upon as the beſt ſuited to our Nature 


tion. 


If the Thing mb this Life & wor 
our Affechons, and excite 0 


the Things of the next will be founlf 


more efficacious by every one wh 


conſiders them, and applies then 8 bl 
his Affections. ſa 
An immortal and „ Sa G 


corruptible; a State of perfection an 
complete Happinels, to one diſeaſi 


Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, 1 


an 


and wicked; the Approbation of our 
ord and of all his holy Angels, an in- 
umerable Company, to the little 
lactery of our own corrupt Species. 
he Shame and Confuſion, which 
very wicked Man muſt fall under 
at the Day of Judgment, when the 
Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſclos d, 
more terrible than any kind or. degree 
of Reproach which can overtake us 
in this Life. rent „ 
I would not be thought to declaim 
at random againſt the Honours of 
this World, we all know the agreea- 
ble Force they have over us; bur 1 
ay the Honour which comes from 
God muſt have a greater, and cannot 


ſolutely impoſſible in Nature for any 
Perſon to be influenced by a weaker 
Motive, or leſs Good, when a grea- 


but may keep his future State and 
de Glory of it on his Mind, and 
* VVV 
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but overcome the World. It is ab- 


ter is at hand; and there is no Man 


| 68 _. Fondneſs for worldly Efteern + 
_ whilſt he does fo, the Praiſes of Men 
can have no Power over him. 5 
It is in vain for us to alledge in 
our Excuſe, that things preſent and 
ſenſible have naturally a greater Eff. 
l cacy with us than things futun 
=_ - and inviſible. This is falſe in Fact 
1 If we examine into the Conduct d 
our Lives, I mean the Exerciſe cn 
our Affections, we muſt find, that x 
ſoon as things become preſent, and 
fall under our Enjoyment, we for th 
moſt part deſert them, and are im 
mediately called off, to purſue ſome 
thing diſtant and future. Hope anf 
Expectation are our moſt conſtan 
and entertaining Affections; and 'ti 
only want of Attention to the EVN hi 
dence and Worth of things not ſeen, Sh 
which makes us walk by Sight, and h⸗ 
not by Faith; which want of Aten; [i 
tion to any Object, be it preſent a 
future, viſible or inviſible, muſt equal {e] 
ly deltroy its Efficacy. WE: 


4 Hindrance to religious Truths, 0 
Moſes, and the Worthies of Old, 
eſtcem'd the Reproach of Chriſt greater 
Riches than the Treaſures of Egypt, for 
he had reſpect unto the Recompence 
of Reward. Others were tortur'd, nor 
accepting Deliverance that they might 
obtain a better Reſurrection. 
O præclarum diem (ſays the Heathen) 
cum ad illud divinum animorum conci- 
hum cetumque proficiſcar, cumque ex hac 
urba et colluvione diſcedam | proficiſcar 
im non ad eos ſolum viros, de quibus 
ante dixi, ſed etiam ad Catonem meum 
quo nemo vir melior natus eſt, nemo pie- 
tate præ ſtantio. 801 
Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of 
our Faith, for the Joy that was ſer before 
him, endur'd the Croſs, deſpiſing the 
en Shame, and is ſer down at the right 
od hand of the Throne of God; con- 
en ſider therefore him, who endur d ſuch 
a Contradiction of Sinners againſt him- 
al elf; recollect the ſtrange Scene of 
Mockery and Shame he paſſed thro, 
2 1 leſt 
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leſt ye be weary and faint. in you 
. ͤ ͤ V 9c broad 
The Apoſtles were not aſham d d 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, they ſpake th 
Word with all Boldneſs, at - fam 
time as they were made a Spectac 
to Men and Angels, ſer upon a Th 
atre for publick Scorn and Contemp 
- accounted as the Filth of the Worl 
and the Off-ſcowring of all things, th 
very Dregs and Refuſe; They thoug 
the Sufferings of the preſent Tim 
great as they were, not worthy to H 
compar'd to the Glory which wol 
be revealed in them. I 
lf we recolle& the Words of o 
Lord, Whoſoever ſpall confeſs me bejn 
Men, him ſhall the Son of Man alſo ce 
- feſs before the Angels of God. And wh 
ſoewver ſpall be aſhamed of me and 
Words, of bim ſpall the Son of Man i 
aſhamed when he ſhall come in his 0 
_ . Glory and in his Father's, and of the i 
Angeli. If we conſider the ſurpriſi 
15 : 8 


cen 
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Scene which the laſt Day muſt diſ- 
cloſe, when the God of all Glory ſhall 
pronounce upon the Actions of Men, 
and appoint them their proper Man- 


ſions in his Houſe, their Places and 


Titles of Honour in his Kingdom; 
when the Mean and Baſe of this World, 
the Vile and Contemptible ſhall be 
placed on the right Hand of God 
with Crowns of Glory; ſhall fir on 
Thrones judging the once Great and 
Honourable of the Earth, whoſe Pomp 
cannot follow them, whoſe Honour 
has been long ſince laid in the Duſt, 
and whoſe Diſgrace in the Court ef 
Heaven muſt be fo much the more 
inſupportable, as being a State fo dif- 
ferent from what they enjoyed here on 
Earth. — If ve conſider that then 
ſhall the righteous Man ſtand in great 
Boldneſs, before the Face of ſuch as 
have afflicted him, and made no Ac- 
count of his Labours; when they ſee 
it, they ſhall be troubled with terrible 

| F = Fear, 


„„ - Fondnge for-worldly Ebi. 
Feear, and ſhall be amazed at the Strange 
nels of his Salvation, ſo far beyond il 
that they looked for. And that they u 
penting and groaning for Anguiſh 0 
Spirit, ſhall ſay within themſelves; I 
ua. he whom we had | ſometime i 
Deriſion and a Proverb of Reproach; 
wwe Fools accounted his Life Maint(; 
and his End to be without Honon 
How is he numbered among the Childra 
of God, and his Lot is among the Saint: 
Any of theſe Conſiderations woul 
effectually convince us, that -neithe 


n 
Ac 
th 
A 
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the Expreſſions nor Behaviour of tio 
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* Apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians pro it 
6 ceeded from wild Enthuſiaſm, or thin 


like, but from Soberneſs and Truth. 
The Effects are as adequate to thei 
Cauſe, and the Behaviour as well pro 
portioned to the Motive as in an 
other Caſe more familiar to our Ex 

: perience. t eng inn ei 
From what has been ſaid, it ap 
pears plainly; Firf, That God is no 


4 


* 


a — 70 aki. 7 . 
a hard Maſter, reaping where he has 


1 


the Motives annex d to them, to our 
Affections; inſomuch, that nothing i is 


make them effectual to us, as they 


upon this vain, uncertain, and miſe- 
(if it may be called afar off) into 


indeed may be nearer to us, than our 


veſted with, is it worthy the 


Ambitiontof our Natures? I ige 
am here play the Orator in rallying our 
Ex fooliſh Choice, the groſs Abſurdity 
and perverſeneſs of our Conduct but 
ap 1 mall only put you in mind of that 
not n and eternal W eight of Glory 


| reſerved 


not ſown; but that his Precepts are 
adapted to our Underſtandings, and 
wanting but our own Application to 
have been to others. And how ſhame- 
fully muſt we be wanting to our ſelves, 
WE beſtow all our Care and Thought 
table Life, and will not ſee a' far off 


our next Stage of Exiſtence, which 


neareſt Expectation Does this be- 
come the noble Faculties we are = 


3 7 
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 xeſerved for us in the Heavens; do bu 
admit the magnificent Idea, and it mul 
work for it ſelf, it will make us ſuperig 
to all the Power of the Adverſary 
| whilſt without it, we become th 
| Sport of every Temptation, we muſt 
ſide with the World, and ſneak int 
baſe Compliances, and may be ſneereſ i t 
out of our Salvation by every rah 
and thoughtleſs Mortal. How fon 

| therefore ſhould we be of a Contem 
plation fo fall of Hope and Af 
rance, of Energy and Motive? Anif 
how muſt we be covered with Sham: 
and Confuſion, if we reflect on th 
dumb Idol that ſucceeds in its Room, 
whenſoever we ſuffer it to depar 
Diſtribution the Honours of ti 


World are more eſpecially committed 
are, if poſſible, more concern'd in 
this matter than others. When Ho 


a Hindrance 16 religious Truths. 75 
buffs port to virtuous. Principles, and runs 
ut parallel with the Laws of God and 
ia our Country, as was moſt certainly 
ry. deligned in the original Conſtitution 

of Things, it cannot be too much 

4 and encouraged. But when 

the Dictates of Honour are contrary 

to thoſe of Religion and Equity, 
they are the greateſt Depravations of 
human Nature, by giving wrong 
Ambitions and falſe Ideas of what is 
good and laudable, and ſhould ther- 
fore be exploded by all Governments, 
and driven out as the Bane and Plague 
of human Societ . 

Thirdly, We of this Place ſhould 
conſider the uncommon Opportuni- 
ties we enjoy of encouraging Virtue, 
and diſcountenancing Vice in the Di- 
ſtribution of our Honours ; we who 
are in a good meaſure ſecluded from 
the World, and form'd into {mall So- 
cieties, under very extraordinary Re- 

be... a gulations; 


oſt 


— 


gulations ; where our Cuſtoms and 
Faſhions are preſcrib'd to us in almoſt 
every Particular, by wiſe and good 
Men, and not left to the Caprice of 
the World. Should any low or vi 
cious Qualifications gain Eſteem 2. 
mongſt us, and become matter of 
Recommendation to our higheſt Ho- 
nours and Preferments, I will ſay no- 
ching at preſent of the Conſequence, 
but this muſt be far more inexcuſable, 


than in Societies more mix'd and dif. 


fus d, which are govern'd alſo by mz 
ny Perſons of different education, and 
by Laws more general and looſe. 
Pourthhy, Thoſe few Perſons, the 
Eyes of whoſe Underſtanding are en- 
lightned, fo that they know, what i 
the Hope of the Calling, of the God 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt the Father of 
Glory, and what is the Riches of the 
Glory of his Inheritance in the Saints, 
ought in common Prudence to aſſo- 
cCiate themſelves together as much 2 


poſſe 


poſſible, to comfort, ſupport and 
ſpcak often one to another; ſeeing a 
true and lively Faith is ſo rare amongſt 
profeſſing Chriſtians, and is like to 


meet with ſore Diſcouragements, as 
our Lord foretels, even to the time of 


his ſecond Coming. 
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Laſtly, As the Jeus believed ack - 


Moſes in our Lord's Account, not- 


withſtanding their Zeal for the Law | 


and the Temple, ſo we ſhould do 


well, to examine our ſelves whether 


we be in the Faith, to prove our own 
ſelyes particularly by the Teſts given 
us in my Text. If we love the Praiſes 


of Men, verily we have our Reward, 


ſuch as it is; and be it great as it will, 
it muſt terminate with this Life, if it 
does not fail us before: It adminiſters 
no Hope, it opens no Proſpect of 
Glory in the Life to come: A nar- 


row Ambition! If we ſeek the Ho- 
nour which comes from God, in all 


probability it will | deprive us of many : 


Com- 


- der are ſo many Exerciſes of thok 


Fondnefs of worldly Eftetm * 
Comforts, and involve us in ſomt 
Difficulties, but it brings with it : 
Hope which maketh not aſhamed 
Even the Diſcouragements we fall un. 


Virtues which will increaſe our futut 
Glory, and of Conſequence our pre 
ſent Satisfaction. So that we may {a 
with the Apoſtle, (how great a Pa 
radox ſoever it may ſeem to others 
Behold, we count them happy which en 
dure. Theſe are Teſts fo ſtrong and 
determinate, that I perſuade my (lf, 
there is not one who hears me thi 
Day, but has already judged himſel} 
and knows diſtinctly by which of rhek 
two Motives his Conduct is influ 
enced. _ wy 
May we all meditate on theſe thing), 
and give our ſelves wholly ro them, 
and not ſuffer them to go away as: 
Morning Cloud or the early Dev. 
Whilſt we rerain them in our Mind, 
our Converſation, our TONTEVU 1 


a Hindrance to religious Truth, 79 
de in Heaven: It will be no diſſi- 
Task to us, by patient Continu- 

ance in well - doi 2 ſeek for Glory 
and Honour and Immortality; the 
ame Affections which yield us our 
preſent Pleaſures under their preſenc 
Gratifications, the ſame Love of Bein 

and Perfection, when better directed, 
and exerciſed on more worthy Ob- 
jects, will —_— _ to us 3 
ments proportio reater and more 
cove {a Nelke al withour 
Loſs, and fave our Life, by —_ it 
for Chriſt's Sake. —-- Not as pleaſ- 
ing Men, but God — How perplexed 
and variable a thing is this pleaſing 
Men! God, we all know how to 
pleaſe better than any ſingle Perſon 
of in the World --- Men, a corrupt, ig- 
mM norant, humourſome, ſhort-liv'd Race; 
Cod, eternal, immutable. Un 

w. Brethren, if there be any Virtue, 
dz if there be any Praiſe, if we have any 
ill Spark of Ambition kindled in our 


78 Fondneſs of worldly Efeem 
Comforts, and involve us in foi 
Difficulties, but ir brings with it 2 
Hope which maketh not aſhamed 

Even the Diſcouragements we fall un- 
der are ſo many Exerciſes of tho: 
Virtues which will increaſe our furur, 
Glory, and of Conſequence our pre 
ſent Satisfaction. So that we may fa 
with the Apoſtle, (how great a Pa 

radox ſoever it may ſeem to others 
= Behold, we count them happy which en 

10 dure. Theſe are Teſts ſo ſtrong and 

determinate, that I perſuade my {lf 
there is not one who hears me thi 

Day, but has already judged himſelf 

and knows diſtinctly by which of thek 
two Motives his Conduct is influ 

1 — 7 70) 

i May we all meditate on theſe thingy, 
and give our ſelves wholly to them, 
and not ſuffer them to go away as: 

Morning Cloud or the early Dew 

Whilſt we rerain them in our Minds 
our Converſation, our ToAireuut * 


me oc in Heaven 27 will be no diffi- 
- 2Mcult Task to us, by patient Contine- 
ed ance in well-doing, to ſeek for Glory 
in. and Honour and Immortality; the 


ſame Affections which yield us our 
ur preſent Pleaſures under their preſent 

rel Gratifications, the ſame Love of Bein 

fa and Perfection, when better directed, 

pa and exerciſed on more worthy Ob- 

rs jects, will furniſh out to us Enjoy- 

ments proportionably greater and more 

ſincere; we may forſake all wichour 


Loſs, and fave our Life, by loſing it 
for Chriſt's Sake. —-- Not as pleaſ- 


ing Men, but God How perplexed 
and variable a thing is this pleaſing 
Men! God, we all know how to 
pleaſe better than any ſingle Perſon 
in the World --- Men, a corrupt, ig- 
norant, humourſome, ſhort-liv'd Race; 
God, eternal, immutable. Is 
Brethren, if there be any Virtue, 
if there be any Praiſe, if we have any 
Spark of Ambition kindled in our 
"141 5 Souls, 


Souls, 38 —— — 5 
on theſe Things, let us contem 
= the Riches of the 6 
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1G 17 mean tine, - when there were 94 
thered rogerber an innumerable multi- 
tude of people, _ that they 
trod one upon another, he began to 
ſay unto his Di iſciples ; Firſt of all be- 


ware ye of the Leaven f the Phari- 


ſees, which 3 is Hypoerify. "LILY 


CE O W EV E R the Jewiſh) Na- 
tion, at the time of our 


fallen into a State very re- 
| Wore Gow what their Religion ſhould 
«il Vol. I. 1 \ have | 


— 


Lord's Appearance, were = 


LBS <p 
* . to: However ab. 


: corrupted the Law by their Trac 
f inverted che great Deſign of it, whid 


were a People openly and ſcandalou 


| lous People, extremely ſtrict * * 
pulous in their Religion. They 


Abraham, * the Diſci ples of Mo 1 


| Scriptures they thought they had Eta 
nal Life. So ſtrict were 697 in tle 
Obſervation of their Law, that in 
ſome things they went beyond eve 
the Rigour of = Letter, adding 2 


Th Nature wy 


| 4 by the Even 


as, to be their Schoolmaſter to brin 
em unto Chriſt; yet we are ng 
from hence to W that the 


ly wicked, or that they had no kin 

7 Regard to God or his Laws. 
On the contrary, we have mai 

Inſtances of their being a very 26 


tend that they were the Children 6 5 


Our Lord acknowledges 
truſted in Moſes, and ping: in h 


"Weight to * Which was before i K 
5 2 Burde | 


Danger of Hypoeriy, 83 © 
Burden. not to be borne. Their great | 
avils againſt our Lord and his Diſ- 
iples were, their Non-obſervance of © 
the Law, their Diſregard to the Tem- 
ple, their breaking the Sabbath, and 
the Freedom of their outward Beha- 
our; they repreſent him as a Glut- 
ton and a Wine: bibber, a Friend of 
publicans and Sinners, with whom 
hey would not ſo much as eat, nor 
onverſe with ;-- a Samaritan, Our Lord 
pproves of their Teaching, when he 
8 Ui his Followers do as Bo taught, 
and when he tells chem, that unleſs 
their Righteouſneſs exceeded the Righ- | 
teouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, 5 
hey ſhould in no caſe enter into the | 
Kingdom of Heaven, he plainly in- 
timates that they had ſome Kind or | 
Degree of Righteouſneſs, tho it came 
ſhort, and was inſufficient. St. Paul 
teſtifies for them, that they had a 
7 1 Zeal of God, tho not according to 
e Knowledge; and St. Peter, ſpeaking 


— Us of 
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of the Crucifixion of Chriſt, ſays, | 
wot that through Ignorance ye did i, 
as did alſo your Rulers; and our Lord 
in his Interceſſion for them on th 
Croſs, acknowledges that they kner 


not what they did. From theſe, ani 

many other the like Particulars, in 25 

muſt conclude that the Fews, in. 
ſtead of being a profane and diſſolut: 4 

| vere a very zealous and religion * 

„„ Fn anoti;rwad he 
My Deſign in what I have hithef © 

to faid, is, to awaken our own At 3 
tention to bring the Caſe. home 1 65 
ourſelves, who may be apt to rhinkMl 1 

that we are but little concern d in i 10 
Caution given forth ſo many Age . 

ago, and againſt a wicked and irre 10 


ligious People; whereas if we recol 
lect, we ſhall ſcarce find in ourſelya 
a greater Zeal for, or. Regard to the 
Goſpel, be it as great as it will, than 
theſe Phariſees had to the Law; and 
I fear, upon further Enquiry, it wil , 
I = : appear, 


Danger of oth. 3 
pear, that there is ar leaſt. equal 
Neaſon for the Caution to be re- 
ew'd, and apply d to the preſent State 
pf Religion. : \ 
Before I proceed farther, cannot 
ur take notice both of the Occaſion, 
vhich our Lord choſe, to give his 
Diſciples the Caution in my Text, it 
vas when there were gathered toge- 
her an innumerable Multitude of 
cople, inſomuch that they trod one 
pon another; -- and of the Emphaſis 
vich which it is introduced; Firft of 
Il, beware ye of the Lives of the 
Phariſees, which is Hypocriſy. For 
Who' ſome Criticks. refer the Words, 
irſt of all, to the foregoing. Part of 
he Sentence, as they are a lo ſtop d 
n our Tranſlation, yet whoever reads 
he Original cannot queſtion but they 
delong to the latter; and that the Yo 
ould run, not that our Lord fi 
Fall ſaid unto them; but that he 15 
0 chen, Beware ” ff of a 
G 3 
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the Leaven o the Phariſees, which ; it Man 
H Lypoc riſy. u 

In diſcourſi ing further upon which 
Words, it will be — that Ide. 


ſhew you 


Firſt, What is here meant by Hy 
pocriſy, that we may have as clear and 
diſtinct a Notion as poſſible of th " 
Thing we are to beware of. 

_ * Secondly, That we conſider it un 
der the Character of Leaven, which 
ſcems to carry with it ſome peculia 
Reaſons of Caution. 

_ - Thirdly, That 1 inforce the Exhor 
ration rom the moſt weighty and 
important Motives. 


Firſt then, we are to con er what 
is here meant by Hypocriſy, that we 
may have as clear and diſtinct à No- 
tion as poſſible of the Thing we ar 
to beware of 

The Hypocriſy of the Pharife 
conſited 9 in a 3 Zeal 1 1 

+ 


par. 
and Shew of outward Religion, with- 
out a due Regard to the Internal and 
piricual part of it; as will be evi- 
dent from the fevers Characters? given 
of it in the New Teſtament. 
In Matth. 23. where our Lord de- 
nounces a Chain of Woes upon the 
Scribes and Phariſees, under the Cha- 
rater of Hypocrites; the ſeveral De- 
criptions of their Hypocriſy are, That 
they devoured Widows Houſes, and for 
a Pretence made long Prayers; that they 
Wcompaſſed Sea and Land to Holy 44 
Proſelyte, and when he was made, they 
made him two-fold more the Child 
Hell, than them ſelves; that they paid 
Tithe of Mint, and Aniſe, and Cummin, 
hu and omitted the weightier Matters 5 
werte Law, 7 t, Mercy and Fair 
lo: chat they made clean the ourſide of the 
Cup and of the Platter, but — were 
ull of Extortion and Exceſe; that they 
were like unto whited Sepulchres, which 
on, W indeed appear beautiful outward, * but 
nd Gs 


| De Mature and 
ere within full of dead Men's Bones 
and of all Uncleanneſs; even ſo, thy 
outwardly appeared righteous unto Men, 
but within were full of Hypocriſ au 
Iniquity. Te Hypocrites, ſays our Lon 
in another Place well did Efaias pre 
pheſy concerning you, ſaying, This Pu 
ple draweth nigh unto me with thi 
Mouth, and honoureth me with thi 
Lips, but their Hears is far from me 
. This Hypocriſy of the Phariſees i 
juſtly compared to Leaven by ou 
Lord upon account of irs Qualitisf 


its ſecret and inſenſible ſpreading 1 
- ſelf, and communicating its Influenc; 
and its elating and puffing up ti: 

Maſs in which it works: The firſt d 
which Qualities our Lord :obſerw 
where he likens the Kingdom d 

Heayen t6 Leaven hid in three Mer 
ſures of Meal, till the whole wa 
leaven'd; and the laſt is a comma 
Interpretation in the Jewiſh. Writer. 

I fay. that this Hypocriſy. is juſth 


* , 
: % 
S cc 


/ 


com 


eminent and active Men amo 
them: Vet we may collect, from 
lic O . they expreſs of the 
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WO to 32 upon — two 
Accounts, will appear as well from 
the Hiſtory, as from the Nature of 
the Thing itſelt. 

The Hiſtory informs us, that this 
Leaven had tinctured the whole eu- 
Nation; and tho it be priricipal- 
5 charg'd upon the Phariſces, yet it 
was al common with the Sadducees 
and Herodians, the only Sects amongſt 
the Fews taken notice of in the Goſ- 
pels. In this Hypocriſy they agreed, 


bow widely, ſoever they differed in 


other Particulars; and tho the whole 
Body of the People ſeem not, in our 


Lek s time, to have divided them- 


ſclves into theſe Parties, nor ſepara- 


ted from each other, under theſe Di- 
ſtinctions (however zealous theſe ſe- 


veral Factions might be in gaining 
Proſelytes) but only ſome of the more 


- 


Phariſces 
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Pharifees upon all Occaſions, that thy 
Groſs of the People admired: 
 Piery, and imitated their Mann 
and admitted their Leaven, and that 
ral was external and ceremonial. If 
indeed they had not been wholly pre. 
engaged by this kind of Religion, 
they muſt have better unde! Ker and 
more readily complied with ow 
Lord's fpiritual Interpretations of thi 
And if we trace this Leaven on tl 
Chriſtianity, we ſhall find that it con 
tinued to ferment amongſt the nev 
Converts, notwithſtanding the grea 
Induſtry of Cheiſt and his Apoſtle 
to aboliſh the Shadow by introducing 
the Subſtance, and the happy Diffe- 
rence they ſhewed betwixt the Ript- 
teouſneſs of Works and of Faith, 

*T was not long before certain of the 

Phariſees who 1 aſſerted that 
it was needſul to circumciſe the _ 


les, and to wk. mm hn to * 
be Law of Moſes. The Galatians 
yere bewitched by this Doctrine, they. 
delired to be wits 42 the Law. . Peter 
and Barnabas were carried away by 
his Diſſimulation, or Hypocriſy, as it 
js in the Original: And the great De- 
lign of almoſt all St. Pauls E TR 
ſs co retrieve his ſeveral Correſpon- 
dents from the ſpreading Leaven of 
this Error. I cannot but take notice 
of a Proverbial Sa ying of St. Paulis 
rhich he twice makes uſe of; and 
where it occurs in his Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, it is expreſly upon the very 
Occaſion I am now ſpeaking of, viz. 
their Readineſs to relapſe into the Ce- 
remonial Law ---- a little Leaven, ſays 
he, leaveherh the whole Lump. 
However the Profeflion of C 
ſtianity increaſed under the Miniſtra- 
tion of the Apoſtles, rhe Life and 
Spirit of it were ſupported with the 
R Hh = 7 
loved, 


ES = 27 © SAS. = 


2 SKS 8 8 


—_— The Mature and © 
loved, when I gave all Diligence ti ho 
 ewrite unto you concerning the comma 
Salvation, it was needful for me 1 
= urite unto you, and exhort you, tha . 
1 ye ſhould earneſtly contend for the Faith Hi 
| which was once delivered to the Saints, 
Here he repreſents the Faith once di. 
liwered to the Saints in great Danger 
almoſt as ſoon as delivered, and that 
. roo from Men who crept in unaware 
= amongſt them. St. Paul ſays to Th 
| mothy, This thou knoweft, that all thy} 
which are in Aſia are turned awa) 
| from me; not probably from the out- 
ward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, but 
from the true and lively Faith of it 
In purſuance of which, we find af 5 
terwards in St. John's Account of the 
Seven Churches in 4ſ½ that ther WW. 
were among fi them, thoſe, who called il - 
themſelves Jews, but were not, but the 9 
Jynagogue of Satan; that had a Name I gh 
that they liv d, but were dead. In the ch 
Characters of the laſt Days of the 
a Goſpel 


— 


hould run into. all kinds and degrees 
of Immorality, and that whilſt they 
dem d the Power,” they ſhould ſtill pre- 


erye 4 Form of Godlineſs. And tho 


our Lord queſtions whether at his 
Second Coming he ſhould find Faith on 
the Earth; yet we have not the leaſt 


2 = 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, we find that Men 


* 7 


profeſſion of Chriſtianity ſhould be 


hid aſide or diminiſh'd. If we look 


into the State of Religion during the 


Reign of Conſtantine, and fo on thre? 


the Times of Popery, we lee at Once 


the ſpreading and infectious Quality 


of this Leaven. And tho at the time 
of the Reformation it met with a 
ſore Check, yet there is ſtill room for 
it to work and ferment amongſt us; 


I would only ask whether every reli- 


gious Community does not prefer 8 , 


{clf to others chiefly upon account of 
the Externals of Religion; and whe- 


ther thoſe Men in each, who are 


moſt 


| rence of all kind of Ceremony, th 
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moſt me and noiſy upon the 
Particulars, have not more of thi 
Honours, and Preferments, and Coun: 
tenance of the World? 1 cannot by 
| obſerve of a wayward Party of Ma 
amongſt us, who profeſs an Abhox 


in forſaking divine and decent Forman 
they have Kallen into thoſe that are e 
rac and perhaps do reſt in and 
rely upon them more, than any othelii# 
fort of Men do _ any orher wha" 
foever. 

Hiſtory then gives us a fafficie bu 
Teſtimony of the ſpreading and infec 
tious Quality of this Leaven, 
If we conſider the Nature of th 
Thing, we need not at all vonder a 
it. 

We cannot, if we coed: nia ou 
of our Minds the /Exifletice of a God; 
and Religion, or the Worſhip of him, 
is fo cloſely annexed to his Exiſtence, i m 

. we know not how to ſeparat 


. 


There are * — 4 Perſons : 

the duly conſider the Purity of his 
| . Worſhip. All 6 — 
muſt be religious. Even thoſe Men 
whoſe Religion engages them to hear 
Scriptures, and the like, and ſo 
cannot but have ſome juſt Senſe of God 
1 Religion; even they, chro the 
Depravity of their Nature, are too 
apt _ reſt iin a Worſhip which-does-nor 
not oblige them to deny chemſelves 
and mortify their Luſts; prove not 
only reconcileable with cheir V. ices, 
but alſo very promotive of their lo- 
2 and Intereſt, and Pleatare in 


Chritians ſhould be the Synagogue 
of Satan is ſo far from being a ching 
to be wondered at, that it is rather 
ſtrange that every Wolf does not ap- 


pear in Shorps Clothing, and that 
the greateſt Rake in n is not the 


w_ Wha 4 at 


World. That a Set of -profeſled 
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A4 s to the other Quality of Leave 
| 4 its puffing up and elating the Mal 
in which it works, which St. Pai 
=" alludes to in that other Paſſage when 
= in he uſes the Proverbial Saying be 
fore taken notice of; ye are puffed uy, 
your 2 not good, ſays th Nur 
Je not that a little Leaven leaventi 
; the whole Lump? The Inſtances d 
= it in the Phariſees are ſo many and 
= notorious, - that I need not ſet the 


1 particularly before you. I ſhall men tie 


tion only this one. When our Lotlf 
ſpake a Parable unto certain whid 
* truſted in themſelves that they wen 
righteous, and deſpiſed others, | 
chuſes the Character of a Phariſee u 
repreſent them by before all othen 
And there is no Man but muſt har 
obſerved, that the great Zealots fo 
External Religion, are always head 
and bet. minded and that their Mou 
2 great ſwelling Words, that the 
oaft themſelves that they are righteow, 


and deſpiſe others. | It 
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It remains now that I inforce our 
Lord's Exhortation from the moſt 
weighty and important Motives. 
If we reſt in External Religion, be 
it of what Kind it will; if our Opi- 
nions and Obſervances are the real 
Truths of Chriſtianity; and the ac- 
know ledg d Inſtitutions of God, things 
that we ought to believe and do; yet 
if we omit the weightier Matters of 
the Law, here's no room for Diſtinc- 
tion, then we are Hypocrites: And 
if the meek and lowly Jeſus, who 
came to ſeek and to ſave that which 
was loſt, could pronounce ſo many 
Woes and Curſes upon this Hypocri- 
ſy of the Jews, whoſe Religion was 
very external and ceremonial; from 
whoſe Heart the Vail was untaken a- 
way; whoſe Obſervances alſo were ri- 
my and ſevere, coſtly and expen- 
we; what can a Chriſtian Hypocrite 
expect, whoſe Religion is diveſted of 
all external Pomp and Shew, who has 

Voi.l. _Þ the 
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open to his firſt View; whoſe Accep- wi 
tance with God is continually and il 
undeniably founded on the Renewal . 
of his Nats and whoſe outw-ard . 
Obſeryances, whatſoever they may oY 
be, muſt come far ſhort of thoſe af 
the Phariſees? If God fays to his Peo- N 
ple of old (Iſa, 66. z.) Ele tha 1 
leth an Ox, is as * Man; l - 
that Sacrificeth a Lamb, as if he cu -* 
M 4 Dog's Neck, be that offereth a 5 
Oblation, as the be offered Swint' 

Blood; he that burneth Incenſe, as if 4 | 
he Bleſſed an Idol; yea, they have ch. « 
ſen their own Ways, and their Soul de 6 
lighteth in their Abominations ; If Gol | 
here interprets the Obſervance of his 1 
own Inſtitutions, by thoſe, who ha 
in other things choſen their own ways : 
as the moſt notorious Acts of Immo- 1 
rality, Murder and Idolatry; with 1 
What Eye muſt the Almighty behold b 
* and e Chriſtians! n 


what 
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Danger of Hypoerily., 99 
what Words can reach their Caſe? No 
wonder that the Portion of the Hy- 
pocrite is repreſented in the New Te- 
ſtament as the moſt terrible and ſe- 
vere, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſb- 


ing of Teeth. | { | | 7 8 \ 
If we conſider the End or Uſe of 
Religion, which is to perfect our Na- 

tures and enlarge our Happineſs here 

and for ever; we cannot but ſee at 
once, that the Obſervation of a few 
external Rites, or aſſenting ro ſome 
particular Opinions, contribute not at 

all to this End, if in the mean time 

our evil Diſpoſitions remain uncor- 
rected; if we indulge our Paſſions, and 
gratify our Appetites, and diſtreſs and 

annoy each other in the ſame manner, 

as if no ſuch Rites were inſtituted, or 
Opinions contracted. What Advance | 
is there, in this Caſe, towards Perfec- 2} 
tion or Happineſs? Can thoſe things | 
beof any Service to our Souls, which / 
never come near them, which reform 

_—_— not 
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leave us the very ſame, or perhaps 


worſe. Men than they found us? This 
kind of Religion is ſo far from being 
of any Advantage to us, that it is 
the greateſt Obſtruction to true Per- 
fection: Generally ſpeaking, Men had 


better have no Religion at all. For 
tis by means of this we ſhut up the 


Kingdom of Heaven againſt ourſelves; 


being ſecure in this, we look after no 
other Righteouſneſs; and ſo the Pub- 


licans and Harlots, who are ſelf-con- | 


demn'd in their Behaviour, and have 
nothing to truſt to, and therefore lic 
open to Conviction, enter in before 
us. Was this the whole of Chriſtia- 
nity, as indeed it is of too many 
Men's, it would be as ridiculous as 
ſome Men endeavour to repreſent it. 


But he who purſues the End of the 
Commandment, which is Charity, the 
two Points on which hang all the 
Law and the Prophets; whoſe Temple, 


and 
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not one of our moral Habits, but 
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ſuch a Man's Religion, inſtead of Fi- 
gure and Shadow, is all Subſtance 
and Evidence, Spiric and Life; and 
he can ſooner admit any Contradiction 
or Abſurdiry whatſoever, than once 


ſuppoſe it poſſible that God ſhould fail 
them who ſeek him diligently in this = 


manner. 


The Words immedi tely following | 


my Text are theſe ---— For there is no- 


thing covered, that ſhall not be reveal- 
ed; neither hid, that ſhall not be known, 


Words which carry in them the great- 


elt Diſcouragement to Shew and Ap- 


pearance; and the-higheſt Reaſon for 
our adorning the hidden Man of the 
Heart in that which is not corrupti- 


ble. Who would put on a Mask, if 


ken off, and the Shame and Confu- 


fon which muſt attend his Diſcovery? 


= 
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and Altar, and Incenſe, are in his 
own Breaſt, and who there makes a 
Covenant with God by Sacrifice; 


l 
Uto the Wicked, God ſaith, What haf 
thou to do to declare my Statutes, or 
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that thou ſhouldeft take my Covenant in 
thy Mouth? ſeeing thou hateſt Inſtruc- 
tion, and caſteſt my Words behind thee 
and our Lord, Either make the The 
good, and his Fruit good; or elſe mak 
the Tree corrupt, and his Fruit corrujt, 
Tis plain, with reſpect to ourſelveʒ 
we had as good lay by our Affecta 
tion and Diſguiſe, ling things mul 
come to the ſame Iſſue with or with- 
out them, when we appear befon 
God and his holy Angels, in our nz 
ked Spirits; when every moral Habit 


will be as viſible as any bodily Action 


is now. And with regard to other 
our Example could ſcarce be mor 
contagious and pernicious. 

But che Caution in my Text, tho it ws 
delivered by our Saviour in che Hearing 


ol an innumerable Company of People, 


yet was it directed expreſsly to his own 


true e and ſelect Dilip es; who of con- 


ſequence 


ms ng (Wo Ot) et Hy, ai. www af wt 


ms end eo. Cen La. bod. nnd 
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Danger of Hypocriſy. «. 
ſequence are by no means exempt from 
watching and guarding againſt this 
Leaven. The moſt pure and ſpiritual 
Religion muſt ſhew itſelf outwardly in 
its proper Fruits, and will be ever far 
from Jeclinith the external Worſhip, 
which is enjoined by God and Menn 
and therefore will be always in da- | 
ger of doing its Works to be ſeen of = 
Men, unleſs it watches diligently over 
its ſecret Purpoſes and moſt retired = 
Intentions. The beſt of Men are at i 
beſt ſo frail; that they can ill bear the 
Recital of their own juſt Praiſes, nor 
reflect with ſafety on their real Virtues. 
We ſhould therefore not let our left 
Hand know what our right Hand 
doth; but meditate on the Unprofita- 
bleneſs of our beſt Service, and the 


| 
| 
| 


neinouſneſs of our remaining Corrup- 
5 tions; drive out the old Leaven upon 
its firſt Entrance, and make our Va- 
: nity matter of Humiliation. 
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As we are all concerned to beware 
of this Leaven in ourſelves, ſo ſhould 


we be able to know and diſtinguith it 
in others, leſt we are enſnared by it 


unawares, and inſenſibly admit its Fer. 
ment. The moſt artful and reſfind 
Hypocriſy cannot poſſibly ſupport : 


uniform A pearance of true Reli 


ſelves, as well as others, 


mo 


| pion, and ſo may be eaſily ſeen thro 


y the diligent Obſerver. Where any 
one known Sin is indulged, any im- 


moral Habit perſiſted in, our Zei 


and Noiſe, our Shew and Affectz 
tion muſt be intirely hypocritical 
We ſhould do well to judge our- 

y thi 


The Reaſons and Obligations which 


we lie under, Firſt of all to beware i 
the Leaven of the Phariſees, which u 


Hypocriſy, are theſe : 1 
As our Lord treated the Fews ſo 
ſeverely, we cannot in reaſon but con- 

| clud: 
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We ature and 


dude that our Portion muſt be” far 
more terrible. „ en 

This Hypocriſy i is 0 for e an- = 
ſvering any End of Religion, that it 


is the ee 3 . = 


o it. wrt. 

It is alſo a weak w_ foolith Diſ- 
guile, becauſe we muſt be ſo ſoon” 
{tript ;of it, and expoſed by it to 


greater Shame and Confuſion ni 


The beſt of Men, by reaſon of the 
Frilry of our Nature in its higheſt Im- 
provements, are concern di in common 
with others to beware of it. 

And in order to this End, we ſhould - 
endeavour to know and EO ir 5 
in others, -.... \%.* _ 

The E of Religion are ak 
ful Helps and proper Means to ar- 
rive at the, Internals: But let us · be 


careful how we miſtake che Means 
for the End, or uſe Signs withdut 


Signification. All Means are ſo. far 


Vahable as * conduce to the End. 


and 


x06 OT” 
and no farther. Thoſe who obtay 


they may poſſibly be in a wok 


Hypocriſy pays to Virtue, muſt þ 
in its own Face. Circumciſion wer) 


Therefore if the Uncircumcifion len 


The Nature ond © 


not the End, are in no better Stat 
than they who have not the Mean 


God deſireth Truth in the inwal 


Parts; let us there provide it. Ou: 
ward Affectations only increaſe. th 
Lye; and the Compliment which 


profiteth, if thou keep the Law; bu 
if thou be' a breaker of the Law, ih 


Circumciſion is made Uncircumciſun 


the Righteouſneſs of the Law, ful 
not bis Uncircumcifion be counted fr 
Circumciſion? And ſhall not Uncircm- 


| cifion which is by Nature, if it fl 


the Law, judge thee, who by the Li. 
ter and Circumcifion doft tranſgriſ 
the Law? For he is not a [e 


which is one outwardly, neither i 


that Circumcifion, which is outward i 
the Fleſh; but be is a Jew which i 


oft 


Danger of Hypocriſy, = 


the Letter, whoſe Praiſe is not 'E Men, 
but of God. 


D1S. 


"=. 54%; Bp 
one inwardly, and Circumciſion is that 
of the Heart, in the Spirit and not in 
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DISCO URSE V. 
The Nature and Advantage of Sell 
Denial. 


2 


* 7 0 * 


Mar. xvi. 24. 
Then fall 50e unto his Diſciples, if ay 


man will come ail me, let hn 


deny him * 


ED BE H E 8 E Words i tous 

2 Duty, which, at the fir 
15 E Propoſal, bids as fair for out 
Aſſent, and carries as mud 


Conviction with it, as any we are con- 
cerned in. The leaſt Reflection wil 
inform us, that the human Natur 
wants Guidance and Direction, Re- 
75 6 ; ſtlraint 


caintand Diſcipline ;' and if _indulg'd 
all irs Appetites, and all their De- 
tees, muſt be greatly diſordered, if 
ot immediately diſſolvd. 
But notwithſtanding this ready. Aſ- 
nt to the Duty of Self-Denial in 
general, when we come to inquire 
nto the particular Exerciſe of it, we 
ind our ſelves involv'd in great Dif- 
icultiess We feel our ſelves; preſs d 
rich a natural and neceſſary Love of 
ur ſelves, which it is not in our Power 
o diveſt our ſelves of: The Love of 
ur own Being, Perfection and Hap- 
inels, is interwoven with our Being 
t ſelf; Senſe and Conſciouſneſs are 
ot nearer to us; and when we exa- 
ine this our moſt Domeſtick In- 
int, we cannot but approve it en- 
rely. The Preſervation of our Being, 
and the Increaſe of our Perfection and 
Happineſs, are manifeſtly our higheſt 
Duty and ſupreme Intereſt. Whar can 
ake us amends for the Loſs of our 
IJ Being, 


110 


neceſſary, Self- denial muſt be confeb 
encouraged; (for it neither can ng 
ought to be cancelled or ſtruck on 
to be a Buſineſs, not only of gra 


Importance, but of uncommon De- 


and definite Application of it in P 


ſons of Self- Denial, from whence tht 
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Being, what valuable. Exchange ca If 


we make for Happinels > _ Pe: 
At the ſame time as Self- love i 
thus highly reaſonable and abſolutth 
to be ſo too. SE 

How far this neceſſary, this reaſon 


able Inſtin& ought to be reſtrained a 


of our Compoſition) where to fix ti 
exact Limits or Boundaries of it, ſeem 


cacy and Niceneſs. FT es 
Nov as a general and confuſed Con 
viction of a Duty, without a certii 


tice, can ſerve only to perplex ou 
Minds, and render us unſtable in out 
Manners; fo I cannot better empli 
the preſent Occaſion, than in ende 
vouring to ſtate the Grounds and Re 


Limit 
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ch, however they may appear f 


1 from firſt to laſt; and the Buſineſs d 


do the uttermoſt, Deny your ſel 


a time, are upon the whole, evil d 
diſagreeable; that therefore ſome Ply 
ſures ſhould be moderated, and other 
rejected; that ſome Labours ſhould 
undertaken, ſome Evil or Pain (ub 
mitted to; That the whole of oy 
| Exiſtence ſhould be taken in, and th 
Conſequences of things conſider 


4 oO | Yom, 


Happineſs. conducted by an unifom 
and conſiſtent Scheme. 
We ſee already, that this Duy, 
which upon its firſt Propoſal, migit 

ſtrike us with racer e of orex 
Severity and Diſcipline, courts ou af 
Attention in the moſt amiable Form: Not 
Tis in other Words, Love your ſeha t 


nothing, but what is upon the whole 
diſadvantageous, nothing but what 
deſtructive of your higheſt Happinels, 
| Now that we may ſproceed wit 
ſome Diſtinctneſs in ſetting forth 17 


Advantage of Self- Denial. | 


deceive us, and in which it is our 


Duty and Intereſt to deny our _ 
a [ ſhall conſider Man, 1 
m Firſt, apart by himſelf, abſtractedly 5 


from all other Wan but thoſe 


in which he ſtands to himſelf. 


en Secondly, I ſhall introduce him i into 


Society, and conſider him in his Re- 
oW1acions to choſe of his own Kind), 


1 him in his Relations to his Maker. | 
a) Firſt then, I 1 ſhall conſider Man 
ouWzpart by himſelf, abſtractedly from all 
m:Mother Relations but thoſe in which he 
ela lands to himſelf | 
cha A ſingle or ſolitary Man, could 
hoteMhave only theſe two kinds af Plea- 


ut i ¶ ure; that which we commonly call Sen- 


witiMccives in ſuſtaining his Body and! pre- 


cholWMlcrving his animal Life 3 ; The ber 
Vor. 1. I _ Cone” 


falſe Goods, which are moſt apt to 


Thirdly, 1 fhall go on and confidet : 


hal or Animal, the Pleaſure he per- 
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Means to an End, , viz. the Preſerva 
tion of the Body, fo every fingle Ma 
muſt as evidently perceive it to be hi 
Duty and Intereſt, to uſe them in 


falt our Obſervatiou and Experienct 
and deny our ſelves the Uſe of thok 


the Natures of things around him, 


Suitableneſs and Fitneſs of the ſever 


of Reſt and Exerciſe, in the fever 


De Nature and 
Contemplative, the Pleaſure which . 
riſes from reflecting on his own, and 


As ſenſual Pleaſures are evident 


ſtrict Subordination to this End: Thr 
Kinds and Degrees of Nouriſhment 


Stages of Life, is not always to k 
meaſured by the Pleaſure which 2 
rends the Uſe of them; We are not de 
termined by Inſtincts, in this Caſe, a 
Brutes are for the moſt part, but mul 
apply our ſelves to the ſuperior Poi. 
ers we are endued with. We muſt cot 


things, or fuch Degrees of them, 
which we have reafon to think wil 
be deſtructive of our Health, withou 


all 


ee 0. of f Bene. 
relult from the Uſe of chem. 
twirt the Appetites of the Body and 


i are from a right Uſe and Applica: 
, tion of them; ſo is there the flame; 


betwixt the Mind and the Nathtes of 
Things. The Mind has its Pleaſures 


ſures are far more. laſting and. exquii- 
lite, not to be cloy'd in a few Minutes, 

as the other. And hence it appeats 
to be che Duty and Intereſt of — 


ments, not only to the Preſervation 
of his Body, 145 mote immediate 
End, but ib to the Pleafures' of the 


- Underſtanding : Surfeiting, Drunken- 
hoe nels and Sloth; are found upon the firſt 
en MW Trial, not only to induce a Laſſitude 


and Uneaſmeſs upon the Body, but 


allo to dilable the Mind, to weaken 
12 1 ts 


As there i 18 4 natural Congruicy be- 


their Objects, and many Pleaſures 


Man, to ben bass his animal Enjoy- 


115 
any regard te the Pleaſure which may 


in contemplating cheir Relations to 
Man and to each other, which Plea- 


oy" 


De Natire ant 
its Attention and Vigour. The ſame 
Reaſon which forbids us theſe groſſer 
Irregularities, will hold in proportion 
againſt every way of providing for our 


Bodies, which, tho it may not affect 


them with any immediate Violence, 


nor N upon the whole, injure 


our Health, yet may, as to the time 
it engroſſes, or in ſome other more 
remote and ſubtle manner, incroach up- 
on the ſuperior Pleaſures of the Mind. 
The Preſervation of our Being, is evi- 
dently our firſt Care, as it is — Foun- 
dation or Capacity of all Enjoyment, 
After this, the Connexion of Pleaſures 


ſhould be obſerved, and they ſhould 
be proſecuted according to their Rank 
and Order. Let what will be ſaid of 


every Man's being the «beſt and only 


Judge of his own Enjoyments, our 


- Husbandry and Miſconduct in the 


Particulars before recited, can never 
be got over. As often as we purſue 
Pleaſures which we know to be de- 


5 ſtructive 
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ſtructive of our Health or of our Un- 
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derſtanding, we ſin Nint. our own 


Body and Soul. 


T the Buſineſs of Self- Denial 
is clear and diſtin& enough. 

But, 2dly, let us bring Man into 
Society; let us introduce him into ſuch 
a World as we are now converſant 
in; a World crouded with Buſineſs; 
full of various Intereſts, Pleaſures a 5 


Competitions: Here we ſee a Multi- 
tude of new Relations ariſe ; other Af- 


fections and Paſhons expand them- 


ſelves, and the Buſineſ, of Happineſs 
grows intricate and confus d. 

8 appears to the firſt View, chat 
Man is ſo form'd for Society, that he 
muſt reap many Advantages from it, 


if it be but tolerably well ordered. So- 


ciery does not only furniſh us with 


the Means of gratifying thoſe Af 
fections, which are purely ſocial, and 


muſt neceſſarily lie dormant in Soli- 
tude; ; ſuch as, Compaſſion and Bene- 


I = volence : 
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volence; The Deſite of communiea- 


Db Nature and \. 


ung our Seatiments; of inſtructing, 


pleaſing, and excelling one another; 
bas it alſo yields us Opportunities of 


raiſing and improving th ſe Pleaſures 
which we athgned to Man in his ſup- 


poſed Solitude: Society, I ſay, yields 
us better Opportunities of gratifying 


our ſenſual Appetites, of preſerving our 


Being, and enlarging our contempla- 
tive Pleaſures. But it is at the fame 
time too apparent, that there is no 


Society fo well regulated, but chat it 


throws in our way innumerable Temp- 


rations to inſnare us in our Purſuit 


of Happineſs. We are expoſed to in- 


finite Miſtakes and Dangers in our 


ſocial State; So many Affections and 
Paſſions as here diſplay themſelves can- 


not be governed, without confinual 
Caution and good Judgment. Tis a 
Matter of great Pifculey and Nice- 
neſs to gratify each in its proper Place 


and Subordination, and to hold an 
equal Balance betwixt them. In 


= Aavantage of Self- Denial. ; 119 
In a Society where by far the 
greateſt Part of the Members acted 
rightly, or purſued the true Meaſures 
of Happineſs, theſe Difficulties would 
vaniſh; there would be no room for 
the Exerciſe of Self- Denial; all would 
be Invitation and Pleaſure: and 
ſhould any wrong Behaviour acci- 
dentally ariſe, the Evil of it would be 
ſo immediately perceived and ſenſibly 
felt, that there could be no Motive 
to perliſt in it. But where the Ma- 
jority are engaged in falſe Meaſures 
of Happineſs; where therej are innu- 
merable kinds of wrong Behaviout 
blended together; and each of theſe 
is ſtrenuouſly maintained to be the 
right; and perhaps almoſt all unite 
in rejecting that which is really ſo: 
Where the natural Order of things is 
thus diſcompoled and inverted; Tis 
here that the Duty of Self-Denial be- 
comes moſt neceſſary and moſt diffi- 


. —Y 
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In a Concert of Muſick skilfully 


perform'd, all is Agreement,; and 


each Hand contributes to and im- 


proves the Harmony of the whole; 
and the leaſt Diſcord is immediately 


perceived and regulated. But where 
every Inſtrument 1s untun'd, and every 


Hand plays a ſeparate Parr, and every 
Ear regards only its own Performance, 


what could a judicious Artiſt do in 


ſuch Company? how could he be- 


have in the ' grating Din, the harkh 


* 


Confuſion ? OD ITY 
As far as the Membeis of Society 


have the ſame common Nature, fo 


far mult they have the ſame common 
Happineſs; and of conſequence muſt 


uſe the ſame Means, and enter into 
the ſame WVeaſures in the Purſuit of 


it; and hence a common Regard to 
the Happineſs of each other muſt ne- 
ceſſarily ariſe. Should every one (eek 


his own Pleaſure, without any Con- 


cern for the Good of others, nothing 


could 
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d Confuſion ; and che Happineſs of 
very one would be immediately de- 
roy'd. Every Member of Society 
aſt therefore, in the Purſuit of his 
Wn, conform himſelf to thoſe Rules 
hich are moſt promotive of the Hap- 
ineſs of the whole. Our Intereſt 

nd Reaſon combine to ſuggeſt ro us 
s Rule, That we love our Neighbours 

ourſelves; that we do unto all Men, 
we would they ſhould do unto us. 
his is the very Band of Society. 
very Action which contradicts this 
ule is a Publick Violence; what the 
hole Society are bound to correct. 
appears then that the moſt effectual 
ay to preſerve our own Being, and 
lance our Happineſs, is to do it 
ith an equal Regard to other Men's; 
at Publick and Private Good, Cha- 
y and a true Selfiſhneſs, are but one 


id the ſame thing. 


2 


huld enſue but the utmoſt Violence 
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But how clear and beneficial ſocy 
this Truth may be, it will be ak; 
How ſhall we form our Behaviour) 
this Rule in a Society, where, inſtey 
of adminiſtring mutually to each oth 
Prefervation and Happineſs, the ſew 
ral Members are jealous of Encroag 
ments one from another; full of Fey 
long forecaſting; heaping togeth 
large Poſſeſſions; and fortifying tha 
ſelves in them by all poſſible Men 
without much Regard to the Wa 
of others > where Diſtruſt and Cx 
tion, and moſt of thoſe Metin 
which a State of War would requit 
become neceſſary; and the Particulx 
in which there is ſome kind of fod 
Union, are ſuch as are perniciou 
where Men inſtruct one another | 


what ts wrong, pleaſe and praiſe ex 


other in things only which arc i | 
— - S > a .- 
In ſuch a State of things as iS, 
it is evidently our Duty and Inter O 


bo 


Advantage” of Self- Denial. 
er it may appear, to retite to the 
fore deſcribed Solitude; to withdraw 
om Society in every Inſtance in 
hich we cannot concur with it, but 
our own and their Difadvantage. To 
have otherwiſe is to make an eaſy 
ompliment to a mad World of our 
ealth and our Happinels, | 
Tho' theſe general Rules take in 
| the Social Relations we can poſh- 
y fall under, and may be readily 
plied to every particular Cafe chat 
ay ariſe; yet it may be of further 
e to us, to point out ſome of the 
incipal Miſtakes we are moſt ex- 
osd to, the Particulars we are moſt 
pt to be partial and deceive ourſelves 
: Theſe will be ſuggeſted ro us by 
ur moft predominant Affections. 
Firſt then, the Principle of Self 
reſervation (on the Force of which 


y great an Act of Self- Denial ſo- 


need not enlarge) may put us upon 
ü hoſe Means which are in common 


237. 
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any Means that are ſafe; this, ng 


ture, mult involve others in Wa 


ſo the chief Authors of them m 


whom it may light, ſo ought all u 


as other Men's, to avoid the — 


and the Redreſs exacted immediate); 


De Mature and. 
Uſe, and which we ſee gener 


prove ſucceſsful. In a very ry irregy 
Society, ſome Men will amaſs ro 
ther great Abundance of the Neu 
ſaries and Conveniencies of Life, 


wichſtanding the great Bounty of \ 


this Want, where it cannot be re 
ved otherwiſe, muſt produce Violemn 
and, tho' in large and mix'd Body 
particular Evils cannot be traced y 
to their firſt or principal Cauſes, al 


eſcape ; yer this Violence mult ff 
e e and as none know « 


endeavour, as well for their own Saks 


_ and remove the Cauſe. _ 
y ſmall Society every ny ak 
= be felt, the Auchor known, 


my Member would be an equal Di 
ſtribuia 
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pt together by the ſame Cement 


reſt and moſt complicated Societies, 
cre are but few Members who have 


ih theſe as if there were no more 
ſen in the World, we could not ea- 
y err, in Matters relating to our 


af =bliſtence, either againſt our own 
1 of: the Publick Good. To cheat or 


ppreſs another, would be too mani- 
ſt an Injury to ourſelves to carry 
ith it any Temptation. 8 


nd excel ing, the Love of the Praiſe 


ion of very great Force, than which 


ributor and impartial Judge for his | 
vn ſake. The largeſt Societies are 


do with more than ten Perſons at 
ne time, and would every one in his 
al kind of Commerce, tranſact 


Secondl 'S The Deſire of 22 
nd Admiration of others, is an Af- 


none 


ich the ſmalleſt; the common Hap- 
neſs, Whether it be of ten Men or 
n Millions, muſt be promoted by 
e ame Rules of Behaviour. In the 


s really valuable and-praiſe-worthyi 
itlelf, but from what happens to 
Is eſteomed by thoſe with whom 


overruling almoſt all cheir Beha 


Men who are, or deſite to be pol 
of high Stations, for it is comm 


l The Nature. and "IN 
none more frequently, nor more 
tally miſleads us. There are but þ 
rous Diſpolttions, who, were they 
examine ſtrictly ints the Motive 
Affection continually interpoſing a 


of Self. Preſer vation itſelf, give wy 
it, and Health, and Life, and þ 


Purſuit of Praiſe and Fame. I wa 
not have this underſtood only of thi 


to all, of all Ranks and Condition 
all have their feveral Ambitions, th 
and are too apt to form their Ma 
ners, not from Conſiderations of wi 


the 


col 
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onverſe moſt. And hence it comes 
0 pals, that Men do really value 
emſelves, and place their top Cha- 
iter and Perfection in things, which, 
vere they to conſider them, would 
appear the moſt beaſtly, ſhameful, 
nd unworthy, the moſt deſtructive 
of their own and other Men's Happi- 
xe, of any they could have ſingled 
ut. This Affection therefore calls 
to our Guard, as it yields us ma- 
ry Pleaſures, many that are deceitful 
and dangerous, and which of :confe- 
quence muſt be examined warily, and 
choſe or rejected with great Caution. 
Much is due to Society, much 
Complaiſance and Compliance. A ſtiff 
and churlih Behaviour is odious and 
inſupportable, it neither gives nor re- 
ceives Pleaſure. 8 too oy a Tem- 
er, a Promptneſs 10 oblige others 
1 Reſerve, gives . and re- 
ceives Pleaſures, but ſuch as are cloſe- 
y followed by Miſery and Ruin. Such 


a Con- 
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happen, and fo it will happen in the 


their Contempt, unleſs we conforn 
to their Manners, the Regard w 
owe to them as well as ourſelves, vl 
induce us to chuſe the Diſgrace as th; m 


the Pleaſures of Converſation, when 
they cannot be purchas'd but at will... 
dear a Rate. It is indeed a ſever 
Caſe, when things are ſo circumſti 
tiated as to demand of us an almol 


total Reſtraint of ſo delectable an A. 


Remedy: We have more Affection 


a Conduct, our own and other Men; 
Happineſs forbid. And ſhould it þ 


oreateſt Part of the Converſation « 
the World, that we muſt fall unde 


leſs Evil; and we muſt deny ourſelv 


fection; an Affection fo fruitful d 
Pleaſure, ſo adapted to Publick aul 
Private Intereſt, But when the Exct: 
ciſe of it is ſo perverted, there is no 


than one to oratify, and are fo con- 
ſtituted, that an exceſſive Indulgence Mi. 
of any one muſt impair and weaken 


the 
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the reſt in proportion to its Degrees 
and Duration, and in ſome Inſtances 
cloſe up and deſtroy the very Sources 
of Pleaſure themſelves, and cancel 
ſome other . of Enjoyment. 
In gut Converſation with the World 
erefore, in diſplaying our own Ex- 
cellencies, and recommending ourſelves 
mutually to each other's Favour and 
Eſteem, and furniſhing out our ſeve- 
ral Shares of Pleaſure and Entertain- 
ment, we muſt well conſider, what 
things are really excellent and credi- 
table, what is, upon the whole, plea- 
fant and entertaining, and what is 

oſt ſo, in its Degrees; otherwiſe we 
ſhall fall in with every extravagant 
Humour, applaud and be applauded 
er· ¶ for, the moſt diſhonourable and ſcan- 
no ¶dalous Atchievements, and adminiſter 
Pleaſures, which will roo ſoon, and 


perhaps too late for any "remedy, 
cw themſelves to be the greateſt of 
cl Evils. 


wi vor. i TT” 


in it elf, has and ſtill does cauſe the 


defeat the Defign of its Inſtitution 
but is attended with innumerable othe 
Evils and Miſchiefs. What I mean, i 


fulneſ. 
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There is a third Affection, which 
how neceſſary and good ſoever it be 


greateſt poſſible Irregularities and Dif 
orders: We ſee Men daily hazard al 
to provide for the undue Gratific 
tion of it. An Affection, which is e 
ſily gratify d, in the Order of Natur 
but out of this Order, does not onh 


that which is emphatically ſtiled & 


Luſt of the Fleſh. The Regulatin pu 
of this Affection is fo well knoum 


that nothing particular need be fin 
of it. All who offend in this point, 
offend not through Error but Wi 


I come in the laſt place to cone 
ider the Relations we ſtand in u 
God, and the Acts of Self- Deni cor 
which may ariſe out of thoſe Rel 


tions. 
. Ah 


As God is a Being of infinite Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Goodneſs, ſo we may aſſure 
ur ſelves, that he can place his, Crea- 
ares in no Relation to himſelf, but 
rhat muſt be wiſe. and good. Whe- 

cher we conſider his able Nature; 
x the Manifeſtations of himſelf in his 

orks, or his Word, Infinite Per- 
«tion diſplays it ſelf; All is Grace 
and Truth and . That there 
s much Evil in the World, both na- 
ural and moral, is not to be diſſembled 


I r * r &@© - #*r-* 


= 


i: denied. But the moral is wholly of 
on our own making, and much of the 
15 atural does evidently proceed from it; 
nd tho we cannot diſtinctly ſee, how 
ane other Kind of natural Evils, wiz. 
Lobe which we are no ways the Au- 


thors of, are intended us for Good, 
and are really Fayours and: Bleſſings; 
yet have we the utmoſt Reaſon to 
conclude in general, that they are ſuch, 
Becauſe it is impoſſihle, on a Being, 
Khoſe Bounty and Beneficence is ſo 
K * ſen- 
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ſhould in any one thing intend to ve 
and torment his Creatures. Ty 


our Senſe and Feeling. This muſt be 


do ariſe out of Pain, and are caukt 


thoſe things which we call Evi 


de Nature and © 
ſenſible and apparent in moſt thing 


ſuch oppoſite Characters cannot pal 
ſibly conſiſt in the one perfect Being iſ" 
That then which we call natural Eyi, 
muſt be Good, and moſt Good. 

It may be reaſonably asked hen 
How can this be > Good and Eu 
Pleaſure and Pain are ſenſible thing 
and we are not to be reaſon'd out d 


allowed: Bur it muſt be allowed alb 
that moſt'of our Pleaſures, if not al 


by it; Appetite and Grartificatio), 
Labour and Reſt, are but Succeflion 
of Pain and Pleaſure; and the Plc 
ſure is generally proportioned to th 
Pain Lane introduces ir, fo that i 


are introductory to and promotive « 


our Happineſs, they muſt be Good. 
1 


But it may be here | further ask 0 d . 


4 hat Happineſs can a Life of Po- 
ul erry or Sickneſs, of Slavery or eon- 
nm nued Suffering introduce or pro- 


note, when we ſee it terminates in 
\mends for the Evil, where the only 
onſequent Good is a Releaſe from it 
nd all other Perception? 


rould be unanſwerable. But this is 


e Divine Being, whom we all know 
0 be lo | wile, and powerful, | and bene- 


de unjuſt, or cruel, or defective in any 


belt and moſt worthy of their Kind, 
without any Recqmpence. This ſingle 
Conſideration yields us ſufficient Evi- 


Death and Inſenſibility? Where is the 
Was this the Caſe, the Obj ection 
mpoſlible. I fay it is impoſſible, that 


olent in ſo many Inſtances, ſhould 


dence of a future State, had we no 
other, We ſec ſo much Wiſdom and 
OO De- 
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dne; or permit his Creatures to en- 
dure ſo much Evil, as many have 
and do endure, and thoſe often the 


is no Poſſibility of ſuch Regulatin 


that the beſt of Men ſhould men 


Chriſt, Heirs of Immortality 1 


but Order and Harmony, Joy ani 
aalen 


Wee ̃è ö 
? » 


Die Waturt r 
Deſign, fo much Contrivance an 
Harmony in this World, that w. 
muſt be aſſured that the great and 
good Author of it, cannot poſſith 
fuffer ſo great a Diſorder as this, at 


with che worſt Fate; the greateſt Di 
order that we can poſhbly concein 
to pals unrectified. And ſeeing thee 


but in a future State of Exiſtenc 
ſuch a State muſt infallibly ſacceed 
If then we conſider our ſelves: 
Heirs of God, and joint Heirs wit 


Glory; this Light diſſipates all Dat: 
neſs and Gloomineſs; all Contrariets 
are reconciled; and we fee nothin 


The Relation of Immortality 
which we ſtand in to our Creator 
is ſo great a Relation, that our pre 
ſent T houghts cannot take it in, « 
Vf. com- 


— 
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comprehend it. For ever to exiſt; for 
eyer to improve and enlarge our Fa- 
culties; to paſs through new States of 
unttied Being, new Scenes of Know- 
ledge,” new Regions of Pleaſure; to 
be contracting new Friendſhips; ad- 
vancing from one Claſs to another; 
and this for ever, without End, in an 
infinite Series! How. great a Relation 
I ay, is this, for ſuch Creatures, as 
we are, to be placed in, who ſer out 
in being moſt helpleſs and moſt ig- 
noran tit! 00 ! 


kind of Behaviour 
either in Thought, Word, or Deed, 
which can retard or fer. us back in this 
eternal Progreſs; that will for ever clog 


our Faculties, and ſully our Glory; 


and caſt us back at a great Diſtance 


behind others in this Race, which is 
for ever running and to be. rum: Are 
ye treated unkindly hen wer are re- 
5 ou to deny our ſelves in rhoſeIn- 


nces? Upon the. Love of God and 
1 Mm < our 
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= our Neighbour, hang all the Lay 
and the Prophets; Theſe are the two 
great Duties which take in all Caſe, 
I and comprehend every Particular of 
I natural and revealed Religion, all the 
Rules by which we are to condu& 
our Happineſs. And how can we bu 
love God, when we conſider his Nx 
ture, and that which he has given us; 
or our Neighbour, to whom he hu 
given the ſame Nature, and -whok: 
Happineſs is as dear to him as our; 
and both muſt be carried on in com- 
mon Concert, or both be deſtroyed, 
Why are we afraid to truſt our Hap 
pineſs with our Reaſon? Why do we 
fetter up, and countermand Thought, 
and fly to Darkneſs for Pleaſure? 1s 
there not ſome kind of Conſciouſneſ 
in every ſuch Act, that we are not 


true to our ſelves? for if we are; why 
has not Thought its full Scope and 
Exerciſe? Why ſhould we fear to deny 
gur (elves, when we are told that, un- 


kk 
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ww ics a greater Good demands it of 
yo Nus, there is no Occaſion for Self-De- 
e nial: Tis the whole Buſineſs of our 


of MWLives to endure Hardſhips and en- 
he ¶ counter Difficulties for future Pro- 
4 ſpects; and we have nothing to do, 
but to examine carefully the whole 
Scene of Futurity, to find proper 
Caſes. The ſeveral Burdens which are 
tience, the ſeveral Exerciſes of our ſe- 


ceſſary Means of our Virtue and 


Evils, is as abſurd, as to call Hunger 


our Preſervation and Health. 


t We ſee then that we cannot come 


Vatter Chriſt, we cannot follow him 
din the Regeneration here, nor partake 
in his Glory hereafter, his Inheritance 
n. eternal in the Heavens, unleſs we deny 


ls „ our 


Motives for a right Behaviour in all 
neceſſary to try and improve our Pa- 
veral Capacities as they are the ne- 


Perfection, muſt be alſo the Means of 
our Happineſs; and to call theſe things 


an Evil, which is the Inſtrument of 
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our ſelves all thoſe deceitful and tres 
cherous Pleaſures, which are conting- 
ally obtruding themſeves; and hoy 2 

greeable ſoever they may ſeem for | 
time, do either impair the Health cf 
our Bodies, or the Attention of out 
Minds; or our Neighbour's Welfare; 
or offend our -own Conſciences. 
Mee ſee alſo, that we are preſs d byal 
kinds and Degrees of Motives, whic 
regard either our Happineſs: both pr 
ſent and future, or our Neighbour; 
Happineſs, by all and every Relation 
we ſtand in to God our Neighbour and 
our ſelves, to be continually engage 
in this Self. Denial. 1 
Leet us therefore exert our Reaſon, 
and weigh our Actions for the futur 
with more Exactneſs: How ſtrong 
and inveterate ſoever the Habits may 
| the we have enſlaved. our ſelves to, 
how great ſoever their Pleaſures, if 
we can but prevail with our ſelves to 
conſider them in their Conſequences, 
in 


3 2 will be) d. as Wax | 


before the Fire; and we ſhall rejoice 


25 2 Giant to run our Courſe. To 
cloſe with every Pleaſure that offers 
it ſelf, without: any regard to its Con- 
ſequences, either in this Life or the 


next, is no other than a State of Mad- 
nels. And where our own perſonal 


Happineſs or Miſery are treated, a 


clear Repreſentation of -rhem is the 


beſt Argument and ſtrongeſt Perſuaſive. 


Pleaſure and Pain carry wich them 


their own Motives, ſuch as need not, 


cannot be aſſiſted or enforced. I call 


Heaven and Earth to record againſt 


you this Day, that I have ſet before 
you Life ad Death, Bleſſing and 


Curſing; therefore chuſe Life, that 


your Soul yy, live. 
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DISCOURSE vi 


The Duty and Delight of und 
_ at to the Stranger. . 


— 
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E x OD. xxiii. 9. 


Al thou ſhalt not oppreſs a Stranger, 
for ye know the Heart of « a Stranger, 
ſeeing ye were S n in the * 


"of: Egypt. 


= * Tor # HAT God is INT RE? 
SS Tas throughout the Scriptures 
8 as a Being Rich in Mercy, 
6 full of Ip + v and plen- 
teous in 2 oF t he ſeems to 
delight in the 2 of Love above 
all others; that Judgment is his ftrange 


work ; 
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work; that his Compaſſions fail not, and 
bis Mercy is everlaſting and endureth 
for ever —— That this Diſpoſition of 
Mind is alſo recommended to us as 


the chief Perfection of our Nature, 


as what will make us like unto God; 


his Sons or Children; as what will 


render us the Brethren of Chriſt, who 
went about doing good; as what will 


ſecure and enlarge to us a Portion in 


his Inheritance: Theſe, I ſay, are Par- 
ticulars, which, whether or no they 


mayhave influenced our Practice, can- 


not however have eſcaped any of our 
Obe 8 
On the other hand, it is 2 obvi- 


ous that Ill- nature and Malice are the 
Characters of the Devil; the Properties 


of thoſe fallen and apoſtate Angels, 
who are at the greateſt Enmity with 


God, the greateſt diſtance from his 
Nature and Happineſs; and that the 


further we are advanced in theſe evil 
Diſpoſitions of Mind, ſo much the 


more 


| 
f 
| 
| 
| 


more are we Children of our, Fathe 
the Devil; and a ſurer and more ſevay 
Lot ſhall we have in his Inheritance, to 
whom is reſerved the Blacknels of 
Darkneſs for ever. That the Ru 
which the Almighty has preſcrib'd to 
himſelf to proceed by, in aſſigning us 
our ſeveral Degrees of Happinels of 
Miſery at the Laſt- day, will have the 
ſtricteſt Regard to our Acts of Ch. 
rity and Mercy on the one hand, 
and Injury and Oppreſſion on thr 


other. My preſent Subject prompy 


me to obſerve to you more particy- 
larly, that amongſt the Articles of Ex 
amination then to be exhibited, our 
Behaviour towards the Stranger is ei. 
prelly recited as one. I was a Strawn 
and ye took me not in. 5 
Mercy being thus highly diſtin- 
guiſhed throughout the Scriptures, and 
the particular Exerciſe of it towards 
the e ſo expreſsly recommended; 
—— Ca | 
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Nature and Excellence 0 
general. 


Secondly, I TY con lader 4 parti- 
cular Branch of it which relates to 
the Stranger. 


Thirdly, The Motive or Rakes m 


— of 4 Stranger. 


And Laſtly, Conclude with ſome 
Inferences from the whole. | : 


neral. 


antecedent to it, and independent of 
it as to their Original. They are, as 
it were, ſo many Inſtincts implanted 
in our Nature, ariſing from the Con- 
ſtitution 


ſgned in my Text ----- Ie know the 


Firf then, I ſhall conſider the Na- 
ture and Excellence of Mercy in ge⸗ 


It is : kd enough. that the 
ſeveral Affections of Man are not 
the Acts or Reſult of his Reaſon, but 


BB - 
i YE Premiſe bometlün c of the 
my in 
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| ſtitution of our Body and the Tem. 
perature of our Blood. 8 


But tho' our Reaſon be not thy 


Author of theſe Affections; tho? thy 


are alternarely excited in us withou 


our Conſent or Forethought; yet when 


it is aſſiſted by divine Grace, it has ſuc 


a Power over them as to reſtrain an 


apply, to model and conform then 


? varioully , ro 1ts own | Dictates 3 and 


make them almoſt as much its own 


Acts, as if they proceeded from th 


ſame Fountain. As Men differ fron 
each other in the Conſtitution of thei 


Bodies, and the Temperature of thi 
Blood, ſo muſt they neceſſarily diff 
in their Aﬀections; and as they ſeve- 


rally excrciſe and improve habirnal) 


ſome one Affection more than the reſt, 


fo muſt they ſtill continue and increale 
the Difference; But as all have 2 
common Power of governing and di- 
recting their Affections, ſo all may act 
wiſely or virtuouſly, be of one Mind 


and 


| . e Morey EO 
and one Heart if they are diligent 
in cultivating that Power. 

As the Perfection of Man does evi- 
dently conſiſt in the perfect Sove- 
reignty of his Reaſon over his me- 
chanick — ſo it is evident, 
that whenſoever we ſuffer our ſelves 


to be borne away by thoſe Affections 


745 


without any Check or Controul, Di- 


rection or Application from Reaſon, 


I ay it is evident, that the Effect or 


Conſequence of this, be its outward 


Appearance what it- will, can in no 


Senſe be term d wiſe or virtuous; be- 


cauſe the Power or Principle of WiC 


dom or Virtue in Man is ſuſpended, 
and no ways concerned in it. N ay 


further, ir muſt be vicious or ſinf 
becauſe he does not maintain the Rule 


and Sovereignty of that Power, which 
ought to direct and preſide o over all 


the Actions of Man. 


Mercy is moſt certainly one f 


theſe Inſtin&t i. if I may 
Vol. „ be 


be allowed ſo to expreſs my ſelf, and 
none of the weakeſt. In Caſes of any 
Moment we are not left ro the floy 
Reſolves of our Reaſon to diſpoſe. u 
to promote the common Happinel 
of our Species. Our Bodies are mani. 
feſtly fo organiz d and form'd as w 
give the Mind not only a quick Senk 
of what may be deſtructive of om 
| own, but other Men's Being. That 
Notices are not barely ideal but At 
tended with vigorous and lively Sen. 
ſations, {ach as ſolicit 6ur Underſtand 
ings and urge us to Action. 
Theſe innate Diſpoſitions with ms 
ny others of a ſubordinate kind, at 
common to us with the Brutes ; they 
are ſignal Inſtances of che Almighty) 
Wiſdom in us and them: But out 
Wiſdom or Virtue, as was before ob- 
ſerved, conſiſts in directing or govem 
ing the Mechaniſm of our Affectiot 
ſuitably to the Occaſions that may ariſe 
and the Relations of things _ 
= 71 whic 
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which we have all a Power to do; 
which Power, as all others of the hu⸗ 
man Nature, may be improved or in- 


creaſed by Uſe and Exerciſe, or | 


decline and dwindle away into = 
Power at all under the Ne of 


them. 
Tis. a Rs — * to have our 


Nerves. ſtrung to this delicate Soft- 
ne6, to derive. from our Parents in 


any high Degree theſe Bowels of Mer- 
2 — — 4 15 
ſcries of others; tho there is no Vir- 
me in them till they are directed by 
Reaſon, yet they make Virtue cal; 

and familiar: But nevertheleſs, 181 


er Senſations of the Mi- 
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Perſons, whoſe Reaſon prompts them 


to the ſame Duties without any ſuch 


trong mechanick Senſibility, nk be 
under no Concern for the Want of it; 
their Virtue is far from being leſſened 


hereby ; their Reaſon. appears rather 


more "able and active, in that it can 


e Affections which oppoſe its 
| KL 4 * 


pig, and dite a bold me, 
from a rough Inſtrument. © 


its ſocial Relation, we ſhall ſoon be 
convinced of irs Neceſſity and Er 


ly call for it. Had we been plac 

| "here, under all our preſent Wan 
and Infirmities, with thoſe ſtrong A 
petites to preſerve our own Being ad 
propagate our Kind, unallay'd vit 
any tender Sentiment of the State d 
others; had this kindly Affection ben 
no Part of our Conſtitution ; ou 


muſt it have then be 
Misfortunes to be unpity'd and unte 
liev'd, all our Injuries unredreßch 


inſulted, how would our Condition 
have differ'd from that of the Damn d 
from amongſt whom Compaſſion i 
baniſhed, where Sin reigns in its ful 
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If we go on to conſider Mercy i 


cellence. 
The State of the World does loud. 


State is _— now, bur wiz 
en? Were all ou 


and our Complaints diſregarded aud 


„„ Pomp 
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e, ſhowing Mercy. 
Pomp of Horror, where theres no- 
thing but weeping and wailing and 


gnaſhing of Teeth ! 


There are Men, if they deſerve the 
Name, whoſe tender Mercies are cruel; 
who ſeem to have no other Senti- 


ment but of Injury to themſelves, and 
Revenge on others; who can be re- 


created with the Miſery of their Neigh- 
bour, and with thoſe mentioned by 
the Pſalmiſt perſecure him whom 
God. hath ſmitten, and talk to the 

Grief of thoſe whom he hath wounded; 


that can ſer forward the Calamities of 


others, and triumph over the Anguiſh 
of their Souls; that inſtead of Oil and 
Wine, pour Gall and Vinegar into 
their Wounds : And no Wonder that 


God himſelf ſhould be a conſuming 


Fire to ſuch Workers of Iniquity; thar 
he ſhould caſt off all Pity towards 
them ; that he ſhould laugh at their 
Calamity, and mock when their Fear 
cometh as Deſolation, and their De - 
„ L; ſtruction 
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| Iſtruction as a Whirlwind; No won. 

der that he in whom Fury is nor ! 

be who made them ſhould have no 

Mercy on them, and he who formed 

them ſhould ſhew them no Favou, il - 

'who have thus ſubdued only the'be. Ml : 

ter Part of their Nature, and enlarge 

thoſe Powers, which were deſigned i 1 

their own Preſervation and Happinc; il / 

to the Miſery and Ruin of all arounl < 

them. There is no Particular which 

ſo ſtrongly ſets forth the Wickedn f d 

of the Fews in our Lord's Time, ! 
their Behaviour towards him on the 
Croſs. Their groſs Infidelity ; thei 

Contempt of his gracious Words nd 1 

miraculous Works; their putting hit 

a 


to Death, when the Judge declared he 
found no Fault in him; are ParticulasM : 
heinous enough: But their barbarouſiſſ * 
Inſults of him on the Croſs do inf. v 
nitely tranſcend them all. Whilſt tr f 
Sun was darken'd, and the Vail of th: 
Temple rent in twain, and all 3 

-/ BR ſhook 


of 1 e 


hook with Horror at the meritorious 


Sufferings of Chriſt, theſe abandon'd 


Miſcreants, untouch' 4 and unrelenting, 


reviled him with ludicrous Mockerß; 


and as they paſſed by him in the Ago- 


vies of Death, wagg d their Heads at 
him ſaying, Thou that defiroyeſt the 
Temple and buildeft it in — Days, 


ſave thy ſelf ; if thou be the Son Son of | 


God, come down from the Oro ſs. 
But let us turm our Eyes from theſe 
diſagreeable, theſe harſh and ſhocking 
Images, to the good Fruits and bene- 
volent Influences of Mercy. 
We can no ſooner take chis bleſſed 


Diſpoſition under our Conſideration, 
but we muſt immediately perceive, 
how it chears our Vale of Sorrow, 


and diſpenſes irs comfortable Rays 
through the Shadow of Death. It re- 
vives the deſponding Soul; taiſes the 
faint Hands and feeble Knees; almoſt 
endears Calamities, and makes Afflic- 
tions deſirable. The tender and conſo- 
| — lating 
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lating Words, the good and beneficid 
Actions of Mercy, ſink with ſuch deep 
Impreſſion into our Souls, do fo af. 
felt and melt down our ſenſible Na. 
ture, and refreſh our Bowels, that our 
Relief ſeems to over - balance our Suf. 
ferings, and we could well-nigh be 
content to be miſcrable to receive 
Mercy. When the Days of Affliction 
have taken hold of us, and our Cal 
mities ruſh in upon us like a wide 
breaking in of Waters; when we ar 
reduced to ſay with the Plalmiſt, Th 
Rebuke hath broken me, I am full if 
' Heaoineſs, I look'd for ſome to have pij 
on me, but lo! there was none, neither 
found I any to comfort me; if Cm 
paſſion 1 ne oul in this State, 
if its Condition be but lamented and 
nct aſſiſted, the deep Affections which 
transfuſe it, can be expreſs d by no 
Tongue, nor conceived by any Hear, 
but fuck as have felt them. It is te 
corded as an Inſtance of the . 


N " 
1 


| of ſhewing Merc 
drricd away the Children of Iſrael in- 
to Captivity, to pity them. 
As there is no Capacity of our 
Nature ſo abundantly- furniſh'd with 
Objects and Occaſions for its Exer- 
ciſe, ſo the Gratification of it yields 
us a more ſincere Pleaſure than any 
other whatſoever; it is moſt agreeable 
to our Reaſon, and delightful to our 
Conſciences; the largeſt and moſt re- 
peated Indulgence of it leaves behind 
it no Loathing or Wearineſs. Moſt 
of our other Affections are groſs and 
more material, narrow and - ſelfiſh, 
and too often outrageous and violent, 
diſordering our whole Fabrick by their 
impetuous Sallies: Mercy is more 
mild and generous; it has a Softneſs 
and Tenderneſs in its Principles as well 
25 Effects; and yields the Agent, as 
well as Patient, an inexpreſſible Com- 
placency. 5 .. 83 th 
+ al 


$ = 


st. 
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St. Paul compares the Church «fl he 

Chriſt to a Human Body, and aſſeti ¶ ol 

that there's a like Senſe of the Mi he 

ſery or Happineſs of particular Mem- at 

bers in each; Whether one Member ſu. h 

fers, all the Members ſuffer with i; 1 

or one Member be honoured, all the Men R 

bers vejoice with it. It is impoſſibł . I 
to ſet the officious Courteſy of a 80 

ciety of Men, Maſters of their A v 

fections, in a ſtronger Light; neithe i li 

can we conceive a better Teſt Ml Þ 

Church-Memberſhip than this is. n 

It is difficult to give up a Subjet ſl C 

ſo engaging and copious; bur I pw. 1 

.ceed particularly to the Caſe of ti: + 

Stranger. J:: es WW 1 

A s God has ſet before us his Me- 

cy as the Example of our Imitation; Ml * 

as he continually, throughout th: il 
Scriptures, expreſſes his eſpecial Re- 
gard to the Stranger; ſo, would wc 
be Followers of God as dear Chil 
dren, would we be merciful as our 
heavenly 


a ,. forwing Mercy, 1355 

"of heavenly Father is merciful, we muſt 

nM obſerve thoſe Rules of Mercy which 

he has preſcribed to himſelf and us, 

m. and direct it to thoſe Objects which 

he has pointed out to us. He lJoverh 

ute Stranger, in giving him Food nd 

en Raiment; love ye therefore the Stranger. 

Det i160. 8 
If we blindly follow thoſe Impulſes 

which are merely animal, tis not un- 

likely but our whole Beneficence may 

be directed to thoſe few Perſons who 

may be endeared to us by Relation, 

Converſation, or Similitude of Tem- 

per; but if we admit our Guide, 

Aſſiſted Reaſon, it will ſoon break off 

chis narrow Commerce, and extend 

«WM our Loving-kindneſs: It will ſhew us 

az that our whole Species are our Bre- 

e thren, and the Samaritan our Neigh- 

e. bour; that every one who wants our 

well Relief, is the proper Object of it; 

ul and he who wants it moſt, the moſt 

ut proper, | | | | | 


And 


to the ordinary Calamities of Life 


but muſt neceſſarily be deſtitute of 
all thoſe Comforts which ariſe out of 


Friendſhip and Converſation; beſide 


this, he muſt be more obnoxious 00 
Injuries and Abuſes, Affront and Ri. 
. dicule; and theſe muſt fall with a dou 


: ble Weight on him who has no Friend 
do reſort unto to unboſom his Soul; 


no Advocate for his Cauſe, or Avcn- 
ger of his Quarrel. There ſeems to 


be ſomething very emphatical in thi 


Denunciation of God's on his Peo- 


ple; I will deliver you into the Hand, 


- of Strangers, and will execute Jude: 


ments __ you. Where thou art « 


Stranger, ſays the Son of Sirach, thou 
dar ft not open thy mouth. The Wi- 


dow, the Fatherleſs, and the Stranger, 


are commonly joined * in the 


er the moſt 


Scriptures as Perſons un 
= fotlorn 
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And here the Caſe of the Strange 
will appear very ſtrong, who is not 


only equally expos d with other Men 


of ſhowing Aer. 
forlom and helpleſs Circumſtances; 
and he who is no otherwiſe moved 
by their deſtitute and forſaken State, 


than to think them a more ſafe and 


ealy Prey, muſt be the moſt inhu- 


man and barbarous Creature in the 


Univerſe. On the other hand; if 
Diſintereſtedneſs adds to the Virus of 
our Compaſſion ; ; if our own Com- 


placency riſes in proportion to that 


which we communicate to others; if 


the Cheapneſs of our Relief be any 


Inducement; the Stranger is an Ob- 
jet in which all theſe Ends are to be 
anſwer d in the moſt ſignal manner; 
on whom our Words, our very Coun- 
tenance can confer ſuch Meaſures of 
Happineſs. 

I paſs on to che third Particular, wiz. 
The Reaſon or Motive aſſign d in my 
Text, Te know the Heart of a Stran- 
ger, ſeeing ye were —_ in Ls Land 


9 Egypt. We 
The 


138 


to the Egyptians. And in this gi 


ter Bondage; and, after all their Ser 


in their Condition, mult. feel thei 


ger muſt revive the Senſe of thei 
own Sufferings, ſer the Brick- kiln be · 
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The Jews had a ſore Experiene 


of the Diſcouragements and Abuſa br. 
which Strangers ſtand exposd ro, un 
whilſt they 5 in = Land vf 


Eg ypt. Their Male-Children Werfer 
ſlain with the Sword; their Yowt Wc 
worn out with hard Labour and hi: 
vices, they were only an Abominatin Bo 


vous Oppreſſion, they had no Har 


of Redreſs; there was no Ear opa ier 
to their Complaint; ; inſtead = Re 
lief, new Burdens were kid ape 


chem. el de 


They knew 4 0 4 10 | 


own Souls under theſe Circumſtance, ſo"! 


and fo could not be ignorant of th led 
Heart of a Stranger, Who, as fir « 


Grief. The Sighr of a diſtreſſed Stran 


* cheir * and bring all 20 
ults 


ſalts of RT pid _—_ 1 


Bowels mult be 11 for them; they 
muſt hear their Cry, and. make haſte 
o help them, For Men thus expe- 


y, ſeems pods, wig as well wich 


deaſon of our Mind. 
| Nothing but a like Experience of 


edge of the Heart of the Diſtreſſed. 
«Whoever has been oppreſsd by any 
„ calamity of Life, muſt have acquir d 
at from —— greater Degrees, I may 


cir lay, new Powers, of Senſibility: O thers 


bel indeed may have a general fluggiſh 
In- Wl idea of — indefi nite Evil, from its 


had utter d; or diſreg ard thoſe Trou- 
les in others, which in themſelves - 
hey knew to be fo pi itiable? No, their 
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ce. Could they, who groand 

o {under the Oppreſſion of Tyranny, and 
aff loud to r Liberty, be deaf to the 

4 Complaints which they themſelyes 


icac'd in Miſery, to be without Mer- 
the Mechaniſm of our Body, a the 


our own, can give a thorough Know- 


alt | outward 


* 
\ 

i 6 — 
i 


troduced them; the whole Train 


 ... outward Signs or Symptoms; but thy 

| muſt differ vaſtly from having i 
brought home to our own Organs, 
our immediate Senſation. Thoſe Ideꝝ 


ing; and they are ſuddenly and ford 
bly rais d by every Likeneſs of Ci: 
cumſtance; and that, not wholly wit 


| ſee the ſecret Labour of the other 
very Nerves; and we do not on 
to adminiſter a ſuitable Comfort to 
Sounding of the Bowels rowards him 


which Men unexperienced in his Grid 
are inſenſible of. They may look ol 
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which are attended with theſe ſtrom m 
Senſations, are always deep and hi- 


out the Senſations which at firſt in 
our own Suffering is not barely reclf 
lected, but in ſome meaſure felt; { 
that by looking in upon our own, 1 
Breaſt: His Pains ſtrike upon o 


know from our own Experience horte 


him, but we feel thoſe inward Prompt 
ings to relieve him, that Yerning and 


Will 


- * Mirey. 
hu wich Indifference, and hear without 
i Concern or Commotion. 

nll St. Paul tells us, That God comfor- 
eg 
Jy 
Trouble, by the Comfort where- 
16 he himſelf had been comforted of 
od; if he was afflicted, it was for 
heir Conſolation. His Afflictions made 


at ready Diſpoſition of his ro mourn 
yich thoſe that mourned ; hence he 


ks, 1/ho is weak, and I am nor 


weak? Who is offended, and I burn 
it it hehoved him, in all things, to 


e made like unto his Brethren, that he 


red, being tempted, he is able to fuc- 
mou them that are tempted. Here it is 
intimated to us, that the Son of God 


Vor. J. huis 


ted him in all bis Tribulations, that he 
75 be able to comfort them which 


im more willing and capable of com- 
orting the Affficted. Hence aroſe 


gb be a merciful and faithful High 
rift; for in that he himſelf hath ſuf. 


Imſelf learnt Pity towards us from 


- 1h } 


„? It is faid of our Lord allo, 
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even by his own Temętations, co ſuc: 
cour them that are tempted. It i 


Heling of oar Infirmitier, but wit i 
all things tempted as wwe u] and ii 


be tempted above what we dre al il. 


Eg able to bear it? Can He, who it 
taken our Nature upon him; bei 


mities; and taſted Miſery and Det 
for us, be untouched with our Cal 


his own Sufferings, and Was diſposd 


laid again, that aur bevt net « Hij 
Prieſt, who cannot be touched with th 


is made a motive to us, that w 
ſhould come boldly to the Throm « 
Grace, that aue may obtain Mercy, al 
find Grace to help in time of ted. An 
what greater Aſſurance cin we hai 
than this, that he will not r ac 6 


bear, but will with the Temptation 4 
make a way to eſoape, that aue n 


exerciſed with our Temptations; prot 
all our Wants, Neceſſities and Ink 


mities, inſenſible of our £> 
5 oh 


8 | 
TAX SCTHALIN 
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* ſowing dag: 2 
therefare, for this Reaſon, * the 

Apoſtle, come boldly to the Throne. of 

Grace, We ſee the Drift and Ten- 
dency of chis Argument, and that it 
s the ſame with chat in my Text, I 
how the Heart of a Stranger But 
on the other hand, _ — Cir- 
Wcumitances are plentifu ro 
1 tous; who live without Care, — = 
or Diſappointment; their Senſa- 
ons are exercis'd in another manner, 
nd their Reaſon falls under very dif- 
rent Solicitations. Tis diſcul for 
1 of the Di- 
trels d. They come in no Misfortans, 
the or hier pa ſays the Plalmiſt, rhere- 
Pride compaſſeth them about like a 
"Whain, F iolente covereth them as a Gar- 
; cheir Eyes ſtand out with Fu- 
we ; ' they are corrupt, and ſpeak wick- 
ly concerning, Oppreſſon, they Pt 


1 oſtily. | 
. From what has bann Gabe. ſeveral 


a Particulars offer themſelves to our Ob- 


! 
thi Ms - ſervation, 2 


; =. m- —— © £ 


j 


= : 
ſervation, not altogether unworthy of 
ur notice. „ 


infer, That our preſent Conſtitutio 
. contriv'd in Wiſdom, and have a g 
that they exceed their Bounds, an 


"= Conſtitution may be, the Blang 


natural Efficacy to quicken and it 


* „ 
W We 
% : 
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As Firſt, If the preſent Account o 
our Affections in general, and of Mer 
in particular, be true; then we my 


is not fo irregular, as ſome may im 
gine. Our Aﬀections are manifeſh 


neral Tendency to our Happind 
We muſt all acknowledge, index 


encroach upon one another, and ou 
bear our Reaſon upon particular 0 
caſions; but have we not, or m 
we not have a Power to repreſs ail 
regulate them? If fo, however faul 


uſt at laſt fall upon our not « 
erting and improving that | Powe 
which we all have, or might hay 
over our irregular Conſtitutions. = 
Secondly, If Afflictions have ti: 


% 


vigordl 


of fhewing Merey. 
igorate our Senſe of the Miſeries of 
2 and ſo ſtimulate our Reaſon to 
he Diſcharge of Social Duties; then 


6 ay we add this as a farther Reaſon 
0 go thoſe commonly aſſign'd, why God . 
n haſtens choſe whom he loveth. If 


int behoved the Saviour of the World 
mo be made perfect through Sufferings, 
h be made like unto his Brethren, in 
der to be a merciful and faithful 

igh Prieſt; how ſhall we walk in 
is Steps, and advance towards the 
erfection propos d to us, unleſs we 
verve ſome Experience of the various 
alamities which the Sons and Daugh- 
mers of Affliction groan under in this 
Wife? i 

Thirdly, Seeing our Senſations are 
Wo! ſuch conſequence to our Reaſon 
x Virtue; ſeeing there is ſuch Action 
ond Re- action between them; and 
ſnce thoſe Perſons, who have it moſt 
In their Power to relieve, are apt to 
tube leaſt affected wich the Miſeries of 
1 it * others, 
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others, and at the fame time unde: 
no Obligation to involve rhemſelyg 
in Calamities, in order to procure o 
increaſe this Affection; there ſeems 10 
be a plain and obvious Reafon why 
theſe Men eſpecially ought to be in. 

quiſitive after Objects of Miſery, and 
get the moſt intimare Knowledge 
their ſeveral Evils. They ſhould ſtooy 
to the Wants, and meet the Neceſſ. 

ties of others: They might fron 
hence, not only become great Inftry 
ments of Good to a miſerable World 
but open a new Source of Happind 
in their own Breaſts; and know er- 
perimentally the Truth of thoſe Wordz 
It is better to give than to receive; for 
where our Affections do not aſſi 
our Underſtandings, our Underſtand: 
ings may quicken our Aﬀections. 
Fuurthly, Thoſe Perſons whoſe be 
nevolent Affections are very ſtrong 
ſhould conſider, that theſe, as wel 
as the reſt, are mechanick and con- 

W SE ſtitutional 


cutianal, and want the Govern- 

nent and Direction of Reaſon. ' He 
pho obeys every. tender | ulle, and 
akes the foft Vibrations of his Nerves 
q che Dictates of Reaſon, 2 
etray d into many Irregularities, tho? 
jot of a malignant Nature, and go 
n in a continual good-natur'd Abſur- 
liry of Manners. Let Reaſon there- 
vre preſide over every, even the moſt 
laufible, Commotion of our. Spirits, 


t we miſtake the Vagabond for the 


iranger. 

Leh, As I obſerved in the Beg in- 
ing 44 this Diſcourſe, that the 2. 
les + Examination at the Great Day 
jill turn chiefly, if net wholly, upon 
ur Acts of Mercy and Charity; * 
owever vulgar it may be thought, I 


hall again remind you, that pure and 


lefiled Religion before God and the Fa- 


nber is this, to viſit the Fatherleſs and 
vel Widows in their Affiftion, and keep 


wſekves unſpotted from the World. Put 
— .. 
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1 68 | 
on therefore, as the Eleft of God, boy 
and beloved, Bowels of Mercy,” Kind 
neſs, Humblenefs of Mind, Meelm/, 
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Long-ſuffering; and learn what thy 
meaneth, I will have Mercy, and u 
yore Je. 
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The Grounds and Regulation of 2 
| Self-Eſteem. 


. 
For I ſay, through the Grace given un- 
to me, to every Man that is among 

you, not to think of himſelf more 

highly than he ought to think; but to 
think ſoberly, according as God hath 

_ to every Man the Meaſure of ..* 
CC : 


2 HIS Advice was immedi- 
Ar ately addreſſed to the Chri- 
ſitians of that Age: many 
en of whom had received the 
extraordinary Graces of the Spirit of 

3 God, 


J 
— 
> 7 
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God, and yet were very prone to 


over· value themſelves upon that Ac. ¶ pe 
count. Theſe Gifts, tho fo highly N ve 
uſeful, and ſo juſtly and earneſtly de. e. 
fired, were not to be conferred with. Mer 
but this Danger. Even St. Paul tells MW 
| us of himſelf, that a Meſſenger of Sa. an 
tan was ſent to buffet him, left he ſhould va 


be exalted above meaſure through the 
: Abundance of his Revelations". 
This is indeed a Caſe, in which 
vue are no ways concerned; but how. 
ever the Precept in the Text is by no 
means to be limited to the particular 
Occaſion, upon which it was deli 
vered; to the extraordinary Graces of 
the Spirit; but plainly extends it ſelf 
to all Kinds and Degrees of undue 
Self-eſteem, whether . Matter of it 
be natural or ſupernatural. It is evident 
enough that our ordinary Endowments 
area frequent Temptation to this Vice. 
Some Degree of Self-Eſteem ſeems 


Y S XII. 7. 


to 


any thing without us, and will be more 
valued. Theyare our firſt artd inner 


self. Love; So from à perception of 


liking ; which is not the ſame with che 
other, tho' it be near a-kin to it. 
As the manner in which we know 


moſt Source of Complacency in our 
ſelves, and of Gratitude to our Maker: 
All are required to be thankful ; which 
ſuppoſes that all have received fach - 
Gifts, as defetve that Return. As from 
the Enjoyments, which our Being yields 

us, we natutally deſire the Preſervation, 

or Continuance of it, which we call 


the Excellence of our Talents, naturally 
ariſes ati Eſteem of them, or Self. 


1 my: 
to be a neceſſary Reſult of our Com 
poſition. We cannot perceive our ſe- 
veral Powers and Capacities, without 
letting a Value upon them. They are 
excellent, and will be valued; They are 
more excellent, and more out own, than 


; WW ourſelves, our internal Nature, is vet 


different from chat in which we know 


other 
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placency reſulting therefrom. Was ſuch 
an Offer made us, and brought near 
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ſenſible and perfect; fo the Reſult of 


other Men's; much more intimate, 


theſe two Sorts of Knowledge muſt be 
equally different. We would not er- 
change Beings, Perſons, or - Natures 
with any Man: We could not do it, 
becauſe we know. not their Nature 
as we do our own; we have not a 
like Conſciouſneſs of them, nor Com- 


4 0 00 2 rw 


to us, we ſhould recoil at it: It Nc 
would be acting in the dark upon the 
moſt important Occaſion, and giving 
up a very valuable Certainty, for ve 
know not what. As to all external 
Matters, whether they relate to our- 
ſelves; or others, we come at the Know- 
ledge of them in the ſame way; and 
can by that means make ſuch an Eſti- 
mate, as not to refuſe a proper Ex- 
change, when offered to us. Nature 
indeed inclines us to prefer external 
Things, which are our own, to other 
ä 
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Men's, when theirs may poſſibly be of 
more real Value; and by 'this means 
leads us gently to Content and Chear- 
ſulneſs, but ſhe does not conſtrain us, 


as in the former Cale. 
This neceſſary good Liking and 


Preference .of our own internal Na- 


ture, ſeems to be a very wiſe and 


gracious Inſtitution. If there had 


173 


been nothing of this, Or any thing L 


contrary to this, implanted in us, what 
forlorn and gloomy Creatures had we 


been? How eſſentially diſlarisfy'd, en- 


vious. and malicious: - Whereas, as 
things are ordered, every Man has a 


perpetual Source of Content and Sa- 
tisfaction within. We may eaſily ob- 
ſerve, that the Occaſions of Anxiety 


and Torment which we ſo 1 


encounter, do not ariſe from Reflexions 
on our own internal Nature, but 
wholly from things without us. This 
Eſteem of ourſelves, thus grounded 
on a Conſciouſneſs of, and Compla- 


cency 
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tency in our natural internal Perſec. 


tions, is a ſtrong Incentive to the 
lmptovement of thoſc Perfections; fot 
they all appear, to the firſt Obferys 


tion, to be improveable. A goad Li 
king of any thing, prompts us to 
the Cultivation of it, becauſe by thy 
means our Eſteem and Enjoyment o 


it are increasd: But it is not enough 
for a Man to. have a gencral Com- 


before obſerv d, he cannot well avvid, 
but is in ſome degree a neceſſary Re- 


ſult of his Compoſition; he muſt 


and will ptoceed further; he will de 
ſend to Particulars, and ſclect ſour 
Endowment or other from che mk, 


make that his Favourite, place it fil 


in his Eſteem, and endeavour to 2 
dorn it, not only for his own retired 


Enjoyment, but for the Pleaſure of 


exhibiting it to others, and exciting 
by chat means their Value and Eſteem 


for himſelf. The general Compla- 


cency, 


nd Regulation 
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liable to any great Abuſes; but when 
we come to be more particular, and 
chuſe for ourſelves, the Danger 
conſiderable becauſe there is great 
matter of Choice, and a Miſtake in 
that reſpe& would be of no fall mo- 
ment to us. 

As it „ 


3 
ED 


Reflexions upon it. 

The Rectirude of our Self Eſteem 
muſt turn wholly upon theſe two 
points, the Nature of the Objell we 
make choice of, and the dre of 
Yalue we let upon it. If we ſing 
out any Part of ourſelves, which is 


. 
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our Choice is wholly 
all our conſequent Efteem and Con- 
duct upon that Account, wrong, and 


in * this mean, and cy 
worthy 


Importance, I ſhall here offer a few 


inferior, and leſs worthy, and culti- 
vate it with ever ſo much Induſtry, 
miſplac'd; and 


ridiculous : The more Pains we take 


2 
cency, ths ſo extremely uſeful; Þ noe = 


2 
: 1 5 
176 
bh : 
it "FE 
I. 
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worthy Part of us, the more we ne. 
glect the more worthy and noble. 
Parts; and the more diligent we att 


in ſhewing theſe Improvements, the 


more we diſcredit and expoſe our. 


ſelves. If a Man takes it into hi 


Head to admire his Face, his Shape 
or any Part of his Perſon, or any 


thing that reſults from his whole Per 
fon, he will naturally adorn and im. 
prove it with all the Care imaginable; 


and when he has done all, it is 0 


more than adorning the Shell of 
Houſe, which is perhaps uſeleſs and 


unfurniſh'd, void and deſolate within, 


If we value ourſelves chiefly for ou 
Birth, Titles, or Fortune, which al 
of them, in a proper Degree, de- 


ſerve to be valued; yet theſe am 
Things exterior to us, and if ve 
eſteem ourſelves for them, we eſteem 
ourſelves for what is no Part of us; 
and by this means what conſtitutes 
our Perſon is neglected: for what we 
e eſteem 


** 
3 * : 
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eſteem not, we cannòt improve; and 
our Fields and Fortunes will then 4 
much better cultivated and improved, 
than ourſelves. \, ,; 
But it will be fad, - What is 3 
the proper Object of our Eſteem? What 
is the moſt proper ? Every thing - is. 
valuable in its Place and Rank, but 
what is fit for a Man to make his 
great Point, to aſpire to above all 
others, to cultivate. with his utmoſt 
Dilig gence, and exhibit to others, as 
his beſt Accompliſhn ment? Here it 
may perhaps be anſwered, That as; 
Men differ from each * in their 
aural Abilities and Capacities, in 
heir O portunities, in their Stations 
nd Offices of Life, that each Man 
ould endeavour to diſtinguiſh him- 
ef, and to excel, in that Particular 
which his natural Talents and Circum- 
ances of Life have beſt enabled him 
o improve in: The Soldier in Va- 
our, the Stateſman in Wiſdom, „the 
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| 1798 The Grounds and | Regulation * 
lauadge in Impargjality of Judgment, 
and every Artizan in his particular 
Calling. All this is true, and in all: 
theſe Inſtances the Precept in my Text 
will take place. In theſe things we 
may eſteem our ſelves, but we ſhould 
not think too highly of our ſel; 
but think ſoberly, according to ou 
Meaſure and Proportion: Some wil 
excel others in all Particulars. But i 
the inferior, from a fond Conceit af 
his own Excellence, prefer himſelf t 
his Betters, what is the Conſequence, 
but Shame and Reproach? This is 
very common Caſe; for they that knoy 
leaſt, are ſooneſt puffed, up; whill 
they that really excel, leave it to their 
Deeds to praiſe them, and have no 
need to be their owh Trumpeters. l 

is the Bubble, that extends itſelf, rils 
alofr, glitters, burſts, and diſappeas. 
When Compariſons are made, tis not 
our own, but the Judgment of other 
muſt determine: to which we open 


© appeal in every Action, that we think 
ir Ml deſerves. Self- Commendation and Pre- 


ference. As every Man is naturally in- 
x: clined to think well of himſelf, ſo eve- 
y one has naturally a Deteſtation of 
Boaſting and Inſolence in others. Self- 
preference without Merit is the moſt 
odious thing in the World; every one 
is ready to lend a helping hand to de- 
throne this Uſurpation. And where 
there is Merit, as much as it aſſumes, 
ſo much it loſes. Our Lord's Parable 

deſcribes the Caſe with the utmoſt Ex- 
actneſs: When thou art hidden of any 
Man to a wedding, fit not down in the 
higheſt room; leſt a more honourable Man 
rl than thou be bidden of him; and he 
no il that bade thee and him, come and ſay 
I io thee, Give this Man Place; and 
ſes WY thou begin with Shame to take the loweſt 
us. Room. But when thou art bidden, go 
no. and fir down'im the loweſt Room, that 
en when he that bade thee cometh, he 
a may ſay unto thee, Friend, go up higher: 


I 


then 
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then ſhalt thou have Worſhip in the Pre. 
ſence of them that fit at Meat with thee, 
For whoſorver exalteth himſelf, ſhall le 
abaſed; and he that humbleth himſelf 
ſpall be exalted* . We are nor forbid- 
den here to ſeek the Worſhip and Re. 
ſpect of them, with whom we con. 
verſe; but only the abſurd Way of 
ſeeking it. Humility and Modeſty, x 
. they break not in upon any Opinion 
which Men juſtly conceive of them- 
ſelves, muſt be agreeable to all, and 
have the Praiſes of all. And if ve 
look into the Riſe and Conſequence 
of Self-conceit and Humility, one 
would think nothing further could be 
_ neceſſary to determine our Conduct in 
this reſpect. Self- conceit ariſes from 
a very ſuperficial or no Examination 
of our ſelves and others; it makes ſuch 
Claims as it has no ſort of Right to; 
and breaks out upon all Occaſions into 
Vain- glory and Boaſting; it treats o- 
. Luke xiv, 8, 9, 10, 11, Venn. 3 > 


ther 


ee eee © 
thers with Inſolence and Contempt; 
and this produces in them either Con- 
tempt and Ridicule, or Rage and Re- 
enge: Theſe again retort bitterly up- 
and throw them into every ſelf. tor- 
jenting and outragious Paſſion, and 
onclude at laſt in a monſtrous Pro- 
luce of Diſappointment and Anguiſh. 
Dn the other hand, Humility is a 
eceſſary Reſult of a deep Enquiry into 


omplaiſant to others. This conciliates 
heir good Opinion, their Favour 
d Friendſhip: Theſe again reflect | 
ack upon the humble the greateſt and 
noſt ſincere; Pleaſures | of this Kind 
ey are capable of. Theſe enjoy the 
raiſes they never ſeek; whilſt the 
Others, in their Purſuits of Eſteem, en- 
ounter nothing but Shame and Ri- 
licule; they are blown up in every 
[rain, and are diſtinguiſh'donly to their 
wn Diſappointment, 


ers | 
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ur ſelves, and is naturally candid and 


- d 4 * * * b, 
« * We. x 
f / \ 
* 


182 De Grounds and Regulation 
But granting that Humility is 4 
neceſſary Ornament in every valuable 
Character, the Queſtion ſtill remain 
unreſolved.” Is there not ſome Particy- 

lar, which ſhould be the comma 
Object of the Eſteem of Mankind 
ſomething of ſuperior Worth to al 
others, for which we may more 12 
ſonably value our ſelves, and ſhall be 

more univerſally eſteemed by all? 4 

we have a common Nature, tho it 

be diverſified with different Endor. 

ments, there muſt be ſome common 

Point of Improvement, ſomething 

that is the real and univerſal Found: 

tion of Eſteem among 'one another. 

Now if we conſider what Part in out 
mixed and compounded Being is fu- 
preme, the Cultivation of that Pat 
muſt” be the Point, from whence tht 
firſt and principal Degree of Eſteem 
and Honour riſes. The Mind of Man 
in this Enquiry readily offers it {lf 
it is inconteſtably, and ought to be 


the 
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the higheſt Power, and the Im 
ment of it ought to be our f 


generally as unimproved in the Par- 


ticular I am about to recommend to 


you, as other Men's, Beſides Learning 
cannot be ſuppoſed as a common 
1:4 raw 


- 
8 KJ 


Mark for the Exerciſe, and Eſteem of 


I 
> 


Mankind, becaule. i, is within de 
Reach, or Power, but of few. The 
Mind, conſider d as Supreme in our 
Compoſition, is the Faculty by which 
ve diſcern, according to the Sy bars 
thar lies before us, Right from Wrong, 


- 


Good, from Evil; by which we make 


our Choice; by which we govern 


and ditect our Affections and Actions. 
The mainaining and improving this 
OE al EVER Þ the pew 
Point the Ignorant ate as capable of, 

= - 


rove-: 
our len 
Concern. Tou may perhaps appre- 
hend, that I am now going to re- 
commend Books and Learning to you: 
No, I ſhall ſet you none of thoſe. 
Tasks, The Minds of the Learned are 
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Objects: Theſe are Springs and Pris- 
ciples of Action, ie to put us 


Abos age is not 


We may 
our Actions and Conduct, notwith. 
bare Supremacy or Government of 
the Mind over its own Powers, the 
Actions, outward Behaviour follow of 


the: former. 


Thi : Cs. Ko ee on 
as the Learned. The Diſcovery of ma- 


ny Truths, the Acquiſition of much 

25 ching: This we 
may do without any Improvement 
of the Mind in the View before us, 
be Slaves to our Paſſions, 
we may chooſe and behave wrong in 


ſtanding all our Knowledge. It is the 


internal Uſe and Conduct of irs own 
Faculties, that I am now to confider, 


Courſe, and ate wholly dependent a on 


The leaſt Obſervition of the Move- 
ments of our Nature will inform us, 
that our ſeveral Appetites, Paſſions, 
and Affections are vehemently ſtirred 
up with a kind of blind Force, inde- 
pendent of our Wills, by their ſeveral 


into 


md 
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Power, tho not wholly of preventing 
them, yet of reſtraining, and direQ- 
ing, and pprſing them: This is its 
proper Bulinels, a Government allot. 
ted to it. The Mind, which is habi- 
nually mere its Power, and gain- 
eth an almoſt a on ver 
theſe ſeveral Commorions : It diſco- 
ſers them inſtantly, obſerves their 
Degrees f Influence, and regulates 
them by 


- 


* 


44 e Gy eee 5 . 
idle, and unconcerned in this Work, 


Power which ſhould direct them. 


that is plauſible and pleaſant; the 


% 


1 2 * 


et for 2 Time, and the lazy Mind 

„ats d wich this ſingle. Enjoyment, 

u neglects its Dominion, and grows re- 
5 288 143 n 
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ally exerciſed in this Way, is conti- 


ſolute Dominion over 


Fes a meer Act of Thoug t. On 


Pleaſure increaſes by Indulgence, at 


oardleſs 


135 


is eaſily overborne ; the. Paſſions daily 
gnitin fg! ik LAS a TIS 5s 3-4 ICTIEI 
increaſe their Force, and weaken that 


Every Affection has ſomething in it, 


The G bun and tele, 


_ of its Conſequences,” "Whin 
the Pleaſure at laſt becomes a Pain, or 

Evil, it can only dilapprove impo- 
rently, and Huh childiffly. It is in 
this manner we become Slaves to our 
Luſts and Paſſions, and vex and tor 
ment our Conſciences, without ay 
Relief from them: Nor is this al; 
where our Luſts govern, our outwad 
Conduct muſt be directed by them, 
every thing muſt be done in Obel 
ence to the Fool within. The Dil. 
5rd r t minates at home in 
Bre ſts, bur breaks Out in- 
to Miſconduct, makes us injurious t 
others, and brin 95 Difficulties and Dan- 
por on our ſelves, Which at laſt wc 

ave neither Patience to Pear, nor 
Power to extricate our ſelves from. 
- Whilſt the Mind | engaged | in Dilc. 
pline and good Government main. 
tains Peace and Order within,” and 


diſpenſes nothing outwardly, bur what 
is decent, laudable L and right.” There 


1s 


js nothing to cloud the Underftand- 
ing, or pervert the Judgment, or 
prompt to wrong Action. Man in 
this State is like himſelf, a Being of 
diſtinguiſh'd Worth; he has formed 
and improved himſelf according to 
his Abilities, and muſt have a ſecret 


0 „ = 


degenerate, it will: eſteem this Charac- 
ter; they who cannot bring chem- 
ſelves to imitate it, will at leaſt admire 
and praiſe it both in the Dead and 
the Living. This, as it is the moſt 
worthy, Hen ſolid Ground of Self- 
Eſteem, has this peculiar Advantage, 
that it will not urge us to Self- Prefe- 
rence; and principally for this — 
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The Mind thus engaged, will be at 
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leaſt conſcious to itſelf of fo many Frail-, 
ties and Corruptions, which it cannot 
obſerve in others; it will have fo in- 
timate and painful a Feeling of them, 
which it cannot have of — Mens, 


that it will be naturally inclined in 


Lowlineſs of Mind, to eſteem other 


better than it ſelf. And in Caſe 
' where. the inward Corruption is dil. 


covered by the outward Actions 


and the over- bearing paſſion will no 


longer be concealed; it will make all 


proper Allowances, admit every rea- 


ſonable Excuſe, and always be a com- 
paſſionate Obſerver, never a ſevere 


Judge. When the two Sons of Ze. 


bedee deſired to ſit, the one at our 
Lord's right Hand, and the other at 
his left in his Kin dom, He call d 
his Diſciples to him and ſaid, Te know 
that the Princes of the Gentiles exerciſe 
Dominion over them, and they that are 
great exerciſe Authority "ow them. 

But 


But it ſhall not be ſo among yon: but 
whoſoever will be great among you, let 
will be chief among you, let him be. 
our Servant; even as the Son of Man 
came not to be miniſter d unto, but 'f0. 


miniſter. * 


This Exerciſe of the Mind will na- 
5 urally throw us into this Temper, 
ind form that humble Diſpoſition 
F rkich is neceſſary to conſtitute us the 
iciples of Chriſt: To ſuch Men it 


mill be more agreeable to ſerve and 
oblige others, than to be ſerved and 
bliged by them; it will be their Am- 
bition to be the Servants of all, upon 
ll Oc, nn = nfs 
This is the truly amiable and glo- 
nous Character; what perfects our 
being, and promotes in all Inſtances 
and Degrees the common Happineſs 
and Perfection of Mankind. What 
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oY Matth. xx. 25—28. . 
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ven, what other Ideas could we hay 
is only an Affectation of this Ch 


' e what muſt the real Chr 


is full of Self- Preference, and de- 


Imagination, than a Society of Men in 
each delighting in the Praiſe, the 
than his own? If we would deſcribe 


_ conſequently deſpiſes others, nothing 
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more excellent Scene can we paint in 
each ſubmitting himſelf to other, 
Good, and Happineſs of others, more 
the Perfection and Happineſs of Hes MA 


of it? Ordinary Complaiſance, which 
racter, is a very « aging thing; and 
if the bare Shew of Humility ve 
mutual Submiſſion, if an artful ad 
ſel-intereſted Tender of Services be 


—;§öÜ—ö˙¹[— ͤ 0550! 086 5} 700) 
On the other hand, Pride, which 


mands always the Obſervance and 
Submiſſion of others, is as natur 
and large a Source of Miſery. Where 
every one overvalues himſelf, an 


candi 


can follow, but Abuſe and Sc 
* . 


ing, a = a0 Die 1 78 of ll ill 
Offices. The. Character of the De- 
vil-is founded in Pride, and his Ac- 
tions are the Reſult of it: Hence he 
s a Lyar, and a Murderer, and the 
Accuſer of his Brethren „and no Place 
for 1 is found any. more with 
ni 

The maintaining this Balance of 
be Mind; this Power of directing and 
over-ruling its own Actions, accord- 
ng to what appears fit and right to 
bebe done, is within every Man's Reach; 
mand for that, among othe: N 
offered, muſt be the Perfection of every 
ich Man. I leave it to its own Worth, 
de. ind Excellence, and Amiableneſs, to 
and recommend. it. There is one Thing 


ul further, which this Subj ect ſuggeſts, 


here worthy. of the rite of every 
au good Man. Let every one conſider, 


ing what it is he values himſelf: for; the 
da laſt Thought vill bring it to light; 


bat yn 
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remains that is worthy or excellent: 


Beauty, or Riches, or Titles, or Ho. 


vaniſh away; This is what may befil 


_— and that nothing, but pre- 
macy of the Mind, can ſtand by 
much a Part of us, that it cannot be 
ever. 


upon this Work, leſt it ſhould with- 


every one that knows us, knows thy 


| he Gum thn 


and diyeſted of it, whether it be 
nours, or Knowledge, which all muſt 
us in this Life, and muſt in che nen. 
Let us view ourſelves under this Sup- 
poſition ; let us ask ourſelves whit 
Von ſee plainly, that all who hae 
eſteemed themſelves for the abo. 
mentioned Particulats, muſt be let 
erving the Government and Supre- 
us under all Events; which is 6 


ſeparated from us, and muſt abide for 


Neither let 10 be afraid of entring 


draw us from the preſent Object of 
our Affections; if it has any Worth 


In 


in it, it will render it more worthy; 
if it has none, it is high. time to give 


it up: It will give a Force to every 


Virtue, and make every Grace more 


graceful 5 


DISCO U RSE VIII. 
The different Characters of Real and p 
Diſſembled Love. 0 

— — in 
ST, a 8 RON. XII. 9. ic 
Let Love be without Diſſmmulation. il © 
LS 7. 181. * te 
Is Precept is ſo very im cc 
rand ſimple, that there ſeem © 
do be no manner of Oc 
= ſion to make any Com- 
ment upon it, or to form a Diſcourk « 
about it. Perhaps the Wiſe of ul © 
World would ſay, that it is a Tru © 
which requires no deep Philoſophy ii 

| diſcover, or 3 of Reaſon i 
oc 
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\ 
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it below an inſpired Teacher to incul- 


cate, or even a common Audience 


to attend to. 


But it may not be improper to put f 
ſuch profound Thinkers in mind of 


an Obſervation, which one of the 
greateſt Philoſophers, that any Age 
has produc'd, has ſupply d us with : 


Cicero, in his Treatiſe of Friend ſbip, 
introduces Læliuss Diſcourſe upon that 
Subject, in this manner: Vour 


profeſs d Philoſophers will diſpute 


te off-hand, upon any Subject you 


e propoſe to them, with very great 
«© Subtilty, but very little to the 


2 
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« common Advantage of Mankind.” 


te That muſt not be expected from 


ee him, who did not pretend to open 
« and diſſect it with ſo much Art. He 
* ſhould treat the Argument with the 


© utmoſt Plainneſs, and enter only into 
« ſuch Points as are uſeful in the Con- 


e duct of Human Life.” And then 
ſoon after obſerves, almoſt in the 


02 fame 
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S fame Words with St. Paul," That 
Friendſhip muſt be without all Diſſimu- 
lation and Hypocriſy. In amicitia nihil 
fictum, nihil fimularum. 
q It can therefore be no Objection 
1 to the Scriptures, that there is ſuch 
a Plainneſs in them, as the greateſt 
Maſters of Reaſon have approved; 
ſuch Precepts, as the beſt and polite 
Judges of Human Life have thought 
proper to enforce. Whoever attend 
to the Scripture Precepts, will find 
them far better adapted to the Exi- 
gencies of Men, than any which the 
Schools of Athens and of Rome, or 
any other Schools ſince, have been 
able to produce. They were not de- 
ſigned to entertain the Imagination, 
but to improve the Heart: And il 
you would have Rules to condud 
your Manners by; if you would know 
how to behave towards others, and 
how you would have others behayc 
towards you in real Life, you wil 


pits; — 7+. ha 
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find this Precept in the Text of the 
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utmoſt Weight and Importance; a 


Precept, which every Man ought for 
ever to have upon his Mind, and 


continually to form his Conduct by. 
Let Love be without Diſſimulatioon. 

From theſe Words I ſhall proceed 
to conſider the ſeveral Kinds and De- 


grees of diſſembled and real Love, 


enter into their moral Characters, and 
ew you their Tendencies and Conſe- 
quences, how they affect our own 


Happineſs, and the Happineſs of other 


Perſons. 

The frff Kind of diſſembled Love, I 
ſhall rake notice of, is that of general 
Complaiſance, without any Meaning. 
This is a Compound of Good nature, 


Good- breeding, no ſmall Degree of 


Vanity, and but a weak Underſtand- 
ing; and if we would give it any Fi- 


gure in the World, we muſt add, a 
conſiderable Fortune. Where theſe 


Characters unite in one Perſon, we 


03 find 
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find him exceeding gracious, full of 
Expreſſions of great Regard, and un- 


common Tenders of Friendſhip to al. 
moſt every one he meets, without any 


Diſtinction or Judgment; which ate 


all forgot, as ſoon as the Perſon's Back 


is turn d. Preſſing Invitations, a vio- 


lent Concern for your Intereſt, Ac- 
knowledgements of Favours never re. 
ceived, Offers of thoſe that neyer 
were intended, an Affectation of great 
Power and Influence, Admiſſions of 
all Kinds and Degrees of Flattery, and 
an equally profuſe Return of them, 
are the principal Branches in this Cha- 
racter. The Miſchiefs and Evils that 
follow from it are many, tho they are 


not generally of the worſt Sort. As 


very little Sagacity will ſuffice to ſec 
through this Conduct, ſo it rather 
yields Men of tolerable Senſe a Diver- 
ſion, than threatens them with any 
Danger: But as there are a Multitude 
of Perſons as eager to court a Patron, 
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2s theſe ſort of Patrons are to create 
Dependants, ſo it is often found to 


draw many Perſons into falſe Expec- 


tations, from whence real Diſappoint: 


ments and Injuries follow. When we 


are once weak enough to attend to 
| falſe Proteſtations of Friendſhip, and 
to be charm'd with falſe Diſplays of 


Power, and to build on them, tho' 
our Foundation often fails us, we are 
ſtill apt to build on. Plauſible Excuſes 
are made; the next Opportunity is 
beautify'd to our View; we are tena- 
cious of our Hopes, and credu- 


lous in our Wiſhes; we durſelves 


aſſiſt the Deceit; we outgo the 


Treachery of our pretended Friend; 


we forge Promiſes far beyond his 
Meaning; ſupport our Belief to avoid 


the Ridicule of others. Thus we waſte 
our Time, neglect better Opportuni- 
ties, and ſpend our Lives in the Pur- 
ſuit of Shadows: a Chace not only 


vain and idle, bur often expenſive and 


444ͤũ q 
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dangerous. Where Men of this Chaz 


| _ rater happen to be in high Stations, 


and to have real Power and Influence, 
the Conſequences are proportionably 


worſe, Such. Men' muſt have many 
Dependants; the more they have, as 
they are in their ſeveral Ways their 


Agents, ſo the more extenſive muſt 


the Patron's Intereſt and Influence be; 


and the more Dependants there are, 
the more ſtill muſt be diſappointed, 


Here we fee thouſands led into 'vain 
Hopes, and facrificing their Lives and 
Fortunes to the moſt fooliſh Expecta- 
tions. As the Affectation of Power 
and Influence, and the oſtentatious 


Profeſſions of Friendſhip from the 


Vain, are frequently depended on by 


the Weak and Simple; ſo this Depen- 


dance will often bring the Patron him- 
ſelf into Diffieulties and Inconveni- 


ences: And perhaps the whole World 


cannot exhibit a more ridiculous and 


abſurd Scene, than the Struggle which 
| = ariſes | 
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and the low Tricks and mean Arti- 
ices made uſe of to get quit of them. 


That great Man is indeed a great Man, 


whoſe. Word in thoſe Circumſtances is 


ſicred, whoſe Promiſe is inviolable, who 


an deal plainly and honeſtly withthoſe, 


whom he has either no Power or In- 


dination to ſerve. 


MHintereſted, who are perpetually lay- 
vg Schemes, and contracting Friend- 
lips, and doing Services to others, 
vith no other View but their own 
\dvancement. The Men of this Cha- 


klons are made and Services offered 
„C 


The next Kind of diſſembled Love; 
| hall take: notice of, is that of the 


ariſes berwixt pompous Invitations; | 


ater generally purſue their Ends very 
coſely ; they are wiſe in their Ge- 
eration ; Hence, as ſoon as their 
urn is ſerved, or if they can find 
more proper Perſon to ſerve it by, 
cir Zeal cools, and the ſame Pro- 
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* to be more uſeful to them. bY þ us 
Hypocriſy, Falſhood and Ingratitude 
or where Self-intereſt is the only Aim 
thoſe things, which to the Generou 
and Virtuous are moſt offenſive anc 
thing, are a meer Jeſt and Diverſion 
They, who truſt to the Friendſhip o 
this Set of Men, are a very numero 
Race, who are beguiled by their Artific 
inſnared in their long forecaſted Train 
and ſuffer in the moſt ſenſible and pun 


6 

gent manner imaginable. The Virtuou 4 
are ready to take every Occaſion th thi 
ariſes, to ſerve their Friends; they a be 
not ſuſpicious themſelves, and thin ab. 
themſelves unſuſpected; they truſt iff im 
all, and look upon themſelves aff mz 
truſted by all: And for a Man of tiff Tl 
Turn to find himſelf made uſe of 5M lic 

| Fool in a dirty Scheme, and to bedgiff of 
piſed as a Tool by the Wretch that H the 
haas ſerved, what can we imagine moi ol 


vexatious and more grating? Ther 


lil There is a third Sort of diſſembled 
ual Love, which is almoſt as common, 
ind infinitely more milchievous, than 
either of the Two before .deſerib'd; 
and that is a feigned Love ariſing ſrom 
Ewvy. When the noble Principle of 
Emulation degenerates into Envy, an 
Affectation of Eſteem and Regard 
tends; the Object of it; tho not 
vith a Deſign to imitate, but to eclipſe 
is Virtues, There are innumerable 
perſons in the World, who have fo 
great an Opinion of their own Me- 
ric, or at leaſt would have others 
think ſo highly of them, that every 
Perſon who happens to get one Step 
above them, or is likely to do fo, is 
immediately look d upon as their Ene- 
my, an Encroacher upon their Right. 
This is a Character the moſt Diabo- 
lical that Human Nature is capable 
of, Theſe are they, who inſinuate 
themſelves into your Secrets with no 
other | Deſign than to reveal them; 
— ho 
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204 The different Charabters of - 
who betray with a Kiſs, and a Hail 
| Maſter! whoſe Words are ſmoother thay 
Oil, whilſt the Poiſon of Aſps is undy 
their Lips. The Diſſimulation of V. 
nity without Self-Intereft, and of Self 
Intereſt without Envy, are harmleß 
things, in compariſon of this: . For 
this includes not only all the Evil 
ol the other Two, but adds a Depth 
to their Intrigues, a Mask to thei 
Hypocriſy, a Miſchief to their Sub- 
tilty. Here we have not only the 
Wiles, but the Venom of the Ser 
pent, and have the greateſt Occaſion 
to attend to our Lord's Admonition, 
| Behold, I ſend you forth as Sheep u 


. 


the midſt of 'Wolves: be ye therefor fl | 
wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs «Lo 
Doves. * oe ens” .  Mcon 
Theſe appear to be the moſt ge- ber 
neral Cauſes of Diſſimulation and De 
Hypocriſy; and, on the. other hand, - 
* — — 005 


| "9 Matth, *. 16. 


there 


ail, 
hat 


j 
leß 


or 


vil 


eit 


It 


undiſſembled and real Love. 


general Propenſity to mutual Bene vo- 


determined by ſome more powerful 
paſſion. | 19 855 35 2 £28 1h 

Next to this we may reckon the 
Love of Good-nature, of a ſoft and 
compaſſionate Temper, which many 


Perſons are bleſs d with in a very high 


Degree. All indeed have ſome Share 
of it, but in ſome the vindictive Paſ- 


ſons get the better of it, and in 
8 | others 
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there are many Kinds and Degrees of © 


Feſt, There is @ Love,” or fort of 


Ince, which holds Mankind together 
in Society; that makes them ſeek and 
delight in each others Company and 
Converſation; that _ them 'to 
entertain, divert, and pleaſe each other. 
This is doubtleſs a natural Paſſion; 
but there are ſo many other Paſſions 
blended together with ic; ſo many 
Deſigns and Intrigues, that this Sort 
of Love will yield us no Character; 
is Force is always ſwallowed up and 
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tender Feeling of the Miſeries and 
Calamities of others, this Milkineſs , 


Blood (as it is fomewhete called) make 
us happy within ourſelves, and er. 
tremely | uſeful to others. But it vo M 


generally attended with this Misfor ſta 


tune, that it is roo ealily impoſed up. d 


on, and caught by Tales of falſe Wor im 


Irs Senſations of theſe things are bl v1 


| delicate, ſo quick and preſſing, tuWit 
they will not allow time to examinWin 


their Conduct. This flows from 


into the Arts of Hypocrites, and (fl C 


a great deal of the Good, that wou t 
otherwiſe be done, is thrown 20 7 
upon the moſt unworthy and unde is 


ſerving of all Objects. D 


The next Kind of Love, I ſhall; 


take notice of is that of Gemerofity & 


Tho! this, and the foregoing, may ©: 


be thought very near of Kin, if noi u 


the fame; yet it will be found tha 


i 
they differ greatly in their Source, and 9 
0 


high 
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"Real nd eee = nap 
high Opinion of our Honour; it aa. 
{ets Character and Diſtinction among 

is Equals. and Superiors ; it diſdains 
breaks out into ſurprizing Acts f 
Munificence, and exceeds the Expeo- 
ation. of its moſt forward Depen- 
moves in a higher Orb, and ſhines 

with a — Luſtre than the other. 

lt is extremely active in its Undertak- 

ings, and quick in its Reſolutions; 
Courage is its near Ally, and con- 

tant Companion: Its Preſents are like 

Jacob's, they paſs before it in Droves; 

its Returns for Favours offered, like 
David's to Araunah, who as a King 
rave unto: the King his Oxen for a 
Sacrifice and his Inſtruments of Hus- 
bandry for Wood. But the King ſaid 
unto him, Nay; but I will ſurely buy 
it of thee at a Price: neither will T 
God, of that which doth cof me no- 
Fa Eo 5 thing. 


thing. Here was a Conteſt of try 
SGeneroſity. Here the Lord was en 
treated for the Land, and the Pla 
war ſtayed from Iſrael *. This is per- 
haps the moſt dazzling and admired 
of all Characters: One Act of Ge 
neroſity ſhall be more talk d of, than 

a whole Life of Good-nature,. By 
this has likewiſe its Imperfections; a 
what, that is merely Human, ha 
not? As it acts chiefly from a hig 
Senſe of Honour, and conſults Gran 
deur and Dignity, the lower Rank 
of Men are ſeldom the better for it. 
Occaſions of Miſery which are deem. 
little, tho they are really great i 
_ themſelves, do not often fall unde 
its Conſideration; it is not apt to 
deſcend to the Cottages of the Poor, 
nor to attend to the Cry of the Wi 
dow and Fatherleſs. It is not indeed 
fo liable to be impos d upon by ſpe- 
cious Appearances, as Good- nature, 


. but 


2 Sam. xxiv. 24, 354 
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but it neglects many good Offices, 


which never eſcape the other. 


The next Kind of real and undiſ- 


ſembled Love, is that of Frienuſpip. 
This Sort of Love ſeldom appears in 


the World; but when it does, it is 
greatly and juſtly admired: The An- 


cients laid it down as a Maxim, That 
none were capable of it but the Wiſe, 
or Virtuous; for where Folly or Vice 


ke Place, they always bring with 


them Occaſions of Diſlike, and Dil 


cord; and Friendſhip cannot long ſub- 
iſt with them. This Love is of far | 
greater Force, than any before enu- 


merated: It is one of the ſtrongeſt 
Enthuſiaſms of the Soul; it ſwallows 


up all Selfiſh Regards, and is always | 


ready to make a Freewill-Offering of 
all, even of Life itſelf. But 5 
great ſoever its Force may be, it is 
very narrow and confined: All its 
Intercourſe is betwixt two Perſons on- 
ly; and tho' it makes them extremely 
Vos. P happy 
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happy in each other, yet it is to be 
queſtion d, whether it would not be 
of more Uſe to the World, were 
there no ſuch ſtritt Unions, which 
thus engroſs the whole Regard of two 
virtuous Perſons; whether it would 
not be better to have them friendh, 
than Friends. But as this is a Cak 
which very rarely happens, ſo we ned 
not raiſe any further Queſtions or Spe- 
_aicotupes bk 
The next Kind is the Love of on 
Country, much talked of by the An- 
cients, and as much pretended to, but 
perhaps leſs known, in later Days 
Where it is real, it is doubtleſs a moſt 
noble, generous, and extenſive Pal- 
fion : By its Regard to the whole, it 
includes every Member. Ir diſplays: 
great and comprehenſive Genius, to 
take in ſo large an Object; and the 
moſt unbounded and diſintereſted Ge 
neroſity to provide for. it; and re- 
quires a high Station, and great Op- 
1 1 pPottunities 


jornanities to furniſh ſuch a Cay 
city with a Sphere of Action. It 4 
perſedes even the Power of Friend- 
p is ſuperior to all Influence, which 
1 e Object or Relation can lay 
upon = It ariſes from the moſt. ge- 
nerous Principles, and is of the ut- 
moſt Advantage in all Communities, 
where the leaſt Remains of Freedom 
we left. Nay, the very Affectation 
of it, if not carried roo far, is of 
great Uſe; as it is a ſtrong Check 
to the Encreadiiuthits of a Court, 
ind the Love and Abuſe of Power, 
which are its too frequent Attendants. 
But it is hard to diſtinguiſh this Love 
of our Country, this real Patriotiſmz 
from Reſentment and Ambition; 
which very often aſſume that Cha- 
n&ecr, and ſhelter themſelves under 
the Cover and Protection, which it 
gives them. And the true publick 


Spirit is by that means as often mi- 
taken. Be it ever ſo ſincere, it is ſel- 
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dom 
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eſt Species of Generoſity, ſo what was 
ſaid of Generoſity in general, will be If 
in Proportion applicable to this. It Is 


The ifferent Characters x 
dom known, or receives its due Praiſes 
till it has left this World, and its Loſs 
is thoroughly felt. As this is the high. 


provides for the Whole, and of Con- 


| ſequence includes Individuals, but not In 


by any ſpecial Conſideration of pri-i f 


vate and particular Exigencies. Acci-· ¶ ti 
dents and Misfortunes, that proceed Mir 


not from the Publick, are abſoluteſy i 
out of the Scheme of its Obſervation 5; 
and Influence. TD gh 
I have yet one particular to offer, I e: 
one more uncommon, more unenpe- I 
rienced, and yet more material than in 
any of the foregoing, and that is the F 
Chriſtian Love, which is commonly cal-M th 


ed Charity. This is the moſt perfect a 


Love that imperfect Creatures are ca- 
pable of: This is more extenſive and 
more vigorous, than any Kind or De 
gree of Loye before enumerared : It 
41 2 1 | got 


ob goes beyond the Force of any Inſtinct: 


oh- and proceeds upon Reaſons or Mo- 


was Wl tives, which meer Reaſon could never 


be ſaggeſt: Here is the Wiſdom of the 


It Serpent with the Dove's Innocence: 
on- Ml Here is Good nature without Weak - 
not I neſs; Generofity without Vanity or Af- 
pri · fectation, Friendſbip without any par- 
cci-M tial and particular Attachments: and 
el inſtead of the Love of one little Spot, 


«ly Ml the Love of all Mankind, the whole 


ion Species. If we look into its Behas 
yiour towards its Enemies; it loves 


fer, even them; it forgives them their 


Treſpaſſes; and does them good, look- 


their Happineſs: If to its Friends; they 
only have this Appellation, who do 
the Will of their : Father, which' is in 
Heaven; Regarding this ſacred Rela- 
tion above all others, no other Tye 


yenly Father; without including this, 


by 2 
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ing for nothing again, no Return of 
Favours, not ſeeking its own, but 


muſt diſunite them from their hea- 
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lican in . to convert him; It vill 
reprove Herod in his Judgment hal, 
and the High- Prieſt in the Sanhedrin, 
and take care of the Samaritan robbed 
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: i uy 
re . — Mother, Wike 
and Children are nothing to it. It wil 


go into the Dungeon to relieve the 
Priſoner, into the Stews to reform the 
Harlot, into the Tombs to cure the 


Poſſeſſed; It will dine with the Pu. 


and wounded and half dead, though 
the Prieſt and the Levite Jook on him 
only, and paſs by on the other fide, 
The Motives it is ſupported by, ate 


the Precepts and Example of Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, a Conſciouſneſs of endeayour- 
ing to live up to the Perfection and 


Dignity of his Commands; and, 2 


human Nature cannot poſſibly be di- 
veſted of all Regard to it ae an Ex- 


pectation of an eternal Reward from 
um in Herren. 
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D ISCO U R s . IX. 
. | Charadter of the 8 corner. 
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ml 1 unto you that laugh now : : for 
nen 1 N 


7 F we lock back unto wht 
goes before theſe Words, we 
may caſily find what Sort 
we of Langhter this Woe is 
een, againſt: When our Lord 
i; had ſelected the Twelve, whom he 
„ | called Apoſtles, from the reſt of his 
n Followers, he took occaſion, not on- 
if before them, but in the Preſence 

of 4 2 Multitude of People out of 
. vo all 


k — 
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| all Jadea and Jeruſalem, and from tie 

Sea coaſt of Tyre and Sidon, which I y 

came to hear him, and to be healed of Ml th 

their Diſeaſes, to declare the Reaſons ſl th 

of his Conduct, the Reaſons upon N w 


which he choſe his Diſciples from the N th 
Multitude, and the Twelve from them. L. 
He lifted up bis Eyes on bis Diſciples, is 
and ſaid, Bleſſed are ye Poor, 8c. Set- th 
ting forth thoſe moral Characters, or Ich 
Habits of Mind, which are the ne- Nh 
ceſſary Qualifications of receiving his. My: 
Goſpel, and advancing in his Kingdom; Noe 
beginning with the firſt Diſpoſition, Wb 
and proceeding regularly in the Order Nd 
of Nature to the laſt, and utmoſt Per- 
fection we are capable of. vr. 


On the other hand, he deſcribes all 

 _ thoſe Habits which were the great Ob- 
ſtructions to the Reception of his 
Doctrine in the ſame Order, and 
ſtrong Contraſt, Vo unto you that are 
rich: Wo unto you that are full: Wa 

unto you that laugh, &, 
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W | Character of the Scorner _ 
el There is no doubt but they who 
vere rich within themſelves, rich in 


they that were full, full of themſelves, 
which implies ſomethin more, a fur- 
c cher Advance, when 0 
Lord's preceding Bleſſings; I ſay, there 
s, Mis no doubt but they laugh'd, and: 
- chat our Lord win himſelf lone 


h | 
f © their own Opinion and Eſteem; ' and 
5 

f 


ey heard our 


N 4 
* f 2 


x chem, and lifted up his Eyes upon. 
chem, and directed his Diſcourſe to- 


is. N vards them, and denounced his Woes 


foregoing. Diſcour 
this, if carefully attended to. 

But there is no need to lay the 
whole Streſs of this Aſſertion on this 


b- others, that the Jeus were very high” 
his Win Sneer and Ridicule, and that they 
nd N generally treated our Lord, both with 
re regard to his. Mon: and e in 
Yo, is Wer. 


1; Noery emphatically a * them. The 
ſtrongly implies 


ingle Paſſage; for it will appear from 
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ſus, and worſhipped him, ſaying, My 
Daughter is even now dead: but come 
aud lay thy Hand apon her, and ft 
Fall live. And when he came into the 
and the People making a Noiſe, he ſai 
unto them, Give place, for the Maid is 
not dead, but ſhepeth. And they laugh 
him to ſcorn, * Prom this Paſlage we 
may conclude, that the Fews were 
much uſed to ridicule our Lord; that 
it was become a faſhionable thing 2. 
mong them; how elſe could they 
turn their Funeral Lamentations, their 
great Weeping and Wailing into this 
ſcornful Laughter? They ſaw the Dam- 
ſel dead; they thought our Lords 1 
was a ridiculous Aſſertion, and were 
reſolved to loſe no Opportunity of ſÞ th 
expoſing him. What fore of Face 5. 
they put upon the matter, when they I l 
came back to the Room, from which I K 


Matth. ix. 18, 23, Ce. | _ 


they 


they had been very deſervedly turned 


out, and found the Maid reſtored to 


Life, and eating, is eaſier to imagine, 


were aſloniſbed. 


The Accounts given us of our 


bleſſed Lord's Trial and Crucifixion 


are ſo ſtrong to this Purpoſe, as to 


tender all other Inſtances needleſs. He 


had foretold to his Diſciples, that the 
Chief Prieſts ſhould deliver him to the 


Gentiles, to mock and to ſcourge him, 


and to crucify him. The Prediction 


of the Mockers was as thoroughly ful. 
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filled as the others. For Herad, and 


his Men of War, ſet him at naught, 


the Soldiers of the Governour gathering 
together, the whole Band, fripped lum, 
ond put on him a ſcarlet Robe; and when 
they had platted a Crown of Thorns, they 
put it upon his Head, and a Reed in 
bis right Hand; and they bowed the 


Knee before him, and mocked him, ſay- 


ing, Hail, King of the Jews! And 


_ they 
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they ſpit upon him, and took the Reed 


Matth. xxvii. 27, Cc. 


and ſmote him on the Head. The 
Chief Prieſts alſo, with the Scribes 
and Elders, as well as thoſe that paſ- 
ſed by, mocked him, and wagged their 
Heads at him, and inſulted him with 
taunting Speeches: One of the Ma- 
lefactors allo which were crucify'd with 


him, railed on him. From theſe Ac- 
counts it is evident enough, that it 


was a cuſtomary and reputable, and 
poſſibly a meritorious thing, to treat 


the Appearance and Behaviour of Je- 


ſus Chriſt with Scorn and Laughter: 
Nothing leſs could have produc'd a 
Behaviour ſo cruel and inhuman, at 
an Execution, eſpecially in a Fellow- 
Sufferer. And we may obſerve alſo 
from hence, that not to be aſhamed of 
Chriſt, to receive others in his Nane, 
and to confeſs him before Men, were no 
ſlight Matters: Nor need we wonder 


* - ” > : 
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at 


| Chara#t er: "of "the corner. der 
n the great Reward promis d upon 
Yi theſe Occaſions. 1 


. 


hs: From this general Introduction, I 
s proceed more particularly to enquire | 
into the Nature of this Laughter; to 
is conſider the Aſſemblage of its Quali- 
ch tics; how it lies in the Mind; what 
a. its ordinary Conduct is towards 
th others; how it returns upon it ſelf; 
and what is the Reſult of it: And by 
it this means we ſhall ſee the Force of the 
d Ve denounced againſt it. 
t This Laughter then, as was before 
e obſerved, is the Product of the Abun- 
-. MW dance of Self-Eſteem, and Fulneſs of 
Sufficiency : This gives us. its proper 
Idea, and evidently diſtinguiſhes it 
from other Kinds. The Men of this 
Character view themſelves with per- 
fect Complacency and Delight: This 
fills their Mouth with Laughter, and 
their Tongue with Joy. Poverty of 
Spirit; a Senſe of our own Defects; - 
of our. Corruptions and Sins, leads us 
2 into 


a Meckneſs over the Mind, and cre- 
ates a Hunger and Thitſt after Righ- 
teouſneſs; whilſt Richneſs and Fulnef 
place us in the Scorner's Chair, a Chair 


_ of the ſtrongeſt Enchantment, which 


ſcarce ever any Perſon was known to 
get out of again, To the Poor the 
Goſpel was preached, by them it was 
received, the heavy-laden were refreſſi- 
ed with it: The Rich and the Righ- 
teous were ſent empty away; they 
went away laughin tf — . 
— nor ſought, nor found any 
n | 
The Idea we form of outſelyes, wil 
be the great Director of our Conduct 
and Manners in all Inſtances: *Tis 
dur own Character of ourſelves, which 
we make our chief Buſineſs to ſup- 
_ and exhibit to others, in all our 
chaviour: It will ſtrongly tincture 
all our Thoughts, Words and Actions. 
Now tho Men do generally _ up 
5 = 


— * 


5 0 ; * W te 
- « a, #2 e 
into the Houſe of Mourning, ſpreads 


= 


their Opinion of thernſelves upon a 
lighter Enquiry and Examination, 
than perhaps any other Opinion whar- 
ſoever, yet it is y”_y of the utmoſt 
Impottance, and the moſt extenſive 
Influence. A Blunder here makes our 
whole Lives a Miſery our ſelves, 
and an Impertinence at leaft, perhaps a 
Plague —— As to the — 
before us, this Fulneſs of Sufficiency 
of Mind, and the Glee oſ Compla- 
cency ariſing from it, nothing can 
poſſibly be more incompatible with 
our true Intereſt, or more incongru- 
ous wich reſpect to others. The beſt 
and wiſeſt of Men carry about them 
it many Failings and much Ignorance, 
Tis and whoever in his Account of him 
ich elf overlooks all this, and makes it 
no Part of his Character, muſt not 
only form a wrong Judgment of 
himſelf, but ſuch a kind of wrong 
judgment as extends its Wrongneſs to 
amoſt all other Particulars; to - at 
fo 5 leaſt 


_— " e * * 
n 3 ” „ n 9 * » - by N 
„ * os a Avid te tte toon tn ry $4.4 
_ 9 — F 7 a W 
te. > Aut GW * a ERS. 2 4 F y . 
* y wo 85 * * *. 2 * 7 _ — 
. > 8 * 
* * 
. * * 
. * * id 4 
= : - 
0 8 * 
* 899 1 - 
$ . * 33 z i 
* « 
* * 
- 


have no Part, nor Lot in this matter, 
no Conformity to Truth. 


Character of the Scornth. 
be no greater Miſtake, than for an 


If we ſay that we have no Sin, ur 


them and our ſelves : Every Man may 
not do this in a formal explicit Man- 


thing in themſelves, but Excellencies, Nel 


empty Creature to think himſelf full, 
and to act under that Preſumption: 
And they muſt be the emptieſt of al 
Creatures, who thus think and act. 


deceive our ſelves in the groſſeſt man- 
ner, and the Truth is not in us: We 


In our Intercourſe with others, we 
naturally make Compariſons betwixt 


ner, but we all do it in ſome way or 
other. Now what fort of Compa- p. 
riſons muſt they make, who ſee no- 6; 


and in others, nothing but Defe&s N ier 


What can follow but Laughter and 


8 Inſult, Mockery and Scott of 


cy is neceſſary to us; Our Beings 


Some Degree of Self-Complacen- 


woulc 


| Charatter of the Scorner. 
in would be inſupportable without it: 
n And perhaps there are not many 
ll, Men, who do not improve their Self- 
n:. Complacency into Self- Preference in 
al ſome Particular or other 3 and there 
may be no great Harm done in this: 
ur Becauſe, whilſt we have our Eye on 
n- ome ſingle Accompliſhment of our 
Ve own, we ſhall be more diligent to 
er, ¶ improve it within our ſelves, as well 
as more induſtrious to exhibit it as 
we I an Example to others. Neither does 
irt it preclude us from obſerving the Ex- 
1a) i cellencies of others, and ſubmitting 
an- our ſelves to them, except perhaps in 
that very Point upon which the Self- 
Preference is grounded. Here is ſo 
ar room for a fair and equal Cor- 
eſpondence to ſubſiſt; we are con- 
tented to take our Turns in it. 
But where Fulneſs and Sufficiency 
of Mind, and their Offspring, Con- 
empt and Ridicule take place, there 
b not only the moſt effectual Stop 
Voi. ñĩèi?Fv 8 


pa- 
no- 
ies 
Qs? 
and 


cen- 
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than; of e regard them. 
ſelves only; 757 thing 1 
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them; if they pay this Homage, well ., 
if. nor, che next Bulinels is to make tif 
it fn. of 4 4 v* n |; F-[2.F 343.5 
them feel. their Reſentment. _ 
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the reſt of Mankind, every 
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„cannot ſerve their low Ends better, 
chan under the Patronage of the Rick 


d and Full; cheſe will pay them all the 
Homage they expect; a wretched Ser- 
. vitude to Men of any other Characæ⸗ 


ster! But there will generally be others 
d, to detect their Emptineſs, to expoſe 
r their Haughtineſs, and ſpoil their 


eb Laughter: And when the Laugh turns 


* zgainſt them, which muſt frequently 
10 happen, becauſe none are ſo apt to 
laugh in the wrong Place, patent vul- 
ud WY reribus: When they: fall: under Scorn 
b and M 
ke tiſication, how ſharp their Anguiſh; 
bo deeply does the Woc lay hold of 
call em? 'hey: ſhall mourn -atid* weep. 


blowng. its Bulk immediately diſap- 
pears, and it is not to be again ex- 
ended to the ſame Dimenſions. Other 
1 Men can bear 2 Sarcaſin, ot fav ers! 


Oln DLL 2 15 can 


ome Gubilcmnd! bes Cadel 


oekery, how ſore is their Mor- 


If you prick che Bladder that is full 


au bite with Decency: If it be juſt; they” 
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can allow it, they know their own 
Failings; if it be otherwiſe, it touches 
but ſlightly; they have ſomething 
within themſelves to reſort to, they 
ate not all ſurface and Wind. But 
your Laugher, when he loſes. the 
Laugh, loſes all; His high Glee is 
turned into the moſt abject Confu- 
ſion. This will appear in a pet 
ſtronger Light, if we conſider him in 
a more publick Character, which Men 
of this Turn, if other Circumſtances 
concur, are very apt to affect. 
They who are full of their own 
Sufficiency and Attainments, think 
nothing above their Merits, and can- 
not eaſily be confined to the narrow 
Bounds of a private Life: They muſt 
have a larger Scene to act in: The 
World muſt be acquainted with their 
ſuperior Endowments, and their Praiſes 
muſt be. ſung by Multitudes: The 
beaten Path is roo vulgar for them to 
walk in; every thing that is common 


is low 5; Antiquity is Infancy. They : 
„ ſtand upon the Shoulders of their 
I Forefathers, and have clearer Views 
and larger Proſpects: They - muſt diſ- 
; | | yult « 

8 play their Preeminence by diſproving 
8 and ridiculing received Opinions and 
1. acknowledg'd Truths, and by { giving 


„che World new and more important 


x Inſtructions. Primum Grains homo ----.. 
The reſt of Mankind are all Bigots 
80 and Enthuſiaſts, theirs is the only 


School of true Philoſophy and Free- 
n chinking. n 

ik I need not, I believe, © obſerve 
to you what a Succeſſion of noto- 
rious Examples of this Character 
this Nation has produced of late 
Years: My preſent Subject rather 
leads me to remark that many of 
them have been profeſſed Patrons of 
Banter and Buffoonry ; they have pro- 
ceeded ſo far as to make Ridicule the 
Teſt of Truth, and place Riſibility in 
the room of. Reaſon. - We allow that 
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this Faculty was not given in vain; 
that there are proper Times and Oc- 


caſions to laugh; that Wit and Rail- 


lery are Accompliſhments, in their due 


Place, worthy to be eſteemed. Bur to 


ſer Laughter in the Chair; to make 
it an univerſal Guide; to appeal ſole- 


ly to its Deciſion; to treat all Men, 
who will not laugh when they are 
bid, as Fools; to treat them with In- 
ſolence and Scorn; to call all the whole 


Race of rational Creatures to. play the 
Monkey together, when they are pur- 


ſuing the weightieſt and moſt ſerious 
Enquiries, this. is ſuch a Propoſal, as 
could ariſe only. from a Fulneſs 
of Self-Eſteem and abſolute Suffici- 
ency. " 33 
It is further obſervable, that this 


Set of Men have been great De- 
claimers againſt Perſecution; and at a 


Time when there was the leaſt Oc- 


. 


caſion for it of any; . unleſs perhaps 


their own. Licentiouſneſs and Pro- 


fancnels 
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e in them Apprehen- 
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fincnels might raile in h 
ſions of this fort. Here they have been 
all Good-nature and  Forbearance. 
Bur could they have. increaſed their - 
Numbers ſo far, as to have got the - 
general Laugh on their ſide, how the 
few Serious would, have been treated 
has been ſufficientſy declared, Ridi- 
cule muſt have been let looſe de 
them, all the Arts and Inſolencies of 
Burlelque employed, eryel, Mockings,, 
and very probably Scourgings too, Tio 
be ſer at nought; to be an Ourcaſt ; 
to. be for ever deſpis d and, jeer d; to. 
have the Lip ſhot gut, and the, Head 


fook at ur; to encounter nothing but 


w 4 — 


LIT EM 11 ins  gi-7 3. 
Mockery and Scorn,. theſe had been 


the common Diſcouragements. Whe-, 
ther che good natured Tribe will. al- 
low this to be Perſecution, I know. 
not; but it is certainly a very com- 


" ; Z 


fortleſs and afflicted State; a State, 


Fi . 741 e „% ZE bad 
hen Mien would, generally þe gle, 


of as mean Compliances to ayoid, as 


Q4 any 
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any of thoſe which have been called 


Perſecution. But when - matters are 


come 'to this Paſs, they ſeldom ſtop 


here, we find no Difficulty to infli& 


| any fort of Puniſhment, to exerciſe 


any Degree of Cruelty we have in 


dur Power on thoſe whom we have 
learn'd to ſcorn and abhor. After the 


Mockery, away with him, crucify him, 


'crucify him, f follow very | naturally : 


Here a Robber or a Murderer ſhall 
be preferr'd before the moſt virtuous 


er. ps 


I hope this will not be thought an 
unfair Draught of the great Wiſdom, 
the Virtue, the Liberty, the Huma- 


nity, and Candor of theſe Men 


Their Plan was formed in this man- 
ner, bur as I have juſt before hinted, 


they have not ſucceeded in it. The 
Laugh has turned againſt them, and 


they have ſmarted ſorely under it: 
Their own . Meaſure has been meted 


back to them, preſſed down, and ſhaken 


ro- 
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together, and running over has it been 
given into their Boſom. Then was their 
Laughter turn d into Mourning, and the 
Joy of their Heart ceaſed, But the Woes . 
and Bleſſings of our Lord are not to 
be limited to this Life, they reach 
us in the next, and we can ſet no 
Bounds to them. Now if our Works 
follow us into Futurity, if the Habits 
we have contracted here attend us 
hereafter, if we ſhall be all rewarded ac- 
cording to the Works done in our 
Body, and peculiar kinds of Tribu- 
lation and Anguiſh will either ariſe 
from or be aſſigned to the ſeveral 
Degrees of Wickedneſs and Iniquity; 
Then we may eaſily imagine that this 
Habit of Mind will be a terrible 
Source of weeping and wailing and 
onaſhing of Teeth. When the Son 4 | 
Man ſball come in his own Glory, and in the 


Glory of bis Father, and in the Glory 
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of if all the 50h ly An gels, ad to Nato 
ſhall . be gathered 155 fore him, and he 


fall ſepara them one from another, 
Where fall the Ung godly and the 55 
ner appear? The Lager and Scortier 
where ſhall they appear, who have 


mocked him afreſh, and crucify d 


him afrenh? Will he not laugh 
at their Calamity, and mock when 
their Fear cometh; when their Fear 
cometh like Deſolation 5 and their 
Peſtruction as 4 Whirlwind! Then 
ſhall the Righteous ſtand in reat 
Boldneſs before the Face of Wal 5 
have afflicted them, ahd made no'Ac- 


_ count of their Labours. Whilſt thee 


Scorners 2 © for Anguiſh of Spi- 
rit, ſhall Gy within themſelves; This 
WAS be, whom we had ſometime in + De- 


1 on, and a Proverb of Re eproach. We 


Tools counted his Life A. adneſs, and his 
End to be without Honour. But how is 


he numbered with the Children of God, and 


bis Lot is * the Saints. © 
D I S- 


DISCOURSE X. 


Character af the Plurike: and 
|  Publican, 
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I fell you, this Man went den to bis 
Houſe Juſhify'a, rather than the other. 


HE Words are " Cohils: 
Ir ſion of a Parable; which 
. I < = our Lord' ſpake unto certain 
Wenn which truſted in themſelves, | 
has they were righteous, and deſpiſed” 
others; the Parable muſt be too well 
known to need any Repetition! We 
cannot but obſerve; that the chief 
OE ns me VI nc 
| een 
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been much the ſame in all Ages, tho 
under different Names: Some lefler 
Circumſtances in forming theſe Cha- 
racters, the ſeveral Modes that make 

up Opinions, and their various Com- 
binations with others that bear ſome 
Relation to them, muſt always alter: 
But nevertheleſs it is equally true in 
Moral, as in Natural Things, that 
the ſame Cauſes will produce the ſame 
Effects. The Natures, Diſpoſitions, 
and even the Corruptions of Man- 
kind, have been nearly the ſame; and 
their Opinions, which are formed or 
influenced by theſe, muſt of courſe be 

* the ſame alſo. And from hence it 
follows, that, if the principal Irregu- 
larities and Vices are diſtinctly marked 
out, the ſame. Out: lines will ſuit the 
Circumſtances of every Age, and the 
ſame Reproofs be as juſtly applicable 

to them. The moral Characters ta- 
ken notice of in the Goſpel are chief. 
ly cheſe, Publicans and Heathens, Sad- 


ducees 


„ ducers and Herodjans, Scribes and Phari- 
ſees, and Diſciples or Believers : On theſe 


ind Reproofs there given, which in 
many Caſes cannot be rightly applied, 


ſtanding theſe Characters. What our 
Lord faid unto the Perſons” of that 
Age, he ſaid unto all under the like 
Circumſtances. Neither can we rea- 


we can fall under, but what we ſhall 
find a Parallel to, in the Hiſtory of 
the Goſpel; ſcarce any indeed, but 


take in and comprehend. 


* — ” 
by - 


The Obſervation, which our bleſ- 
ſed Lord makes in the Words of the 
Text, leads me to conſider two of 
theſe Characters, that of the Phariſee, 
and the Publican, which I ſhall now 


enter into more at large; compare 
them together, and ſhew that the Caſe 
of the Publican muſt, upon many Ac- 


are grounded almoſt all the Precepts 


or clearly underſtood, without under- 


dily think of any preſent Circumſtance 


what the Characters before recited will 


8 i ublican and Pbariſce. 227 


"| 


counts, 


Loy e 7 pag 1 85 
counts, he far preferable to he of 
the Phariſee. = 
The Publican, wo eden 4 
Deſpiſed, was indeed a very deſpicable 
Character: : Our Lord himſelf joins 
together, as Perſons. of a like Rank 
and Condition, the Publican, the Sin- 
ner, the. Harlot, and the Heathen. 
The Fews thought, it not. lawful to 
converſe with them, and it was im- 
puted as a great Crime to our Lord 
and his Di iples, that they ate with 
Publicans. and Sinners: The Account 
of him in the Parable itſelf is, that be 
durſt not ſo much. as lift hie ge. 


10 Heaven. 


On the other "GO he the: Phatifce, 
who is introduced. to; perſonate thoſe, 
who truſted: in themſelves, that they 
were righreous, bore a Character which 
ſeems as capable as any to ſupport ſuch 
a Truſt. They were the ſtricteſt Sect 
in the Jewuiſb Religion, the moſt ſeru- 
Pulous e of "ths Law: They 


Wer c 


Nea and Pharifet. 


|| vers 10 in Devotion, frequent in 
Faſtings, extremely exact in paying 
their Tithes 85 ige ſo nice in 
keepin, the Sab bath, t they thought 


plucking an Ear of Corn on t hat Day 
Violations of i it. They far in Moſ: 75 


Diſc ciples to do ee th. 
them. They were in e 
Eſteem with che People for thei 
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teouſneſ and Learning. St. Paul him; . 
2 chat he was touching the 


with Har; 
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Seat, and Jeſus Chriſt commands, bi > 
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in its moſt ſevere and etpenſi de Inſti. 
tutions. And it may be fairly que 
ſtioned, whether there has been any 
People, in any Age or Nation of the 
World, who would not have concur 
red with the Fews in their Behaviour 
under the like Circumſtance. What 
Perſons are there, who, if they were 

to ſee the moſt learned Teachers and 
ꝛzealous Patrons of their Religion, poſt- 
pon d to ſcandalous and profligate Sin- 
ners, but would, as the Fews did, 
have thought ſuch a Sentence injuti- 
ous to their Law and their Temple, 
and pronounced the Man who had 
given it, a Friend to Publicans and 
Sinners, and treated him as ſuch? _ 
| Now to ſtate this Caſe with all the 
Clearneſs and Impartiality that J can, 
and to do both Characters equal Ju- 
ſtice, I ſhall conſider them under the 
three great Branches of Duty, to them- 


ſelves, cheir Neighbour, and to God. 
5 The M 
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The Phariſees, notwithſtanding al! 
their Zeal for the Law and the Tem- 


ple, are by our Lord charged with | 


the groſſeſt Immoralities; nay, with, 
making a Shew of Religion, only to 
gain the Eſteem of Men, and to com- 
mit their Villanies with mote Securi- 
ty. We are not bound to take the 
Phariſce's Word in the Parable, that he 
was not an Extortioner, unjuſt, or an 
Adulterer. Men who devoured Wi- 

dous Houſes, and for a Pretence made 

long Prayers, may fairly be preſumed 

to be capable of any Kind and De- 
gree of Diſſimulation. This loud and 
pompous Addreſs to God might be a 
meer Pretext, deſigned only to gain the 
Eſteem of the By- ſtanders; and the 
Phariſce at laſt might be guilty of all 
thoſe Crimes, which, in ſo folemn a 
manner he diſclaims in the Temple be- 
fore God and Men. This, 1 fay, 

may very well conſiſt with their gene- 


nl Character. And if we admit this 
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to be the Caſe, we cannot conceive a 
fuller Meaſure of Iniquity. On this 
Suppolition ve cannot char the Pub- 
notorious Immoralities. And the Pha- 
_ riſee's monſtrous Abuſe of Religion, 
his making it a Cloak for his Wicked- 
ness, his perverting the moſt excellent 

Thing to the worſt of Purpoſes, is 
ſuch an Aggravation as none can ex- 


r ; 


But let us (er che Fharibbe in the 
beſt Light we Can; let us admit | his 
Addreſs to God to be true and real, 


Words diſcharged himſelf. In this fa- 


yourable View of him, he appears to 

| truſt in himſelf that he is righteous, 
and to deſpiſe others. The Ground of 
this Truſt is, his being not an Extor- 
tioner, unjuſt, or an Adulterer, and his 
Faſting twice in the Week, and giving 
Tithes of all that he had. Now are 
ele, or indeed can any thing elſe 
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K 


Pha#/ze and Publitan. 
be; a-reafonable Ground for fo confi. 


= 


before God, in whoſe Sight he Hea- 


dens are not clean; or even for ſuch a 


Contempt of our. Fellow- Creatures? 


ture, and ſo many are out Failings, 
Infirmities and Corruptions, that we 


Senſe of this in himſelf, and can 
make no Allowances for it in others, 


is ignorant of the moſt obvious and 


o 
2 


haviour in all Relations. If e ſay 


ſelwet in the groſſeſt and moſt exten- 


ſive manner, and the Truth i. not in 


uc, no Part or Share of Truth. It is 
hard to conceive that any Vice, any 
Degree of Irreligion, ſhould work a 
work Effect in us, ſhould more ef- 


124150 0 fectually 


that Truth Which is the Source of all 
right Diſpoſition, of all proper Be- 


443 


dent and preſumptuous a Behaviour 


Crt : het 0 


15 Really defeat rhe Ends er u true Re. 
ligion, and place us more out of all 
Order and right Relation, than the 

very Virtues and religious Obſervances 
of the Phariſee in the Parable; which 
induced him only to truſt in him elf 
that he was righteous; and to . 

others. 5 re 
And the Caſe of the Phariſce does 

hive only imply all the beforemention d 
Irregulariry and Iniquity; bur there 
is yet a more terrible Conſideration 
behind, and that is, that he is ſtill 
likely to perſevere in it, and there is 
ſcarce any Probability of his ever be. 

ing retrieved from it. When ſuch 4 
Truſt is once erected, full of a Self. 
Complacency thus eſtabliſt'd, whence 
can we hope to: raiſe a ſafficent Force 
to depoſe it? His'Iniqq nity is his Righ- 
teouſneſs and his Glory, and every 
thing within himſelf Appl and 
ſtrengthens it. Should any one un. 
E adviſe. ſuch __ u 
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great Credit with the People, and Au- 


thority over them, he will appear to 
be as ſtrongly fortify'd from without, 


as from within. How can a Perſon, 


who ſo intirely approves his own Con- 


duct, and is ſo greatly admired and 
obſerved by others, ever think of al- 


rering it himſelf, or ſubmit to the | 
dament of others, whoſe Character 
aſt be vaſtly inferior to his, as well 
in the generality of other Mien 8 
nion, as his wn? 
The Publican, vader: all his Irregu-- 
lacities, has ſtill preſerved a true Senſe 
of. Virtue: His Sins are of ſuch a 
Kind, that whilſt he continues in them, 


be cannot e chem — nor 
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aid, I may ſubjoin theſe more F 
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find a general Countenance frot the 
World. Groſs Immoralities are for 


the moſt part attended, not only with 


Uneaſineſs of Mind and Self- Diſap- 


probation, but with bodily Pains and 


worldly Inconveniencies; with Diſea- 
ſes, Poverty and Shame; all which 
preſs him hard to alter his Conduct, 


and amend his Life. Upon all which 
Accounts it muſt be acknowledged, 
that the State of the Publican is a 


more hopeful, and conſequently a bet- 


ter State, than that of the Phariſee; 
and in this View only, we need nor 
wonder, that it ſhould be ſaid, that he | 
Hut up the Kingdom of Heaven againſt 


himſelf, and that the Publican and Har- 
lot enter in before him. 
In Agreement with what has been 


ral Conſiderations: Thar one of our 


Lord's twelve Diſciples was a Publi- 
can; that the Account we have of 

Zaccheus's Converſion, is perhaps the 
5 pb : 5 | molt | 


Pharsfee md Publieunn. 24 
moſt extraordinary Thing of that a- 
ture, that occurs in the whole Hiſto- 

ry of our Lord's Miniſtration. On 
the Phariſee s Part, the Facts are not 
fo favourable: We have an expreſs 
Account of but one Perſon in that 
Body, who was diſpos d to have a fa- 
vourable Opinion of our Saviour's 
Miſſion. : And how different was his 
Conduct from Zacchtus's, and how 
much a Slave to popular Opinions in 

Points of the utmoſt Importance? In- 
ſtead of giving any 1 Appro- 
bation to ſuch a Preacher of Righte- 
ouſneſs, to a Perſon, who, as he him- 

ſelf confeſs'd, could not do the Works 
be did, unleſs God was with him, Ni- 
codemus is content with coming to Je- 
ſus Chriſt by Night, and with being 
4 Diſciple ſecretly, for fear of the Jews. 
\ Secondly, Let us conſider the Phari- 
ſee and the Publican in their more im- 


mediate Relations to their Neighbour. 
1 : = 
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Je muſt be confeſsd that the Pub- 
ilscan's and Harlot's Example have al- 
ways been very contagious, and their 
Manners very pernicious to Society. 
Extortion, Injuſtice, | Adultery, and 
the like, are ſuch Sins, as no Society 
could ſubſiſt under, were they gene- 
rally to prevail. But the World has 
never yet been ſo blind, or ſo wicked, 
as not to ſee the fatal Conſequences 
of theſe Sins, and ſuppreſs them by all 
the Rigours of Law. So that this 
ſort of Sinners muſt carry on their 
Work cautiouſly and covertly. The 
Eye. of the Adulterer waiteth for the 
Twilight *, and the Woman with the 
. Attire of an Harlot waits for the un- 
wary. Youth in the Evening, in the 
black and dgrk Night. Nay, the is re- 
Har as playing the Phariſee with 
him too, before ſhe can ſubdue him; 
ſhe tells him, that ſhe had her Peace- 
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bring. s with her 

paid her Vows, * 
As to the ane if he ig n 

of the ſame Immoralities with the Pub- 

lican, they muſt be attended with the 

ame injurious Effects. But he will 

be found to be a more pernicious 

Member of Society upon this Account. 

His religious Pretences will gain him 

better Opportunities, both of practi- 

ing and concealing his Sins. He will 

de the leſs ſuſpected and guarded a- 

ninſt, | His long Prayers gain the 

toly Oppreſſor an eaſy Admiſſion in- 

o the Widow's Houſe, which is bet- 

ter ſecured againſt all other Robbers. 

do much more dangerous a Pir-fall i is 

painted Sepulchre, than an open 

ne, n their Rortenneſs within is 

ual. : En 

But we 1 again aer FOR Pharic = 

e in the beſt and moſt advantageous 

Light we can, and — him of 
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gross Immoralities. And we ſhall ne- F 


then, when he has brought them in- 


not confeſs him, for fear of the Phari 


Character of the + 
vertheleſs find, that his Religion itſelf I 
leads him into more and greater Pub- 5. 
lick Injuries, chan any other petſon I v 
is capable of committing. That Kind Il ;3 
of Righteouſneſs, which he truſts toy. 


| himſelf, he is very induſtrious to re · ¶ de 
commend to others, He compaſſes Sea ers 


and Land to make one Proſelyte; and 


ro his own Condition, what greate 
Injury could he do them? Did he 
not make them twofold more the Chil 
dren of Hell than himſelf? They wh 
concur not with him, are accurſed 
and underſtand not the Law; the 
are declared Enemies to the Temple 
and treated accordingly, Even thi 
Rulers who believed on ſeſus, dur 


ſees, left they ſhould be put out of th 
Synagogue * : It their Influence was ſ 
great, as to awe the chief Rule 


* Joh. xii, 42. 5 5 
the 


Phariſee "and Publiran. 
themſelves, and make them ſuppreſs {6 
veighty a Conviction, how muſt the 


would not enter into the Kingdom of 


were willing to enter in, they hin- 
der d. If we conſider them as Teach- 
ers of the Law, they made it void 


edge ; they bound heavy Burdens, and 
wievous ro be born, and laid them on 
Men's Shoulders; but they themſelves 


Fingers x. If we conſider their Zeal and 


Breadth of Phylacteries, and Pomp of 
Veſtments, their loud and long Pray- 
rs, their Alms proclaimed with Sound 


heir fad and ſanctify d Countenance; 
what is the Attire of the Harlot to 


42 _—_ 


Power, 


People be enſlaved by it? They. 
Heaven themſelves, and thoſe that 


thro their Traditions and falſe Gloſſes; 
they had taken away the Key of Know- 


would not moe them with one of their 


Artifice in making Proſelytes, their 
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af Trumpet, their frequent Faſtings, 


ll this: If we conſider further their E 


Ef . - 5 as: their Friends, and what ſort of 
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ese ad the Ul they made of it, 
as well with regard to their Eesti, 
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Perſons they chicfly- exerted theit En- 
the High Prieſt- ö 
luence; n 

and that all tt the righteous Blood ſhed, pon h 


mity. againſt; that 


1 - the Earth, auas to come upon them; If 


W 
we take rheſe things together, wel © 
muſt conclude that the e Publican or 


„ $ 
Hlarlot muſt be harmleſs and ie 0) 
ſiive Creatures, in compariſon: of the © 
_ - Phariſce.”:No' Hiſtory intimates to us 
that theſe notorious Form as ſuch, ¶ do 
were ever Perſecutors of the Right T! 
ous. It is here we fee theſe Serpents i Fu 
this Generation of Vipers, in their truq ret 
Colours; and from this View, whai ie 
Could be expected but that Train off po 
Woes which: our Lord has Lene his 
* hem? f 5 wh 

I come, in the laſt Plane to con wh 

| (aer the Phariſee and Publican in the. * 
more immediate — to God. il 
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allowitg  kimſe in ng 
which he condeiar sie 
which, at the firſt View, diſcovyerst 
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things, od with hes ſilenced or fear: 


| ed his Conſcience, ſo as.to have no 
Senſe of Guilt in doing them, but in- 


ſtead of it is proud of his own At- 


 tainments, and truſte in himſelf, that he 
it righteous, muſt be allowed to be 
- much farther advanced in Iniquity, 


Was I to draw forth the Diſciple! 
Character, and ſhew you the excellent 
and deſirable "v2 he ſtands in to 
God, the unnatural-and dreadful State 
both af the Phariſee and oY an 
2 in a ſtronger. Light; but 

8 my e e Our own 
Reaſon will inform us, that theſe can- 
not partake in the future Rewards of 
good Men, And the Scriptures do, 
in the moſt expreſs Terms — 5 chu 
neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nur 
Adulterers, nor Thiewes, nor Covetous, 


nor Drunkards, nor Rewilers, nor Extor- 


tioners ſoall inhercs the Kingdom of God *, 


Thar ſuch Perſons . hare: their Por- 
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From what has been 


 Phariſe and Publican. 
tion with the Hypocrite, the moſt” di- 
ſtinguiſn d of all Sinners. 
dently appears, that Phariſaiſm or Hy- 
pocriſy, 


ſubſtituting a falſe Righteouſneſs in 


the Room of a true, a Reſting in the 


external Obſervances of Religion, with- 
out any due Regard to internal Rec- 


titude, and real Virtue, is the moſt 
deſperate and irreclaimable State we 
can fall into; and that therefore 
there is the higheſt Reaſon for all, 
thoſe eſpecially who are led, no mat- 
ter by what Occaſion, to endeavour 
after uncommon Characters of Sanc- 


tity, to retire into themſelves, and ex- 


amine their innermoſt Diſpoſitions 
and Affections, thoſe firſt Intentions 


from whence every thing of a moral 


and religious Nature derives its Value; 
leſt un 
concealed the moſt abominable Rot- 
tenneſs and Corruption, and - whilſt 
SY they 
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by which we underſtand a 


all their Shew ſhould be 
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they are recommendin 2 themſelves un 


to Men, they be only increaſing their 
own Damnation. True Piety and ſin- 


cere Virtue is humble and mo- 
ceſſary Oſtentation, or launching out 
into Self Commendations, or being 
pleaſed with the Flattery of others, 
that they induſtrioufly withdraw them- 
ſelves from all ſuch Occaſions, and 


their left Hand does not know what 
- their right Hand does: So far from 


deſpiſing others, that they pity their 


Weakneſſes, plead their Cauſe, and ad- 


mit every reaſonable Circumſtance in 


o 


But Secondly, let not the - Publican, 


the profligate Sinner take Advantage 


from any thing, that has been now 


ſaid, to encourage him to continue 


in his Sins. It is true, his State is bet- 
ter than the Phariſees; but it is chiefly 


upon this Account, that being ſenſible 
of his Sins, and ſelf- condemned in his 


Be 
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Pbariſee and Pullican. 
Behaviour, he is more likely to repent 
and amend than the other. The Man- 


ner, in which he appears before God, 


is in ſome meaſure ſuitable to his Con- 
dition; his Heart is rightly affected, 
as the Phariſce's is the reverſe: But if 
he leaves theſe Sentiments, when his 
Devotions are over, if he returns like 
the Dog to his Vomit, and does nor 
at laſt reform, they muſt both have 
their final Portion together. And ler 
not the Publican comfort himſelf with 
this . Conſideration, that he ſhall at 
laſt fare as well as the religious Hypo- 
crite, ſeeing his Portion is moſt ter- 


rible and ſevere; There ſhall be weeping 


and wailing and gnaſbing of teeth. _ 


Laſtly, Let us all cleanſe our ſelves 


from all Filthineſs of the Fleſh and Spirit, 


perfeiting Holineſs in the Fear of God. 
It is not enough for us to avoid groſs 
Immoralities; theſe are generally ab- 
horred by the Heathen and Unbe- 
liever. But let us cleanſe our ſelves from 

Vorl.... 
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all Eilchinef of the Spirit. We 5 
not, Says St. Paul, againſt Fleſh and 


Blood, but againſt Principalities an 


Powers, againſt the Rulers Ah the Davk- 
weſs of this World, ſptritual 


Wickedneſs in bigh piles, . "Tis the 


Might: It is on theſe Occaſrons the 


ait h all Prayer and Supplication in the 


Wickedneſs which arifes from theſe 
ſpiritual, theſe dangerous Tempta- 
tions, that demands our Induſtry: 
It is here we muſt exert our utmoſt 
Strength, and wreſtle with all our 


Apoſtle calls upon us to pat on the 
whole Armour of God, to pray aways 


Spirit, and watching. thereunto with all 
Perſeverance; Fleſh and Blood are 
Adverſaries far leſs formidable than 
theſe. Let us remember that our Lord 
will reprove the World of Righte- 
oulneſs, as well as Sin. It is well if 
We guard againſt Sin, but this is not 
all we have ro do, we > mult examine 


11 Epheſ. vi. 12. hh 


Oui 


T, - Pharifs and Pablican: 
| one Righteouſneſs; we muſt prove | 
what we build, what we truſt to, 
| leſt we build che Foundation 
| B which is laid, an unalterable, Nood, 
| Hay,- Stubble, which will periſh of 
; themſelves, and inſtead of beating in- 
creaſe the „„ 07 
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The Character of the H adducee and 
Herodian. „ 


MATT, xrii. 23. 


The ſame Day came to him the Sadducees, 
which ſay there is no Reſurreftion. 


N the laſt Diſcourſe I ob- 
Wy WE fcrved, what were the prin- 
cipal moral Characters taken 
5 notice of in the Goſpel, and 
that almoſt all our Saviour's Precepts 
and Reproofs have an immediate and 
ſtrong Relation to ſome of them; and 
that we cannot ſee the Force and Pro- 
priety of theſe Precepts and Reproofs, 
nor apply them to preſent Things and 
| V ä Per- 


 Clarathr o fle, Kc. 261 
pPerſons with due Exactneſs, unleſs we 
conſider the Occaſions which drew 
them forth, and the Characters to 
which they are apply d. Two of theſe 
Characters have been already conſi- 

dered; I come now to the third, that 
of the Salduces- and Herodien. 1 place 
| theſe two Denominations under one 
Character, as I did the Publican, Har- 
lot and Heathen before, becauſe their 
moral | Circumſtances are much the 
ſame, and are fo treated by our Sa- 
viour. Whar is called, Matt. xvi. 16. 
the Leaven of the S "08 is Mark 
viii. 15. called the Leaven of Herod. 
The Herodians, the Aſſertors of Herod's 
Title, and the Promoters of his Inte- 
reſt, when they were employ'd by the 
J Phariſees to tempt and intangle our 
| Lord in his Talk, acted a very con- 
1 ſiſtent Part, as well as a very ſubtle 
| JJ one. They feigned —— to be 
juſt * Men, ſcrupulous and exact with 
'Y Regard to all the — of their their 
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$ 1 1 Law. 


Character of the \ 


Law, and at the fame time, great Ad- 
mirers of our Saviour's Character, of his | 


Integrity and Love for Truth, of his 
fearleſs Impartiality in aſſerting it, with- 
out any Regard to the Perſon of Men. The 


Queſtion, they put to him, had not 


long before brought the Nation un- 
der great Difficulties. Some of the 
Jeæus were perſuaded of the abſolute 
Independency of their Government; 
that they were Abraham's Seed, and 
never were, nor ought to be, in Bon- 
dage to any Mant. The Herodians, 
tho' of quite oppoſite Sentiments, up- 
on this Occaſion aſſumed that Cha- 
racter. The Point was indeed chiefly 
political, and of courſe uppermoſt 
with them, and had engaged all their 
Zeal, and they were probably deſirous 
enough to know, what our Lord 
thought of it. Tell us therefore, What 
thmkeſt thou Is it lawful to give Tri- 


bute 70 Ce ſar, or not ? | 
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Next came the Sadducees to try 


their Skill. Now the Queſtion they 
put to our Lord, is altogether as na- 


rural to them, as that of the Herodians 
was before. It was indeed of ſuch a 
Nature, as none but a Sadducee, a 
meer Senſualiſt, could well have 
thought of. It turns wholly upon 


adjuſting matrimonial Claims in a fu- 
ture Life: A Point this, as likely to 


engage the Attention of a Sadducee, of 


one, who had giyen himſelf up altoge- 
ther to the Pleaſures of this Life, as 


any whatſoever. It is obſervable that 


our Lord's Anſwer is introduced with 


a ſevere Reproof of their orols Igno- 


rance ; it ſhewsthe Abſurdity of any ſuch 


carnal Conceits about a future State, 
and proves that their Doubts concern- 
ing it aroſe intirely from their not attend 
ing to the Books of Moſes whole Autho- 
rity was unqueſtionable with them. 


Next come the Phariſees, and make 


their Attack. Their Queſtion. is, Aa- 
fter, which is the great Commandment in 
44. RR 
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264  Charafler of the 
the Law? But with them we have 
at preſent no other Buſineſs, than to 
obſerve only, that their Enquiry, as 
well as thoſe of the other two, are ex- 
actly agrecable to their known Taſte 
ind Character. - {fb fs 4k vr oe 
It has been obſerved, that we have 
no Account, that either our Lord, 
or his Apoſtles after him ever con- 
verted one Sadducee. The ſame Ob- 
ſervation may hold with regard to 
the Herodians. They ſeem to have had 
no Care or Concern for our Lord, 
or his Doctrine, more than what their 
Maſter's Intereſt, or their own might 
ſuggeſt. That Herod himſelf was not 
a (thorough Sadducee on one hand, 
nor Heathen on the other, may be col- 
lected from this Paſſage: When he 
heard of the Fame of Feſus, be faid un- 
to his Servants, This is Johm the Bap- 
rift, he is riſen from the Dead, and 
there fore mighty Works do fhew forth 
themſelves in him. Beſides we are 
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Mat. xi. 2. 


told, 
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told, that Herod feared John, knowing KR 
that he was a juſt Man and a holy, and 
obſerved him, and when he heard-him, 
. he did many things, and heard bim 
þ gladly © . However theſe good Quali- 
ties, and promiſing Advances were 


e not ſufficient to reſtrain him from 

, taking off the Baptiſts Head, tho he 
did it with Reluctance and Remorſe. 
* The Love of Herodias prevailed over. 


0 all; this prompted him to make that 
d rah Promiſe, and the Regard for his 


, Courtiers, then preſent, contributed to 
ir accompliſh it; who, like true Cour- 
It tiers were all in Herodiass Inte- 


dt reſt, knowing her Power over the 
d, King. This ſingle Paſſage may ſuf 
| I fice to give us an Idea of © Herod 
he and his Court, and of the Character 
;- MW of the Herodians., s. 
We may obſerve here by the way, 
d that John Baptiſt, notwithſtanding the 
1h © Coarſeneſs of his Dreſs, and the Au- 
re ſterity of his Life, repaired to Court, 


* 1 


— —_— — 
— 


* Mart vi. 20. 


and | 


„e 

and; was for 2 time well recelyed 
there; which our Lord never did, tho 
his Converſation was intirely free ond 
without Reſtraint, 

The Sadducees and abe 
they had many things in common 
with the reſt of the Jews, concurred 
in this, in making a continual De- 
mand of further Evidence for our Sa- 
viour's Miſſion. After all the Mi- 
racles he had wrought, they wanted a 
Sign from Heaven; and if they had 
been indulged in this — they 

would doubtleſs have wanted ſome- 
thing elſe: For no Evidence can lay 

12 on diſhoneſt Minds in; Points 
= their Pleaſures and — lie 

on the other ſide. We are told chat 
when our Lord was brought before 
Herod, the King was exceeding glad: 
for he was deſirous to ſee him of 4 
long Seaſon, becauſe he had heard many 
things of him; and he hoped to —— 
Seen ſome Miracle done 2 l. ; This 
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plainly 
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 Sadautee and Herudian. 26 
plainly implies that Herod believed 
the Accounts he had heard of Jeſus, 

that he had wrought many Miracles; 
otherwiſe he could not have enter- 
rained 'a Hope of ſeeing a Miracle 
done by him, when he was in his 
| Preſence, But of what Effect was all 
this? No more, than raiſing an idle 
Curioſity, without defiring to im- 
prove it to any real Conviction. Tho 
Herod, when our Lord was brought 
before his Tribunal, and vehemently ac- 
cuſed by the chief Prieſls and Scribes, 
eflioned with him in many words, yet 
fis great Concern is plainly confined 
to one Point, that of worldly Power 
To ſhew his Contempt for ſuch a 
Rival, he inſults him for pretending 
to be a King; Lie am bis. Men of 
War ſet him at uought, and mocked him 
and arrayed him in 4 gorgeous Robe, 
and ſent him again to "Pilate, In this 
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View he was willing to have him 
treated as an Impoſtor; this gave him 


ſome 


e 


y 


ſome Offence; but he declared him 


innocent of any other Accuſation that 


was made againſt him, and found no 


Fault in him. 


Having thus far run over the hiſ- 
torical Paſſages relating to the Sad- 


ducees and Herodians, and made ſuch 
Obſervations on them, as their Cir- 
cumſtances ſeem naturally enough to 
ſuggeſt,; I ſhall betake my {elf to 


conſider more at large their moral 


Character, and ſet before you the par- 


ticular Obſtructions to the Belief and 
Profeſſion of Truth, and to the ho- 
neſt Diſcharge of religious and moral 
Duties which ariſe from it. 

Men who have devoted themſelves 


to the more immediate Service of 


Princes, and have once got within 
the Verge of a Court, muſt of courſe 


find 2 Variety of new Temptations, 


in proportion to their Station: And 
if it be a Court which has little or 
no Regard to Virtue, ſuch a Court as 


Herod's 
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Sadducee and Herodian. 


Herod's was, they are in danger of 
being tempted to almoſt all ſorts of 


Vice and Iniquity. It is true, there 
is no Scene of Life but has its Tempta- 
tions, its peculiar Dangers and Dif-- 


advantages; and Men, who are wick- 


edly inclin'd, will find Occaſions of 
practiſing their Wickedneſs under any 
Circumſtances whatſoever. But all 


other Scenes of Action are narrow 


and confined, in comparifon of this; 
the Temprations, weak and languid; 
the Opportunities, few and inconlider- 
able; the Difficulties, many and great; 
the Conſequences, of much leſs Ex- 
tent and Importance. Whereas a 
Courr is the higheſt and moſt enlarged 
Scene of Action this World can fur- 
niſh forth; and Wickedneſs there muſt 
gain Advantages proportion'd to the 
Power and Influence, the Subtilty and 
Cunning, which Courts are poſleſt 
of beyond any other State of Life; 

and the Miſchiefs muſt be of the 


ſame 


dort of wicked Perſon, removed from 


are immediately 


bove what they were before, that he 
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Lime Extent wich the Authority and 


Intereſts of it. If we ſuppoſe any 


any Srate of Life into a wicked Courr, 
whether he be Ambinous, or Cove- 


' tous, or a Debauchee; we ſec, with rhe 
firſt Caſt of our Eye, that his Scene 


of Action is enlarged, that his Schenies 
altered, and raiſed a. 


reſines both in laying out and execu- 


i _ Plans. If he happens to be 


high in Favour, he has innumerable 
Counſellors, Aſſiſtants, and Under- 


Agents, to deſign for him, and help 


forward every wicked Undertaking. 


I he happens to be as yer low in Fa- 
vour, he becomes a moſt zealous 


Agent to thoſe that are high; flatters 
all their Follies; commends all their 
Counſels; and not only juſtifies, but 
aſſiſts all rheir Extravagancies and 


Wickedneſſes. ths There is no other 


com- 
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_ gether with all the vileſt Arts to ac- 
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compatable to this : There are che 


Scholars, the moſt conſtant Exerciſe, 


and the greateſt Rewards. What have 
ſuch Men to do with Religion, or 
Virtue? Their Buſineſs is Power and 
Pleaſure, Wealth and Magnificence, to- 
quire and maintain them; Intrigue, 
Hypocrify, Flattery, Lying, Tricking, 
the moſt abject Submiſſion to Power, 
and as great Inſolence where there is 
none. What could a plain honeſt 
Man, a Lover and Teacher of Truth 
and Virtue, expect in ſuch a Place, 
and from ſuch Perſons, but the Fate 
of John the Bapiſh? The Advice of 
ſuch a Man, even when it is admit- 
ted to be right, ſhall give Place to a 
Dance; and his Life be ſacrificed to 
the Reſentment of a favourite Adal- 
It is allowed, that the Sadducees in 
general had Opinions and Views, in 


many 


272 


many Particulars, different from the 
Herodians; tho the Reſult of them, 


with regard to Religion and Virtue, 
is much the ſame. Sadduciſin con- 


ſiſts with all Stations and Employ- 


ments, and Circumſtances of Life; 
tho it flouriſhes moſt among Men 
of vicious Inclinations, and eaſy For- 


tunes, eſpecially if they have ſome lit- 


5 tle Talent for Raillery or ſmattering 


in Learning. The Disbelief 5 of a fu- 


ture State ſilences their Conſciences, 


and lets them looſe to all Kinds and 


Degrees of Voluptuouſneſs. And then 
the Pleaſure of making Religion (or 
Superſtition, as they call it) the Ob- 


ject of Ridicule, of ſtarting new Dif- 


ficulties, and then deciding all Truth 
by that Standard, is a perpetual En- 
tertainment, and one that flatters the 
Pride of Human Nature in a very 


high Degree. They look upon the 
reſt of Mankind as Bigots and En- 
thuſiaſts, as governed by Ignorance 


ad 
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 Saddirtee am Herodian, 
and Fear, and che Craft of Prieſts : 


y Men of free and 
enlarged Underſtandings, who can 


follow the Dictates of Nature without 


any Check, or Terror, Pr what ſhall 
ſsaoceed hereafter. 


time deny 
the Wut Books of the 2 Tefta- 
ment might have been as eaſily ex- 
plamed away as to theſe Nene. But 


where one Piece of glaring Non- 


ſenſe is admitted, it is not worth one's 


tions. 


ores uled to be too hard for the Pha- 
es in many of their Diſputations, 


as may be collected from this Pal. 


lage. When our Lord had put the 


1 Sattthcees to ſilenee, the Phariſees were | 
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It is very hard to esel hob She h 
Salers of old could believe the 
Writings of Meyer, and 22 
Angels and Spirits: All 


while to enquire into its ſeveral Con- 
fequences, Ap Applications and Dedue- 


Ir is pret tty evident, aher che Sal. 


Czuracter if be 
ſo much pleaſed with it, that they 


could not forbear giving their publick 


Approbation, which they never would 
have done, if it had not been a 


great Relief to themſelves; if he had 
not done, what was beyond their 


Ability to perform. Indeed this may 
be alily ſuppoſed, if it was not inti- 
mated in the before · cited Paſſage. For 
as the Phariſees had made void the 
Law by their, Traditions, and had per- 
verted the whole Deſign of their 
Scriptures, it could be no difficult Mat- 
ter for the Sadducees to banter and ri- 
dicule them beyond all Reply. And 
it will be Bund in all other Inſtances, 
that the Strength of Sadduciſm has 
lain in the Weakneſs of the Phariſees. 


Theſe Men by their idle Comments, 


Superſtructures and Additions, and 


by their exalting them above the 


clear and material Points of Religion, 
have render'd themſelves and their 
Opinions ridiculous, and have juſtly 

expoſed 
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expoſed both to the Inſult and Mock- | 
ery of little Wits and minute Philo- 


ſophers. A ſmall Diſcernment will ſuf⸗ 
fice to ſee thro groſs Abſurdities, how- 


ever awefully they may be recommiehg® 
ed or pompouſly adorned : | Whereas 


on the other hand, it requires great 
Labour and Patience and Honeſty to 
collect the various Teſtimonies te 
ſcatter'd Evidences of ancient Revela- 
tions, and to clear the manifold! Dif- 
ficulties that are raiſed apainſt them. 
The Fews themſelves are not agreed 


about the Origin of Sadduciſm, bur it 


is very probable, that when the Greek 
Literature took place in Judæa, the 
Epicurean Philoſophy came along with 
it, from which Sadduciſm acquired a 
great Support, if not the very worſt 
of its Principles. 

But to return to the moral Cha- 
racter of the Sadducees. Men who 
have attained to a thorough and ſteddy 
Disbelief of a future State of Ex- 

T * | iſtence, 
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WR for their preſent Pleaſures. As for 


| ruth, | Religion, Virtue, Conſcience, ; 
they think them meer Bug-bears to 


others, and are become only matter 


of Sport and Diverſion to themſelves. 
It is plain from hence that Sadduciſi 
reduces Men to the ſame moral State 
with Herodianiſm, Both make Plea- 
ſure the only, Aim; Both make uſe 
of any means to attain it; and of con- 
ſequence Both equally deſtroy all Re- 
gard to Religion and Virtue. Their 


Views and Purſuits in Life are often 


very different. The Pride of an Hero- 
dian is quite another ſort of thing 


from that of a Sadducee; but the Sad. 
ducees muſt be allowed to have ſtronger 


Prejudices and Bars againſt Truth 


than the others. Theirs is a Pride of 


the Under ſtanding, bach d with Plea- 


ſures of every Kind within their Reach, 


founded in Ignorance » The Heradian's 


pride of PowerorWiakh equally ſup- 


ported 


K ee an 


nerally more capable of Gonvidtian 


chan intellectual Pride: Age, Oppoki- 


tion, Diſappointments may have ſome 
Effect upon the former; but -that in- 
ward Pride meets with little or no- 


thing to oppoſe it; and Tears only make 


it more obſtinate and inflexible, ever 


learning in appearance, and yet never 
able to come to the Knowledge of the Truth. 
Now is it to be expected, that a 
Perſon, who came in the Way our 
Lord did, wholly deſtitute of all 
worldly Power and Pomp, who had 
not wheve to lay his bead, who owed. 
his ordinary Subſiſtence to the Piety 


of ſome holy Women, whoſe Doc- 


tines were ſo directly oppoſite to the 
Purſuits of theſe Sort of Men, whoſe 
Followers were ſo few, ſo mean and 
contemptible, whoſe Rewards were 
chiefly deferred to another World, is 


it, I ſay, to be expected, that He 
o. 
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Pleaſure, ro Poverty an 


Wada e 
ſhould gain Proſelytes from Power 
and Wealth, from 37 and 

d Shame, Self- 
Denial and rigorous Virtue? We need 
not wonder that not many wiſe Men 
after the Fleſh, nor many mighty, nor 
many noble. were called by our Lord, 
and- his firſt Diſciples; nor that the 


fame Cauſes ſhould produce the ſame 


Effects in following Ages. That the 
Fews ſhould require a Sign, that they 
ſhould fill inſiſt on further Evidence, 
and that at laſt no Degree of Evi- 


| dence ſhould ſuffice: That the Greek F 
| ſhould ſeek after Wiſdom, that they 


ſhould have innumerable Scruples and 
Difficulties to be removed and ſatis- 


fied. Where the Pleaſures of this 


World, backed either by' the Power 
of it, or by fleſhly Wiſdom, have 
once taken Poſſeſſion of the Minds 
of Men, how difficult, how almoſt, 


if not 2 impoſſible is it to diſ- 
poſſeſs 


em, to draw Men from them 
| . to 


to a State of Self- Denial and ſtrict 
Virtue and. ſerious Religion? No 


Wonder that Sadduciſm - ſhould ſtill 
continue and prevail, when Truth is 
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ſo much leſs powerfully and perfectly = 
taught and exemplified; and that the _ 
Flock of Chriſt, when compared tro 


the Phariſees, Sadducees, and Herod- 
tian, ſhould be a little Flock, a 
Handful, contemptible and defpica- 


ble. When Paul made his Defence _ 
before Feſtus and Agrippa, the Beha- 


viour of thoſe two great Men is well 


worth our Notice. Feſtuss Obſer- 


vation was that Paul was beſides him- 
ſelf, that much Learning had made 


him mad. As for Agrippa, who 
knew the Things of which Paul ſpake, - 
who believed the Prophets, he was 


almoſt perſuaded to be a Chriſtian, 


When Paul was brought before Felix, 


and he heard him concerning the 


Faith of Chriſt ; and as Pau] reaſoned 


of Righteouſneſs, Temperance, and 


Judg- 
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matte * 
| 0 10 dome, Felix weinble# 

id, 80 thy way, hben 1 Gave 
4 more bebe Seafon I will call for 
nber. The Diſcourſe made ſome Im- 


pon nd one would be to 
| Fach there was es 3 
—— But alas! the 
Impreſſions were foon over. Thouy 
Felix ſent for Pan] often, and comm. 
 maned with him, the whole Deſign 
was only to ſqueeze ſome Money out 
of him Gor bis Releaſement. He hoped 
that Money ſhould hve bren given him 
of Paul, that he might looſe him; 
where forr he ſent for him the ofemer 
mu communed with bim 
FpProm what has been ſaid, we ſee 
plainly as well from Example, as the 
Reaſon of the thing, that worldly 
Power and Ambition, or Herodianifm, 
and Infidelity and intellectual Pride, 
or Sadduciſm, are great Enemies to 


Au xiv, 26. 


Truth, 


F 22 
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Or indeed any Ae of & IE 


thing of this Kind aer es 1 


volence or Honeſty, more 
than is necelſary ro oroleeve their Re- 1 


pautations in the World, and to ad- 
miniſter to their Views and Pleaſutes 
in it. Happy are che People, the 
Multitude, che lower Ranks jp Men, 


who have maintained cheir natural in- 
regricy and Simplicity, whoſe Situa- 
tion and Circumſtances ptompt them 


not to Ambition; and cannot furniſh 


out to them many irregular Pleaſures; 

and diſable them from that Philoſo- 
phy, that is falſly jo called; who * 
ready to hear any Truth, and em- 
brace any Duty that Religion requires 


of them; who have no tempting 


Proſpects or Enjoyment in this World 
to ſtop their Ears againſt Evidence, 
and forbid all Canvittion; nor any 


falſe — in Learning to fa- 
Vo L. I. JJ 
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it is great Weakneſs 10 expet any 


232 " Sons: wa? Ee 
vour 1 Corruprions — thei > a | 
do give a Pride to their U 3 i" 
ings in- ſtarting Difficulties, and 
ting Queſtions, while at the 
time, they are immoveable Ct; al 
Arguments, and Enemies to the Truth. 
Out of Men of this humbler Cha- 
rafter our Lord choſe his few Fol- 
| lowers, whoſe State, how contemp- 
tible and miſerable ſoever it may be 
thought in this Life, in the next, 
where Virtue only ſhall be rewarded; 
will be perfectly — and bepfy, 
and that for ever. 3 
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